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I .  Name of Property 

historic name Price Produce and Service Station 

other names!slte number Site WJAl145 

streetknumber 413~415,and417EastEmma.~v~nue not for publication 

city or town Springdale vicinity 

state -4rkansas code AR county R'ashington code 143 zip code 72564 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
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does not meet the Nat~onal Reg~fler cntetia I recommend rhat this property be consided significant 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Sate or Fedcral agency and bureau 

In my opinion, lhepropeny meets dm no1 meet the National Regisrwcnteria. (a See Contlnuauon sbaet for addrtional 
comments l 

S~gnature of cemfylng officialTitle B t e  

Srate or Fadem1 agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

1 hereby certify tkat the pmperry is. Sirnature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered in rhe National Register. 
See continuation sheet 

determ~ned eligible for the 
Nationai Reeis~er " 

See continuation sheet 
daerrnined not eligible for tfie 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property" Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) [Check only one b x )  (Do not ~nclude previously listed mources ~n count J 

a private 

p u b h ~ l ~ o d  
r] publrc-State 

pubhc-Federal 

[X1 building(s) 

district 

[71 site 

structure 

object 

Yame of related m~dtiple property listing 
(Enter "h'j h" I!' pmpcn? 1s nrll pan oia  multiple proper& listing j 

Contributing Noncontributing 

objects 
7 
L. 1 Total 

Sumher of Contributing resources previously listed 
in the Xationrl Rcgiatcr 

Arkansas Highway Histoy and Archilectnre, 19 10-1965 

6 ,  Function ar Use 

Historic Functions 
(Fntercategones frmn ins~ruct!crns) 

Current Functions 
(Enter cate-gones from ~nstnrctionq) 

COhfMERCEfTR4DE!spec1alty store COh~~ERCE!TRPJ3E;special~ store 

- 

.Qrchiteetural Classification 
( F n m  catqorim from lastnrctlc?nsj 

MODFRV MOVEk.aKT~.rt Deco 

Materials 
(tnrer c a t g o n e  fwm iwmcrions) 

foundat ion C O Y W E  
walls CONCRETE BLOCK, WOOD, 

STUCCO 

Farrative Description 
( b c r i b e  the historic and c u m 1  condiuon artbe propep on one 07 mme zoctinuation sheets 1 
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Applicable National: Register Criteria .& Levels af Significance (local, state. national) .= 
(?.lark 'K'. in omor mox h x e s  for the cnteriz quallfy~ng the p m p q  Locd 
for Nanonal Register lining.) 

[7 A Propert). is assoclared with events that have made 
a s~gnificant contribution to the broad patterns of h e a s  of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
our history. Arch t ecture 

B Property is associated with the Eves of pzrsons 
sign~ficant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distmctive characteristics 
of a twe, penod, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master: or possesses 
hgh adistic values, or represents a significant and 
distmguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
ind~vidual distinction. 1933 

I) Property has yielded, or is hkell; to yield: 
information important in prehistory Dr  histoy. 

Criteria Considerrtions 
(Mark "xu in all the twxm that apply i 

Propeny is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B,  removed from its original location. 

Significant Dates 
1934 

Siflcant Person (Complete if Cnrencn B 1s marked) 

[L3 C. birthplace or grave of a hisroncal figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Affiliation 1CompEae if Cntm-ia P is marked) 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconsrmcted buildmg. nbjecr or structure. 

F a cr?mmemorative propxp 
. . lrchitec~uilder 

G lest; than 50 >ears of age or achtvcd significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explann the s ~ g n ~ f i ~ a n x  oirhc pr- on ant or mom continuation shem 1 

9. Maior Biblio~ranhical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite rhe &is, anicles, ad 0th- snumrs used in preparing rhls form on one cr more continuafron s1leets.j 

Prewions documentation on file W S ) :  
pselMar?f Qtennination of individua1 listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 
prfiiouslp listed in the Natronal Register 
Previously determined el~gible by the National 
Register 

designated a Yational Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
$ 

[7 recorded by Hirtoric American Engineering 
Record 

Primary location of additional data: 
Smte Historic Preservat~an Ofice 
Other State .4gency 
Federal Agency 
1 Local Government 
Q University 

Other 
Name of repository: 
SMoh Museum, Springdale, Arkansas 
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141. Geographical Data 

b. 

