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The William H. Lightle House is single story, wood frame residence designed in a vernacular 
interpretation of the Italianare styIe. It is composed of a variev of gabled and hipped elements which 
combine to form a roughly rectangular plan with the exception of the gable roof enclosed porch and 
carpon which projects from the west elevation. Two brick chimneys. now painted white, punctuate the 
miline: one to the east, just inside from the gable end, and the other mward the center, to the east 
of rhe intersection of the northern or front side gabIe with the front gabIe end, The entire structure is 
covered wirh composition shingles, sheath& in weatherboard with decorative wood trim, and supported 
by a brick foundation. 

The northern or front elevation is composed of an eastern side gable sedan wj f i  a recessed 
porch, a central front gable, and a western side gable enclosed porch and carport. The eastern side 
gabIe section is fenestrated with two arched two-over-two double-hung wood sash windows, which are 
decorated with large, flanged decontive crowns which accentuate the arched shape of the window 
below. The crowns are ornamented with two central acorn decorations, one above the other, and one 
at each springpoint below. Each window retains a pair of shutters. painted black The entrance beneath 
the porch consists of a single panelled door surrounded by thin, arched half-sidelights with srnalI wood 
panels Mow and a single-pane, horizontal, arched transom window. Outlining the entire composition 
and decorating the principal dements within are delicate rape moldings of various dimensions, each 
appropriate in size so that element which it adorns. Decorative acorn pendants are attached to the 
entrance facings at the upper comers. The recessed porch, which alters the slope of the roofline 
somewhat, is supportad on four box cofumns each of which is decorated with molded capids and a 
decorative, wood panelled and molded pedestal base. The central gable end is relieved by a single 
central arched window, containing two-over-two, double-hung wood sash, and decorated with a flaring, 
molded decorative crown identical ID those seen under the recessed porch. The recent gabled porch and 
carport to the west is lighted w i h  hU-height aluminum windows and sliding doors and suppond on 
simple lmx columns. 

The western elevation is relieved by one two-over-two, double-hung arched wood sash window 
te the nonh, a row of full-height aluminum windows and enmince in the central porch (knea~ the 
carpon). and one six-over-six wood sash window foUowed by a pair of six-aver-six wood sash windows 
nt the southern end of the main section of the house. A single six-over-six wood sash window lights 
the hipped roof shed at the back of the house. The eastern elevation is fenestrated with three two- 
over-rwa arched wood sash windows to the north (two placed symmetrically in the gable end) and a 
single six-wer-six wood sash window to the south. The wall of the enclosed rear shed is blank 

The southern elevation consists of the carport and enclosed porch to the west, a pair of six- 
over-six wood sash windows in rhe central hipped shed, and a single six-over-six wocd sash window 
in h e  lower shed to the east. 

The interior features specially crafied mantels which, like the arched ~indows, were shipped 
from St. Louis. The front entrance opens into an eleven-foot wide hallway which originally led to a 
rear entrance and breezeway which connected a e  main pan of the house with the detachcd kitchen and 
dining soom (these have long since disappeared, though h well remains). Apan from these missing 
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elements and the obviously newer additions to h e  structure, the house has suffered no significant 
alterations. 

The William H. Lightle House is in very good condition. 
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Significance 

The William H. Lightle House (Pan E, Historic Context #3} is significant as one of the Last 
manifestations of the ltalianate style in the county and one of the most unusual. Its e x a g g e d  and dramatic 
flaring arched window crowns lend a mannered quality to this otherwise comrnsn house design. The unique design 
of the window crowns. and the fact that no other buildings m Seacy or White County have any decorarion which 
could be considered similar, reveals their St. Eouis origin. They, Zlke the interior fireplace mantels, were ordered 
fm that city and installed in the house. 

This residence was constructed fur his family by William H. Lightle, a prominent Searcy businessman 
and 5anker. Lightle began his business m r  in Searcy in 1881 as one of the directors of h e  Searcy Banking 
and Insuranm Company, whch slarred with a capital stock of $25,000. By 1887 an investment firm doing 
business as the Hicks, LightIe and Company had purchased the Searcy Wm Point Railmad (a small and 
dilapidated connector line which both connected S w y  with West Point, the dmesa point on the Little Red River, 
and with the St. Louis. Iron Mountain ancE Southern R a i h d )  and pmeded to improve it substantially. By this 
time LightEe had alsa purchased a m k  m h e s  for the purpose of providing a proper roadbed for his rail line. 
In the meantime Lightle operared a memtile business in Searcy with his brother, J.E. Lightle, a concern which 
they sold at a considerable profit in 1890. hghtlc was later one of the founders of the Pmples Bank of Searcy, 
which qmed in 1904, and by 1909 he k a m e  tfK president of another new bank, the Union Bank and Tmst 
Company. He remained in this office until his death in 1922. 
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Acreane of ~ropem: LRss than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/615370/3901360 

Verbal Boundam Description: 

The northern 184 feet of the western 170 feet of Blsck 10, Wat26ns and QuarrEes Addition 
to the City of Searcy. 

Boundam Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property histuricdy associated with this =source, 














