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National Register of Historic Places
Aegistration Form

This form Is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibliity for Individuat properties or disiricie. See Instructions In Guideines
for Complating Natlonei Register Forms (National Regisier Bullstin 16). Complete sach item by marking "'x'' In the appropriate box or by entering
the requested Inlormation. If an Item does not apply 1o the propernty being cocumaented, snier “N/A™ for ''not applicabls.” For functiona, styles, materiale,
and aresas cf significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the Instructlons. For additional apace use continustion shesta
{Form 10-800a). Type all sntiries.

1. Name of Property

hlstoric nams Wilburn House
other names/she number Resource #f WHOOZ9
2. Locstlon , ]
street & riumber 707 _E Race —d ot for publication /s
clty, town  Separcv - - viginity N/A
state  Arkansas coda AR county  White code 145 Zip code 77143
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Reaources within Property
[X private (X bultding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-locat [ district 1 buildings
] public-State [:] site aites
] publie-Federat [ structure Structures

[ object : objecta

1 0 Total
tame of related multipla property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

.Ls_&g_tm_ancLALchitﬁn_Lu.:aJ_R&saums listed in the Natlonal Reglster __NJ/4
ite County rkansas

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designeted authority under tha Natlonal Mistoric Preservation Act of 1968, as amended, | hareby certify that thie
nomination | request for detarmination of aligibllity meets the documentation standarda for registering properties in the
National Register of Hintorlc Places and maets the procedural and profesaional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Pant 80,
In does noy meet the National Register criterla. See continuation sheet.
§-43-92

Date

-

officlal

Signature of certiz
Ark@nsas Historic

eservation Program

Siate or Fadaral agency and bureau

In my opinlon, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the Netlonal Register criterla. D See conlinuation sheet.

Signature ol commsnting or other olficial Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationa! Park Sarvice Certification
i, hereby, certify that this property is:
L___] gntered in the National Register,
E] Sae continuation sheet.
[ determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation shest,
™ Jdetermined not eligible for the
National Ragister.

removed from the National Ragister.
other, (explain:)

Signature of the Kesper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions }emer categories from instructions)
Domestic/ Single Dwelling

Current Functions (enter categoties from Instructions)’
Domestic/ Single Dwélling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Llate 19th and 20th Century Revivals/

Greek Rewvival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick

walls waath

roof asphalt shingle

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X]see continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considared the significance of this property in relation 1o other properties:
[ Inationally [ _]statewide locally

Applicable* National Register Criteria [ JA [ 8 [XJ¢ [JD

diteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [JB [Jc [Jo [Je [JF e

Areas of Significance (enter ¢ategories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE c. 1875 . , c. 1875
Cuttural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Buitder
N/A unknown

State significance of propatty, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

E ] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibilographical Refersnces

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H.

] 5ee continuation sheet
Pravious documeniation on file (NPS):

[Jpretiminary determination of Individual Yisting (38 CFR &7) Primary location of addltional data:
has besn requested (] state histeric preservation office
[Ipreviously listed in the Natlonal Register Bomer State agency
[T previously determined eligible by the National Reglater Federal agency
[|designated a National Historlc Landmark [ JLocal government
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings Juniversity
Survey # (1other
[Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify reposhtory:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreege of property

UTM References

X T I O T I I S - T I T R I T T T
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

(o3 NI I I I T O A A 3 I T I I N O T O

Sea continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[X] see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

E] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameiitla Renneth Utory, National Register Coordinator

organization _Arkansas Historic Preservation Progranm date _3 April, 1940

strest & number __225 E Markham, Suite 300 telephone —_501=371-2763

city or town Little Rock state Arkansas  zZlp code 72200

«U.8.0P0:1088-0-223-918
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Description

The Wilbum House is a single story, wood frame Greek Revival residence decorated with
omate Italianate cornice brackets, In its present configuration it displays an irregular plan, composed
of a gable roof principal component with a rear or southern gable roof ¢ll projecting from its eastern
end and a gable roof wing which is set back from the northem or front elevation and which projects
10 the west. A gable roof ¢ll addition projects to the south from the rear of the western wing, forming
another panial ell on the back of the main house, and thus creates a comer on the back of the house
in which has been built another adjoining gable roof addition. Two exterior end brick chimneys survive
on the gable ends of the main house and another exterior end brick chimney finishes the end of the
western gable wing. The entire roof is covered in composition shingle, the exierior is sheathed in
weatherboard, and the continuocus foundation is constructed of brick.

The northern or front elevation of the main pontion of the house is five bays in length, with
a central pedimented portico flanked by four four-over-four double-hung wood sash windows., The
windows are decorated with elegant, molded decorative crowns designed in a drip molding pauem. The
portico features a broad frieze both below the pediment and within the pediment, and both are
- omamented with elaborate Italianate brackets. The tympanum of the pediment is finished with flush
planks as is the house wall bencath the pediment. The portico box columns are decorated with elegantly
molded capitals and simpler bases, and arc spaced so that slightly more room is allowed for access to
the entrance. The entrance is & single panclled door surrounded by two-pane half-sidelights and a seven-
pane transom. A decorative drip molding identical to that around the windows adoms the entrance also.
Attached pilasters of the same decorative configuration as the columns complete the entry.

The western wing is but two bays in length and relieved by a single door entrance and two-
pane transom to the east, and a fixed six-pane wood window 10 the west. The same decorative scheme
as seen on the main portion of the house is continued on this wing, including the drip moldings around
the window and door and the cornice brackets beneath and behind the hipped roof porch. The columns
are of the simpler, unormamented box variety,

The westemn elevation of the house is retieved only by a single window 1o the south of the
chimney, bencath the porch on the front of the western wing, and a four-over-four double-hung wood
sash window toward the southem end of the wing addition. The eastemn elevation features a single six-
over-six double-hung wood sash window to the south of the chimney and three grouped one-over-one
wood awning windows in the center of the ell wall.

The southem elevation is composed of the projecting rear gable ell to the west, the adjoining
gabled addition to the east, a short portion of the rear of the main building, and the gable end of the
eastem e¢ll. The western gable end is fenestrated with a pair of central four-over-four double-hung wood
sash windows, The adjoining gable addition features two one-over-one double-hung wood sash
windows. The rear portion of the main house is lighted with a pair of recent one-over-one wood
awning windows, and the eastern gable features a new single-pane entrance door to the west (covered
o by a simple shed porch roof) and a one-over-one wood awning window to the east.

The interior retains much of its original decorative wood moldings and detail, as most of the
alterations have been additive. Several improvement campaigns of uncenain date have resulted in
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additions to the house; however, virtually all of these are on the rear of the structure, the only

exception being the porch on the front of the western wing. None of the additions are of the size or
scale t0 be aesthetically intrusive,

The Wilbum house is in very good condition,
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Significance Criterion C, local significance

Though little history survives regarding either the original owners or builder, the local folklore
recalls that this building originally sat on a plot of land which covered the entire block and was built
by a Captain Wilburn. Goodspeed records a Licutenant Winbormn who emigrated from Alabama and
fought on the side of the Confederacy before retuming to White County to practice medicine, but it
is not certain that he retumed to Searcy.

The Wilbum House (Part E, Historic Context #3) remains the best post-Civil War residential
example in Searcy of the Greck Revival which in Arkansas remained popular for new construction
through the 1870°s, prior to the arrival of the railroad and the new architectural fashions it brought
from outside the state.
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Acreage of propertyv: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/615540/3901360

Verbal Boundarv Description:

The western 107.54 feet of the northern 175 feet of Block 9, Watkins and Quarrles Addition
to the Town of Searcy.

Boundary Justification:
This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.
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