Acreage of Property Less than one acrr. 

UTM References 
IPIace addiaorwl UTM refetcpces an a csntouation shed ! 

I 15 398697 4005025 
Zone Faqtlne Ynrthlnp 

Verbal Boundary Description 
( D a c n k  ths 'mudants ofthe properr). on a continuat~nn sbea ) 

Boundary Justification 
Explann why the houodanes were selected un a continuation sheet)  

3 
Zone E3st1ng Nofih~ng 

4 

See innllnuation s h u t  

namc~title Ralnh S. "A-llcox. National Reeister & Sunrev Coordmatw 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date May 4,20 1 1 
street Rc number 1500 Tower Bu~ldmg. 323 Center Street telephone (50 11 324-9187 

city or town Little Rock state -4R ZIP code 72101 

Additional Documentation 
Subinri r l ~ c  l r~l l i~wr~~c.  1 1 ~ [ 1 1 \  -A 1 . 1 1  :l:e ;nrnp?dd f ~ n n  

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series} indicating rhe property's l~catlon 

A Sketch, map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous rmwces.  

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the propeny. 

Additional items 
{Check wlth the SHPO or FPO for any additional iremc ) 

Property Owner 
( C n ~ u p l ~ : ~  this ncm 21 the r q u a t  of SHPO cr FPCn 1 

name 
street Rr number telephone 

city or toun state zip code 
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SrnrnZARY 
The Price Produce and Filling Station at 4 13,4 15, and 4 17 East Emma Avenue in dotvntnwn Springdale is 
an Art Deco-sMe produce stand and filIing station built in 1911. The three-building complex contains the 
main building that housed the filling station and produce stand, a small store building that has historically 
housed barber shops, and a small apartment that was originally an open structure, likely used for sewicing 
cars. 

The three buildings rest on concrete foundations and rhe main building and apartment are built out of 
decorative concrete block while the small store building has stucco walls. The main building and small store 
building have flat roofs while the apartment has a gable roof. The buildings get their Art Deco-style 
influence from the lancet-shaped, fluted, mgagd pilasters that project abol~e the parapet. 

ELABOR4TTON 
The Price Produce and Filling Station at 4 13.4 15, and 4 1 T East Emma -4venue is located in the historic 
commercial hem of downtown Springdale. The complex: which consists of three buildings, was built in the 
Art Deco style in 1934 and originally housed a produce stand, cream station, and filling station in its main 
building. The complex's smaller buildings consist of a smaIl store building that has historically housed 
barber shops, and a small apattment that was originally an open structure, likely used for senicing cars, 

The three buildings rest on concrete foundations and the main buiIding has a stucco fiont fapde and the 
remaining fagades are built out of decorative concrete block. The apartment has decorative concrete block 
lower walls and vertical board upper walls. The small store building has stucco walls. The main building 
and small store building have flat roofs while the apartment has a front-facing gable roof. The complex gets 
its Art Deco-style influence from the lancet-shaped, fluted, engaged pilasters that project above the parapets 
of the main building and the small store building. 

413 Emf Emma - Contributing 

North Facade 
The north of ehe main building is dominated by two central plate-glass windows that each have three 
rectangular transom windows above. h the center of the stuccoed wall space above the windows is a 
rectangular plaque that reads "PRICE'2horizontally with "1 9" on the left and "34" on the right oriented 
vertically. Above the plaque is a modern streetlight. The pair of plate-glass windows is flanked on each side 
by a lancet-shaped, fluted, engaged pilaster followed by an entrance. Each entrance has a new metal-framed 
plate-glass door with an arch-shaped m s n m  window above. Fach entrance is flanked on the outside by a 
lancet-shaped, fluted, engaged pilaster at the building's comers. 

