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This form |a for uss in nominating or requesting determinations of sligibity for individunl properties or districts. Sse instrucilons In Guideines
for Complating National Reglster Forma (Nationat Reglster Bullstin 18). Complete sach kem by marking ""x” In the appropriate box or by entering
the requested Informatian. !f an ltem doss not apply 1o the property being documented, enter 'N/A™ for "'not applicabie.” For functione, stylss, materiale,
and arean of significence, enter only the categoriss and subcategories isted In the instructions. For addilional space use continuation sheste
(Form 10-80Ca). Typa all entriss,

1._Name of Property
historlc namea  Lightie, William H, . House

other names/site number  Resource #WH0028
2. Location -
slrest & number 601 Fast Race Street not for publication 3774
City town  Searcw vieinity NSA
siate  Arkansas coda AR sounty  White code 145 zipcods 72143
3. Classification
Ownership of Propsry Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private XJ bulidingts) Contributing Noneentributing
[ public-tocal [ district 1 bulldings
U public-State [ site sitas
(I public-Federal ] structure structures

] object , objects

1 0] Total

Name of related multipie propearty listing: Numbar of contributing reasurces praviously

as

‘istoric and Archjtectur s s listed in the National Register ___N/A
[ =)
4. State/Federal Agency Certification '

Asg the designated authority undar the National Historlc Preservation Act of 1866, as amended, | hareby certity that thia
nomination D request for determination of eligibitity meets the documantation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Piaces and meets the procedura! and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60,
P ) et the Natlonal Register griteria. [ ses cominuagm ahest.

~/3~22

Date
1 4 P

ArZan = 0
State or Federai agency and bureau

In my 6plnlon, the property Dmaots de not mest the Natlonal Reglater crllerlﬁ. L___i See continuation shest.

|  Signature of commenting or other officlal ) Date

State or Federal apency and buresu

L - = ’ = . = o

5. National Park Service Certlfication
|, heraby, canlify that this property is:

[CJentered in the National Reglster.
D See continuation shest,

] determined eligible for the National
Ragister. : See continustion shest,

™ determined not stigible for the
National Register,

[Jremoved from the Nationai Reglster.
[Jother, (exptain:) .

Signature of the Keeper ] Date of Action



6. Function or Use ) ' T

Historic Functions {(enter categories from instructions)
pDomestic/ Single Dwelling

Curmrent Functions (enter cateqories from instructions)

— Domestic/ Single Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals/
JItalianate vernacnlar

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _hrick

walls ______ weatherbaard
roof ______shingle
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X] see continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other propertias:
[ Inationatly [ statewide [3] focalty

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [x]B*[xlc [ID =

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [Jc [Jo [Je [IF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE 1881 ; 1881
COMMERCE 1881-1922 N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person

Architect/Builder
Lightle, William H.

Lightle, William H.

Stata significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above,

X see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

“

Pravious documsntation on flle (NP8}
Dpn!lmlnlry determination of Individua! listing (38 CFR 87)
has baen requeated
Eprwlouuly llsted In the Nationa! Regleter
previcusly determined eligible by the Natlonal Registar
Ddoalgnntod e Naticnal Histerle Landmark
(I recorded by Historic American Bulldinga
Survey #

[Tleacorded by Historic American Enginsering
Record #

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H.

(] 8ee continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[ State historic preservation office
T Other State agency

__|Federal agency

__| Local government

:’ University

[_Jotner

Specity repository:

10._Geographical Data

Acragge of property

UTM Re'ersnces

A1_|_|1||]||||:5|[!11

Zone  Easting

C||r|i||||t||1l|||1f

- - S

P [ I I NN I N P PR

Zone

D |

Easting . Northing
I T T O T A

1.4

[X] Ses continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Dascription

ESu continuation sheet

Boundery Justlfication

[XI see continuation sheet

11, Form Prepared By

nameftitle ____Jill Bayles, Historian

organization _Arkansas Hisgtoric Preservation Proosram date __21 March, 1930
sirest & number 225 F, Markham, Suite 300 telephone __901=371-2743
tity or town Litrle Bock stale _Arkansas  zipcode __72201

# U.8.GP0O: 1968-0-223-618
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Description

The William H. Lightle House is single story, wood frame residence designed in a vemacular
interpretation of the Italianate style. It is composed of a variety of gabled and hipped elements which
combine to form a roughly rectangular plan with the exception of the gable roof enclosed porch and
carport which projects from the west elevation. Two brick chimneys, now painted white, punctuate the
roofline; one 1o the cast, just inside from the gable end, and the other toward the center, to the east
of the intersection of the northern or front side gable with the front gable end. The entire structure is
covered with composition shingles, sheathed in weatherboard with decorative wood trim, and supported
by a brick foundation.

