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1. Name of Propsrty 
hlatorlc name C v n ~ r  t SP N T ~ T - T  n f f  i r m  
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2. Locatlon 
street & number I04 East Race Street U nol for publlcatlon Ff /A 
c A  
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3. Cbrrlilcatlon 
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U abject 

Uame d related mvltlple property Ilatlnp: 

. - 
Contrlbutlng Noneentrlbutln~ 
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alto8 
atrvatunr 
0b)lCtl 

1 n Total 
Numkr of wntrlbvllng rruoureer prwlourly . . 
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Ae the deslgnaled authorlty under the Natlonal Hlstork Prfiservatlon Act of fW8, ar amsndd, I h m b y  mrHfy that th l l  
nomlnatton rrequmt tor detsrmlnatlon of dlglblllty most6 the documrntatlon atandarda tor roglaterlng proprtlm In Iha 

a and meats the pracadural and profa88lonal raqulrements rat forth In 3fl CFR Part 80. 
he Natlonal AsgYetsr crltsrle. Sea eontlnumtltson aheat, 

5-13 * 9d 
Date 
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In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the Natlonel Reglster cllterla. l~ee contlnuallon smut. 

Slgnalute of commenting or other offlcisl Oatv 

1 Stale or Federal agency and bureau 1 

5. National Park Service Certlficsthn 
I, hereby, certify that this properly is: 

entered in the Nationai Reglster. 
~ s s  conlnuatlon shest. 

determined sllglble for the National 
Register, See contlnuatlon sheet. 

rl]determlned not ellglble lor the 
National Register. 

rernwed from the Natlonal Reglster. 
[Zj other, (explah:) 

Signature ol Ih& Keeper Oar of Actbn 



6. Fumtlon w Use 
Hisloric Functions (enter categories from Instructions) Current Functions {enter categwles from instructions)' 

~omerce/Tsade / Law Office CommercelTradel Profess ional  C 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
{enter categories from instructions) 

foundallon 
Other: Commercial Vernacular walls brick 

roof asphalt 
other 

. . . - - . -. . . - - 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Q see continuation sheet 



a t e n t e n t  of Significance ---- ---==~=======--=====-----.----------=,,,- - eying official has considered the simificance of this property in 
relation to other properties: Locallv . 
Applicable N a t i o n a l  Register Criteria: B,C 

criteria Considerations (~xcept ions ) :  

Areas of Significance: Architecture 
~olitics/Government 

Period(s) of Significance: c .  1880-1942 

Significant Dates: 1880 

significant Person(s): Cvpert, Jesse N, 
Cmert, Euqene 

Cultural Affiliation: NJA - - . - -, . 

Architect/Builder: Unknown 

State significance of property, and jus t i fy  criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X See continuation sheet. - 
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================= 

al. References 

See L q H i s t ~ r i c  and nrcn~tectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section 
?. 

' X - See continuation sheet ,  

Previous documentation on f i le  ( W S ) :  

- preliminary determination of individual List ing  (36 CFR 6 7 )  has been 
requested, 

- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 

desianated a National Historic Landmark - - recohed by ~istoric American Buildings Survey # 
+ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

P r i m a r y  meation of Additional Data: 

- State h i s t o r i c  preservation office 
- Other state agency 
- F e d e r a l  agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other -- Specify Repository: 

EI=m-===s ----------- 
--------------A -lS===,===-====r=----- 

. O .  Geographical Data 
.--------------------- ------------- - - I - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - = = = = = = = ~ =  

.creage of Property: 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

X See continuation sheet. - 
Verbal Boundary Description: A See con t inua t ion  sheet .  

Boundary Justification: S e e  continuation sheet. 
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Commercial buildings of me Railroad Era (1870-1914) minored cumnt archi~mral trends. 
Builders during this period in White County did not mnsmct many high-style buildings; they instead 
used architeccud details from these s~ylcs to daborate their basically vernacular buildings. The Jesse 
N. C-~pcn Law Ofice is no exception ro this. 