In fiont of the building's north faqade is a raised rectangular area of concrete with rounded corners which has 
a metal sign post and also used to house the filling station's two gas pumps. 
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East Facade 
The east fapde of the main building is consrructd mainly of ashlar-faced concrete blocks, although the top 
two courses are smooth-faced. The top of the facade steps do~irn as it progresses from front to back to mimic 
the slope of the roof. Towards the center of the faqade is a doornay with a modern plain door and a boarded- 
up transom window above. 

Ta the left of the doorway is a single bearded-up window. The rvindow has a projecting concrete sill, large 
cast-concrete lintel, and brickwork along both sides of the window. 

South Facade 
The south faqade of the main building is faced in mainly smooth-faced concrete blocks. In the center of the 
fagade is a doorway with a modern black-metal barred door. The central doorway is flanked on each side by 
a single boarded-up window. Each window has a projecting concrete sill, large cast-concrete lintel, and 
brichork along both sides of the window, 

At the west end of the south fatyde is the southern end of the building's loading dock. The loading dock is 
constructed out of cast concrete and is accessed by two cast-concrete steps at the east end of its south side. 

West Eaqade 
As with the east faqade, the west facade of the main building is constructed mainly of ashlar-faced concrete 
block$ although the top two courses are smooth-faced. The top of the f a ~ a d e  steps down as it progresses 
from front to back to mimic the dope of the roof. Towards the center of fie faqade is a doorway with a 
modern metal barred door. To the right of the doorway is a single mlndow that is partially boarded up. The 
window has a projecting concrete sill, large cast-concrete lintel, and brickw-ork along both sides of the 
window. 

Towards the south end of the faqade is the building's loading dock. The cast-concrete loading dock has a 
large boarded-up doorway, which has a boarded-up window to its right. The window has a pro-jecting 
concrete sill, large caqt-concrete lintel, and brickwork along both sides of the window. En addition, the 
doomay has a large cast-concrete lintel. 

41 5 East Emma - Abn-Contributing 

Sorth Faqadc 
The north faqade of 4 15 East Emma is oriented around a central enhance. The entrance has a modem four- 
panel door with metal-framed screen door. The eneance is sheltered by a projectins gable-roofed stoop with 
vertical board siding under the roof. The stoop is supported at each corner by a single square post. The 
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entrance is flanked on each side by a single metal-hmed, one-ovu-one window. The top half of the fagade 
is sheathed in verticd-board siding while the faqade below the windows is smooth-faced concrete blocks. 

East Facade 
The east faqade has no fenestration. The top half of the faqade is sheathed in vertical-board siding while the 
lower half is ashlar-faced concrete blocks. 

South Faqade 
The south fapde  has no fenestration. The top half of the faqade is sheathed in vertical-board siding n~hlrile the 
lower half is ashlar-faced concrete blocks. The exception is a smalI gable-roofed addition that projects fiom 
the center of the faqade that is entire] y sided in vertical-board siding. 

West Faqade 
The west fapde has no fenestration. The top half of the fapde is covered in vertical-beard siding while the 
1o.zver half is ashlar- faced concrete blocks. 

North E a ~ a d c  
The north fa~ade of the small store building is fenestrated by a central plate-glass windows that has three 
rectangular transom windows above. The window is flanked on each side by a lancet-shaped. fluted 
engaged pilaster. At the west end of the faqade, the faqade is beveled to accommodate a northwest-facing 
entrance. The entrance consists of a modern metal-framed, plate-glass door. The entrance is flanked on each 
side by a lancet-shaped, fluted, engaged pilaster. 

East Faqade 
The east fagade is n party wall with the building to the east. 

South Faqade 
The south fagade has a central window with a projecting sill that is b o d e d  up. 

West Fapde 
Beginning at the northern end of the west fa~ade,  it is fenestrated by a central plate-slass windows that has 
three rectangular transom windows above. As on the front fapde, ~e window is flanked on each side by a 
lancet-shaped, fluted, engaged pilaster. To the right of the window is a former entrance that has been 
boarded up and replaced by a window air conditioner. The former entmn~e is also flanked on each side by a 
lancet-shaped, fluted, engaged pilaster. 
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Further to the south, the faqnde angles to the southeast. On this plane of the faqade there is a boarded-up 
entrance to the right with a wide, short, rectangula~ window opening to the left. The window has been 
boarded up with vertical-board siding and has a projectin3 concrete sill. 

