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Description 

The Brady Hays Homesmd is composed of two buiIdings: the oneand-me half story, wood frame, vernacular 
residence and the large, wood frame h. Both buildmgs sit upon the original eighty acres of land which Brady 
Hays settled in 1885: the northem onehalf of the northeast q m r  of Section 25. Township 10 Norrh, Range 
6 West. 

The compact, vernacular residence is oneand-one-half stmies in height, of wood frame construction, and 
composed of two gable roof components: a doublepen main block and a rear ell. A single cut stone exterior end 
chimney rises through the center of the gable on the southern devation. The mf is covered with cornpasition 
shingles, the walls are sheathed in weatherboard, and the house is supported upon stone piers. 

The eastern or front elevation is completely symmecri-ical with the sole exception of the single exterior end cut 
stone chimney at the southern end. The mf is fen~trated with a pair of doghouse dormers, each filled with a 
single fotnr-over-four wmd sash window. The four-hay first floor is protected by a threequarter shed mf porch 
whch covers al l  four wall openings: the two entries in the center and the two flanking four-over-four wood sash 
windows. The porch roof is supported on simple milled wmd posts and a wmd platform with short skirthank. 

The muthem elevation is camped of the gable end of the f m t  section of the house and the rear ell with its 
hipped mf porch and dormer. The gable end is dominated by the tend stone chimney d fenestrated on the -~ upper floor by two m v e r - t w o ,  horizontal pane sash windows placed symme~ically to either side of the 
chimney . The first floor is lighted only by a single four-over-four wwd sash window to the west of the chimney. 
The ell is fenemued by a pair of four-over-four wood sash windows in the hipped dormer abve and by another 
identical window to the east and a singleleaf entry to the west The hipped roof porch is suppllrted on 
zmomamented w d  posts with simple square capitals above and a low, plank platform. The northern elevation 
f e a m  two fourqver-four w d  sash windows placed centdly, one above the other in the gabb end and another 
idenbcal wood sash window in the walt of the shed mf section to the back The shed mf section which runs 
down the side of the el1 is lighted with a two-over-nvo, horizontal pane metal sash window to the east md a 
four-over-four w d  sash window w the west. 

Tlme w e s m  eIevation is relieved only by a pair of square, three-over-me w d  sash Craftsman windows in the 
center of the gable end of the ell. 

The addition of the three rwf  d m -  the southern [side) parch, and the replacement of three of the original 
windows constimte h e  principal alterations to the house. The saucnrrat alterations date from c. 1906. 

The livesmk b m  just to the south of the main house is a two-gmry, wmd frame, gable mf smge and fesding 
facility consmcted in a transverse uib with side additions plan. The original, smaller barn has been incorporated 
within the lam (c. 1900) expanded barn and is located to the south and east of the main drive and to the norh 
of the southern side drive. The interior is ouditted with stalls and drives on the first floor, and hay storage on 
she second floor. The entin= structure is cwered with a metal mf, the walls are shmhed in vertical boards, and 
the foundation is composed of stone piers. 

Historic photographs reveal that several histcrric outbuildings have disappeared over the years {at feast two smaller 
barns, one built of logs). In addition, the landscape features of the farmstead have changed somewhat over the 
years. Histotic photographs indicate at least two types of wood livesmk fences: the split-sail, rig-zag fence and 
the h d  fence. Neither of these types survive today. as they both have been replaced by barkd wire. 
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'Ihe arrival of the mihad in THbite County following the Civil War dnrstidy altered its panem of settlement, 
allowing towns to spring up where there had been wttralfy no settlement before and sapping the vitality from 
forrnerIy prospemns communities which had oriented themselves lo earlier avenues of mqmktion and 
commerce. However, relatively remote Earmstds such as the Brady Hays Homemad, while seeming m defy the 
pwvasive influence of the railroads, gct~lalPy rev& be  compromise struck by certain farmas in Whik County 
htween the accessibility of this new commercial llfeline and their tenacious atlcachment to the 3and and ithe 
familiar lifestyle i t  b t h  demanded and encomgd. The vernacular s ~ c t u r e s  these farmers consmcted for all 
the activities inherent in their vocation - residences, bms,  tences. etc. - are also significant in their own right 
for the quality of their traditional yet IcnmaIIy un&d designs md the adaptation of generally familiar forms 
to changing circumstances. For these mans, the Bndy Hays Homestead is being nominated lnder both Criteria 
A and C with local signifmce. 