Lmated at IW E. Race Street, this building was mnsm~ted less than one block nonheast of 
the crx~nbouse square in Searcy. The building is one-st07 in height, rectangular in shape and of brick 
constnrction. Even though it was wnsrsucted c. 1880, it is still in good condition. Its main, or south 
elevarion consists of centrally pIaced double doors that are Ranked by double-pane fixed frame 
windows. Facade decoration consists of three corbelled brick bays housing the doom and windows, 
A single metal vent i s  found in abe u p w  po~tions of each bay; a simple decorative brick cornice caps 
the structure. The building has a flat mE with parapt. A single centrally placed door accesses the 
north elevation of the structure. Two symmetrically arranged corbelled brick chimneys are found dong 
the interior wall of the east elevation. 
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Through the years this building has housed not only the law office but also a bus stop, 
cafe and currently an abstract company. This structure, however, is significant by virtue of the 
fact that between the years 1880 and 1942 (the end of the historic period) it housed the Cypert 
Law E h ,  and thus remains the historic resource in Searcy most closeIy associated with both 
Jesse N. Cypert, the founder of the law firm, and his son Eugene, who carried on his father's 
professional and political legacy into the twentieth century. The building is also significant for 
its being the best preserved example in S m y  of a simple, commercial storefront building with 
impressive panel brick details. 

Jesse N. Cypert was born in Wayne County, Tennessee in 1823. He grew up in this 
county and studied law there. Sometime after 1849, he moved to Georgia before coming to 
Crittenden County, Arkansas, in 1858. Cypert moved to Searcy in 1861 and opened his law 
practice as well as being an editor of the town's newspaper, He was also part of a group of 
attorneys that laid the groundwork for organizing a state bar association. Soon after, however, 
he joined the Confederate army and rose to the rank of major, After the war he returned to his 
law practice and continued in it until at least 1890. Between the years of 1880 and 1890 he 
conducted his practice from within the confines of this building, 

In addition, Cypert was very active in I d  and state politics. Prior to the construction 
of this building he s e n d  in the conventions that both voted to secede from the union and the 
one that admitted Arkansas back into the union, and in 1874 was in the convention that furnished 
the state's new, post-ReconslrucPion constitution. He also senred as judge of the First Judicial 
Circuit and was a member of the Searcy Town Council. Cypert ran for the legislature on the 
temperance question in 1 854 and later in 1882 became the Psesidefi t of the Temperance Alliance. 
He was also a member of the Masons. Jesse N, Cypert was appointed to the building committee 
that was responsible for constmc ting the First United Methodist Church in Searcy (See enclosed 
nomination for details). From 1883 until 1886 he was also a member of the Searcy School 
Board. 

His only son, Eugene, later became a junior parher of the Cyprt b w  Firm. Eugene 
Cypert carried on his fathers tradition with regards to king a prominent citizen of Smcy; his 
list of accomphshments is almost as Iong as his father's. Eugene Crpert was appointed in 1909 
to be one of the Bridge Commissioners that was ultimately responsible for bridging the Little 
Red River just north of S e x y .  From 1908 untiI 1912, Cyprt send on the Searcy School - 
Board just like h i s  father had previously. In 1927 he served on the committee responsible for 
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getting the Arkansas State Highway Commission to build highways through Searcy . Cyprt also 
sewed on Searcy's centennial committee in 1937 and, prior to this in 1928, was selected as the 
historian for the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

The Jesse N. C ypert Law Office is also significant by virtue of its standing as the k t  
surviving example of a single-story, panel brick mmmercial building in the town of Seatcy. 
Though it is essentially a simple, restrained commercial building, the quality of the panet brick 
detailing on the parapet above the first flmr is exceptional. The turning of the brick to form the 
dentil course just beneath the parapet top; the corklling of the brick directly above each of the 
panels; and the corbelling of the brick courses at either end of the panel &on to form pendits 
and other decorative features remains the most omamend application of th is  vernacular style 
l d y  . 

For h e  above stated reasons the Jesse N. Cypert ]law Office is king nominated under 
both Criterion I3 and C with Ed significance. 
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Acreax of propew Less than one 

U"IM References: 

A 15/614910/3901410 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at a point formed by the intessection of the northern edge of Race S m t  with a 
perpendicular line running along the eastern elevation of the building, proceed northerly along 
said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicuIar line running dong h e  
northern elevation of the building; thence proceed westerly along said line to a point formed 
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running dong the western elevation of the 
building; thence proceed southerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with 
the northern edge of Race S e t ;  thence proceed easterly to the point of beginning. 

Boundaw Justification: 

This t>oundq indudes dl the property historically associated with this resource. 
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