The southem third of the f a~ade  faces west and this portion of the fapde has a central entrance with modern 
wooden door. The entrance is flanked on each side by a wide, short, rectangular window opening that has 
been boarded up with vertical-board siding and has a projecting concrete sill. 

Integrity 
Overall, the Price Produce and Senrice Station retains good integrity from when it was built in 1934. The 
windows that remain are the orignal windows, Although some windows and entrances have been boarded 
up, it is srill easy to recognize the complex's Art Deco features, most notably the lancet-shaped fluted 
pilasters. By far, the biggest change to the complex is the modification to the small buildins in the rear that 
turned it into an apartment. How-ever, it appears that this building never had the ,4rt Deco detailing that the 
other two buildings did. Even so, because of the extensive changes, it is considered to be non-contri huting. 

The setting around the Price Produce and Service Station still reflects the setting when it was built in the 
1930s. The Price Produce and Service Station i s  located in the downtown commercial heart of Springdale. 
The buildings around the complex mainly date from the earIy 1900s and reflect the type of architecture that 
would have been found in Springdale when the Price Produce and Smice Station was built. 
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SUMMARY 
Located at 4 13,415, and 4 1 7 East Emma Avenue and built in 1 934, the Price Produce and Service Station 
represents an excellent example of a vernacular interpretation of the Art Dsco style. With its lancet-shaped 
fluted pilasters that project above the parapets of the buildings, the complex illustrates some of the key 
characteristics of the style, including smooth wdl surfaces, usually of stucco, stylized and geometric motifs 
that occur as decorative elements on the fapde, d vertical projections above the roofline that give the 
buildings a vertical emphasis. As an excellent example of a vernacular interpretation of the .kt Dew style, 
the Price Produce and Senrice Station is being nominated to the National Remster of Historic Places under 
Criterion C with Focal significance. 

The Price Produce and Senrice Station i s  also being submitted to the National Regster of Historic Places 
under the multiple-property listing "'Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era k c h i  tecture, 1 9 1 0-1 965" in 
conjunction with the historic context '"kansas Highway History and Architecture, 19 10-1 965.'' 

HISTORY OF TErE PROPERTY 
The eseblishent of Washington County and Arkansas's western border b q a n  in 1820 with the creation of 
Crawford County by the Arkansas territorial. legislature. Four years later, Congress passed a bill that moved 
the western boundary of the Arkansas territory 40 miles to the west, although white settlers were not alIowed 
to establish residence in the new area due to an 1 8 1 7 treaty. In I 827 Ithe Secretary of 1J7ar lifted the ban on 
white settlement in the Cherokee country, and on October 1 3, 1 827, LoveIy County was created by the 
Arkansas territorial legislature. The following year, a treaty moved the territorial boundary 40 miles to the 
east, to i t s  present location. and on October, 17, 1828, the territorial legislature created 'E%'ashington County 
out of Lovely County, whch ceased to exist.' 

Although settlement began in I+'mhington C o u r l ~  and the Springdale area in the early 1 ZOOS, it was not until 
the arrival of the railroad that the regon really began to de\~elop. Leaders in the area had the construction of 
a railroad in the area as a goal prior to the Civil War. However, it took many years before it was finally 
accomplished. In 1868. the Arkansas legislature panted aid of $1 5,000 per mile to the Northuwtern 
Railroad Border Company for the completion of a railroad from Missouri to Van Buren through Fayettevibille 
and Bentonville. However, they were not able to accomplish it.2 

The completion of a railroad line through Washington County would not happen until the Frisco decided to 
undertake construction in the late 1 870s. The Frisca surveyed two lines through Washington County, one 
through Prairie Grove Valley and one through Fayetteville. Businessmen in the Fayetteville area influenced 

"isioq, qf Wmhington County, Arkansm. Springdale, AR: Shiloh M u s m ,  1989, pp. 85-86. 
' Zbid, p. 236. 
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the Frisco's decision by purchasing right-of-way for the line from Missouri to Fayetteville for $8.000 and 
also contributing $2,500 for a depot in ~ a ~ e t t e v i l l e . ~  

I n e n  the first train arrived in Fayetteville on June 8, 1 88 1, it was a great occasion. Approxima~el y 10,000 
people greeted it, and J. R. Pettigrew, who was the publisher of the Arkansas Senh'nel, cornmenzed, 
'TayetteviIle, and Northwest Arkansas, are exuberant with joy. We are entering a new era; the humdmrn of 
the stage coach days is past, we are out of the old grooves: the steam is up, the bell is ringing and we plunge 
into the stimng active scenes of the new life."' 