By 1885 land away from the railroads was relatively inexpensive and plentiful. Settlers with farming kkgmmds 
were oherefore able to obtain large, contiguous tracts of p p n y  which would easily suppwt a farmly. The Bmdy 
Hays Homestead was sealed by Bmdy Hays c. 1885 when he first fenced he land and began raising livesrmk 
and growing the hay FO feed them. Though it is certain that Hays raised cattle. horses and mules for tk 
subsistence of his family, little is known about the commercd altivitin of the farm; yet given the size of the 
bam it is likely that he also d d  cattle and homes to help maintain rhe farmsread. 

- 
Hays probab1y found the largest percentage of his market l d y ;  however, laeitha Balk Knob nor B&rd on 
the old SL Louis, Iron Mountain and Southm W o a d  were rnm than twenty miles away. Later, after the 
W~ and Nonh Arkansas Radmd constructsd their h e  thrwgh Pangbum to the west (I%), rhis 
accessibility to the tailroad was even gmtet, Prior to the construction of milmds, cattle h e r s  throughout 
Arkansas like Hays had grown accustomed to driving their livestock literally hundreds of miles to a marker where 
they could be sold; afterward, such farmers were increasingly able ro find closer yet equally profitable markets 
for heir caule and horses. The early twentiethcentmy improvements to the house. the expansion of the smaller 
barn into b e  extant, large multi-crib barn, and the removal of several earlier, crudes farm s m c t ~  a m  to the 
increasing fortunes of the Hays family and the effect of the accessibility of the railroads on what remained a rural 
farming enterprise. 

The farm buildings canseucted: by Brady Hays are significant also for their design and what they reveal about 
the evolution of such nrral farmsteads o v a  time. The main house, even with its early twentieth-century alterations, 
remains a markably compact and unified v m u l a r  double-pen farmhouse. As is mica1 of such venraculac 
designs, it relies almosr exclusively upon a m g  sense of propostion and distribution of principal design elements 
for the mation of an mthetic rather rhan the application of detail drawn from popular architectural styles. The 
law allemtioris, in addition to revding the family's improving fort~ne$ and expanding requirements for space, 
only serve to emphasize the eye fm bahre and scale which p d e d  the mi@ construction. This house remains 
one of the finest examples within the county of h s  vernaGplar aesthdc. 

The barn is also imp&%, by v h e  of both its size and mtmmioe It is a fall zwo-stwies tall and allows 
more than adequate room in the hay loft for the loading and lmlDading of by. The stalls below arc distributed 
around h e  exterior of fie plan, as has long been common to livesmk s t rucm,  but the smaller, earlier ban 
with its stalls has rslsa been incorporated into the d n i p .  The barn bus reveals the adaptation of stucturally- 
sound earlier buildings into the quired  expsion of the fm entergrise. In spite of a r e h v e l y  a d v a n d  state 
of deterimtion it remains vlrtllally unaltered since its original construction. 
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Section number lo Page 2 

Amea~e of mpertv: Approximately eighty 

UTM References: 

Verbal Boundw Description: 

Beginning at a point (A) on the westem edge of U.S, Route 167 located 5625 feet nwth of its 
intersection with the northern edge of County Road 353, p e e d  westerly along a line running 
perpendicular to U.S Route 167 for a dismnce of 2,750 feet ta a point (3) formed by its 
intersection with a perpendiculaz h e  running roughly parallel to U.S . Route 167; thence p r d  
southerly dong said line for a distance of 1,258 feet to a point (C) formed by its intersection with 
a perpendicular line; thence proceed easterly dong said h e  for a distance of 2,750 feet to a point 
(D) formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line runnifig along the western edge oT U.S. 
Route 167; thence proceed northerly along said line for a distance of 1 3 0  feet to the point of 
beginning, 

Boundam Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historicdiy associated with this resource. 