The northemn or front elevation is composed of an eastern side gable section with a recessed
porch, a central front gable, and a westemn side gable enclosed porch and carport. The eastern side
gable section is fenestrated with two arched two-over-two double-hung wood sash windows, which are
decorated with large, flanged decorative crowns which accentuate the arched shape of the window
below. The crowns are omamented with two central acorn decorations, one above the other, and one
at each springpoint below, Each window retains a pair of shutters, painted black. The entrance beneath
the porch consists of a single panelled door surrounded by thin, arched half-sidelights with small wood
panels below and a single-pane, horizomal, arched transom window. Outlining the entire composition
and decorating the principal elements within are delicate rope moldings of various dimensions, each
appropriate in size to that element which it adoms, Decorative acom pendants are attached to the
entrance facings at the upper comers. The recessed porch, which aliers the slope of the roofline
somewhat, is supported on four box columns each of which is decorated with molded capitals and a
decorative, wood panelled and molded pedestal base. The central gable end is relieved by a single
central arched window, containing two-over-two, double-hung wood sash, and decorated with a flaring,
molded decorative crown identical to those seen under the recessed porch. The recent gabled porch and
carport 1o the west is lighted with full-height aluminum windows and sliding doors and supported on
simple box columns.

The western elevation is relieved by one two-over-two, double-hung arched wood sash window
10 the north, a row of full-height aluminum windows and entrance in the central porch (beneath the
carport), and one six-over-six wood sash window followed by a pair of six-over-six wood sash windows
at the southern end of the main section of the house. A single six-over-six wood sash window lights
the hipped roof shed at the back of the house. The eastemm elevation is fenestrated with three two-
over-two arched wood sash windows to the north (two placed symmetrically in the gable end) and a
single six-over-six wood sash window to the south. The wall of the enclosed rear shed is blank,

The southern elevation consists of the carport and enclosed porch to the west, a pair of six-
over-six wood sash windows in the central hipped shed, and a single six-over-six wood sash window
in the lower shed to the east.

The interior features specially crafied mantels which, like the arched windows, were shipped
from St. Louis. The front entrance opens into an eleven-foot wide hallway which originally led 0 a
rear entrance and breezeway which connected the main part of the house with the detached kitchen and
dining room (these have long since disappeared, though the well remains). Apart from these missing
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elements and the obviously newer additions 10 the structure, the house has suffered no significant
alterations.

The William H. Lightle House is in very good condition.
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Significance

The William H, Lightle House (Part E, Historic Context #3) is significant as one of the last
manifestations of the Italianate style in the county and one of the most unusual. Its exaggerated and dramatic
flaring arched window crowns lend a mannered quality to this otherwise common house design. The unique design
of the window crowns, and the fact that no other buildings in Searcy or White County have any decoration which
could be considered similar, reveals their St. Louis origin. They, like the interior fireplace mantels, were ordered
from that city and installed in the house,

This residence was constructed for his family by William H. Lightle, a prominent Searcy businessman
and banker. Lightle began his business career in Searcy in 1881 as one of the directors of the Searcy Banking
and Insurance Company, which started with a capital stock of $25,000. By 1887 an investmenti firm doing
business as the Hicks, Lightle and Company had purchased the Searcy West Point Railroad (a small and
dilapidated connector line which both connected Searcy with West Point, the closest point on the Little Red River,
and with the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern Railroad) and proceeded to improve it substantially, By this
time Lightle had also purchased a rock crusher for the purpose of providing a proper roadbed for this rail line.
In the meantime Lightle operated a mercantile business in Searcy with his brother, J.E, Lightle, a concern which
they sold at a considerable profit in 1890. Lightle was later one of the founders of the Peoples Bank of Searcy,
which opened in 1904, and by 1909 he became the president of another new bank, the Union Bank and Trust
Company. He remained in this office until his death in 1922,



NP8 Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

10 1

Section number Page

Acreage of property: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/615370/3901360

Vertal Boundarv Description:

The northern 184 feet of the western 170 feet of Block 10, Watkins and Quarrles Addition
to the City of Searcy.

Boundary Justification:

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.
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