The area m n d  Springdale when compared to the rest of northwest Arkansas, i s  relatively flat. As a result, 
early settlers actuaIly more often than not came from the north rather than from other parts of Arkansas. As 
the FFA Guide to Arkamas pointed out, "Set apart from the rest of the State by the Ozarks to the south and 
east, and climatically distinguished by a rather high altitude, Benton and Washington Counties offer a scene 
unlike other parts of Arkansas. Though their land is rich, the people here have never known a plantation 
m n o r n  y. Culturally oriented toward the Midwest rather than the South, and owning few 
slaves,. . .diversified agriculture gives to this northwest corner a degree of prosperity comparable to that found 
in the average good farming area in the United ~tates."' 

Throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries: the area remained rural and farming was the 
foundation of the area's economy. Even in the 1 930s, the W.4 Guide lo Arkansas indicated that "South of 
Rogers US 71 again traverses farm and orchard country, passing the BEKTON COUNTY 
NURSEiXY.. .which selIs young trees to apple, plum, and peach growers in the region. Farther south 
occasional vineyards appear, reminders that grapes from some 3,000,000 vines rank next to apples as a 
commercial h i t  in northwest Arkansas. Concords are the most important variety, although Moore's Exly 
and Niagara: are also cult i~ated. '~ 

Springdale (originally known as "Spring-in-fie-Dale") was one of the centers of the fanning region. The 
development of the railroad through the area provided an "outlet for produce and h i t  [that] made those two 
industries the most prominent, and gave Springdale a leadership in the general hit-gowing interests of this 
part of the State, qua1 to any." In fact, Springdale even had ''The Springdale Farmers' Club ['~vhich] was 
organized in January 1 886, with MT. M. Davis. president, and John B. e l l  as secretary. The club has been 
one of the powerEuI instruments in the development of Springdale. . . .Kew varieties of fruit have been 

]bid, p. 237. 
' fird. p. 235. 

West, Elliott. The WPA Guide ro 1930s Arkansas. Laurence, KS: Universirl; Press of Kansas, 1987 reprint of 194 1 pubticanon. 
p. 306. 
' West, Elliott. The W A  Gulde 10 19317s Arkawas, Lawrence. KS: University Press of Kanm. 1987 rqrint  of 194 1 publicanon. 
p. 310. 
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introduced and experimented with, amongst which is the noted early red peach, 'The Gov. Garland,' named 
and discovered by I. B. Gill. . . .The sociev has fifteen wide-awake members."' 

The importance of growing fruit continued into the twentieth century as well. The WPA Guide to 1930s 
Arkansas stated: 

As early as 1835 the Shannon apple oFiVashin-pton County was ttaking 
prizes in world expositions. In 1 887 the first carlead shipments were made 
from Benton County. Orchardists in the northwest comer of the State set out 
millions of trees during the next 20 years. A crop of 7,000,000 bushels was 
picked, and 4,574 carloads were shipped, in 191 9. Two years later, drought 
and parasites damaged the orchards heavily, and the 1 9 19 peak has never been 
regained. Ada Red, Transparent, Jonathan. and Delicious were the mosr 
c o r n o n  varieties in the 625,000 bushels marketed in 1939. 

Northwest Arkansas, the leading apple area, also has more vineyards 
than my other part of the State. The concentration of grape growing in 
Washington and Benton Counties was inspired in part by the success of 
vineyards cultivated at Tontitawn by Italian settlers prior to the World ~ a r . '  

Springdale took full advantage of the h i t  industry that thrived in the area. In the 1930s, it was home to a 
IVeIch Grape Juice Factory that employed 50- 100 people and the Nelson Wine & Distillery Company Plant, 
whch produced "about 100,000 gallons of sherry, claret, and port each year." Nelson's adjoining packing 
plant also canned tomatoes, spinach, beans, and apples.' 

The importance and growth of the produce industry in the Sprinsdale area offered opportunities for residents 
to cash in on the industry's benefits, not just in farming: but in the industry's retail side. One person who did 
was V. Price, utho came to Springdale in 1923. He initially worked for the Springdale Produce Company, 
but opened his omn business, the Price Produce and Smjce Station, in 1934. Price's business was notable 
enough to get described in the Golden Anniwrsq;l Edition qf&eSpn'ngdale,Vews in 1937. It said: 

Hisrory of Benron. Washmg ton, Carroll, Madison, Crmford. Franklin, and Sebas tran Cormttes, Arkansas. C hicage: The 
Goodspeed Publishing Co., 1 X89, pp. 259 and 261. 
a West, Elliott. The WPA Guid~  to 1930s Arkansas. Law~ence. KS: University PRCS of Kansas, 1987 reprint of 194 1 publicat~oa 
p. 62. 
' West, Elliott. The W A  Guide to 1930s Arhnsas. h e n c e :  KS: University Press of Kansas. 1987 reprint of 1941 publicarion, 
p. 310. 
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The Price Produce and Service Station is one of the newer firms in 
Springdale, having been opened in 1934. but it is o w m d  and operated by a 
man, V. Price, who has been in business here since 1 923. 

?I.Io~,ring his family to SprEnsdale in 1923 to make their home, _Ms. 
Price was associatad with the Springdale Produce Company until he decided 
to branch off by himself, and built the modern business building and drive in 
senice station on East Emma Avcnue that now houses both firms. 

Tn addition to offering a local market for p o w l ~ ?  eggs, cream and other 
produce, the firm as stated above operates a modern sewice station. through 
whch they sell Cities Service oil, gasoline and other products. 

Mr. Price manages zhs firm, assisted by kfn. Price. their son Scott. and 
Martin Taylor. '" 

Price built his new complex on the south side of East Emma Avenue, Springdale's major commercial 
thoroughfare, and the original route 0EU.S. 7 1.  In 1924, the sj te was occupied by a dwelling, in fact the last 
dwelling left in the block. However, as Springdale grew and the doantown expanded, sites on Emma 
Avenue became mare desirable far commercial entcrpri~es.~ 

The complex that Price built was unlike anything else that existed in dontotown Springdale. With its lancet- 
shaped engaged pilasters projecting above the roof, the Price Produce and Smice Station was a great 
example of a vernamIar interpretation of the Art Dew sty1 e. The .4rt Deco style emerged from the 
L'Exposition Internationale des Arts Decoratifs et lndustriels Modemes, which was a large exposition stag& 
in Paris in 1925 to celebrate rnoderni ty in design. The style, which emphasized modernity: also developed as 
a reaction to the Art Nouveau style, which highlighted "decoration and aesthetic beaupi" over "any scnse of 
function.'*12 

The inspirations for the Art Deco style were varied, from African tribal art, ancient Egyptian culture, and 
Assyrian art. to Central American art and architecture and the eastern exoticism of Sergei Diaghilev's Ballets 
Rtases. The period of colonial expansion in the early hventieth century brought about an increased 
awareness of African art while Howard Caster's discoveq of Turdhamen's tomb in 1922 raised interest in 
the arts of Egypt. Central American architecture of the Aztec and M a y n  cultures, specifically the stepped- 
pyramid dmign, also influenced -9rt Deco architecrure, especially skyscraper design where the stepped design 
allowed easy compliance with Manhattan zoning laws. I' 

10 "Price Produce and Service Station." Go Iden Annicersay~ Ediricrn qfthe Springdale ;ZTws. 29 hpri l 1937, p. 66,  In the fiIes of 
the Shitoh Museum, Spnngdale, Arkansas. 
I ' Sanhortl Map for Springdale, Arkansas, 1924. 
j 2  Zacztk, Iam. Art Deco, Bath, England: Pimagon, 200 1,  pp. 7-8. 
j 3  Zaczek. lam. Art D ~ c o .  Bath, England: Parragon, 2001, pp. 11-12 
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The Price Produce and FiILing Station illustrates the Ark Deco influence in a couple of ways. The use of the 
lancet-shaped engaged pilastas, which provide a geometric decorative element, illustrate the popularity of 
geometric motifs in the style. Geometric motifs were very apparent in Central American arf and in some 
African ar! as well, specifically the ad of the Ydebele of southern Africa. The use of a smooth concrete 
finish on the front of the main buf lding and on the building at 4 1 7 East Emma also emphasized the sleek 
modem finishes that were prefersed in the Art Dsco style. 

Interestingly, when Price had his buildings constructed, he chose ornamental concrete block for much of the 
walls, even though it was going out of fashion. (However, since it was being done towards the tail-end of the 
Depression, he may have chosen the consmction type to provide additional ornamentation at a relatively low 
cost.) Ornamental concrete block was one af many building materials that came into use in the period after 
the Victorian era. The material could be substituted for stone or brick. and the companies that made it touted 
it as Iow cost. insulating, and maintenance free. 

Ornamental conmete blocks could be purchased cornmerciall y or they could be molded at the building site 
using special equipment and molds purchased from sources such a5 Sears, Roebuck and Company. Molds 
far home use wuld make one block at a time, and different side panels could be substi t u t d  to make different 
block designs or corner blocks. Ornamental concrete block had become so popular that in 191 3, Sears 
published a separate specialty catalog of concrete block rna~hinery.'~ 

Initially, styles of ornamental concrete block were designed to mimic stone: but the flexibility of mncretc 
soon encouraged the design of a variety of decorative styles. Zn the early years of ornamental concrete block 
manufacture. the most popular style was "rock face," which was designed to appear like stone, and this is 
what Price chose to use fox his complex. A small variety of different rock-like textures were available. 
Second in popularity was "panel face," a flat surface with beveled edges.'6 

However, the use of ornamental: concrete block was not limi td strictly to commercial buildings like the Price 
Produce and Filling Station. Mail order house companies offered a limited number of concrete block home 
designs. For example, from 19 1 1 to I 9 1 8, Sears offered six models or ornamental concrete block homes in 
heir catalogs. During the same time paiod, Montgomery Ward also offerd four collcrcte block rn~dels.'~ 

l 4  B a s h  Darcy, and Sara Drew. "Hanger Hill Historic District, Little; Rock, Pulaskl County, Arkansas." National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form. From h e  files of the Arkansas Historic Preservanon Program, 2fiO7. 
15 B a s h  Darcy, and Sara Drew. "Hanger WllI Historic Dismct, Little Rock Pula~h County, .4rkansas." National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form. From the files of tbe Arkansas Histonc Preservation Program, 2007. 
'' Baskin, Darcy, and Sara DRU~. "Hanger Hill Historic District, Little Rock, Pulaskr County, Arkansas." National Regfster of 
Nist~ric Places Reg~stration Fom. From the files of the Arkansas Historic Presenratien Propam, 2007. 
1 - Baskin, Parcy, and Sara Dreut. "Hanger Hd1 Historic District, Little Rock, Pulask~ County, Arkansas." National Register of  
Historic Places Registration Form. From the files of the .Arkansas Histonc Preservation Program, 2007. 
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Interestingly, after E 930, when Price was hating his complex built, concrete block began to lose popularity. 
Two factors have been cited in its demise, which were the rise of modernism and changes in technology. 
Concrete as a building material did not decline, but sleek, smoosh smfaces had become more stylish by 1 920, 
particularly with the rise of the Art Deco and International styles. Also at this time, automated machines that 
had the capability of producing more than one block at a time were available, upstaging antiquated hand- 
tamped units. Improved block machines and the growth of the concrete industry into ne.rv areas of 
construction brought an end to the use of ornamental face concrete blocks in Arkmas and nationxvide." 

The 1948 Sanbom map for Springdale showd that the front half of the complex's main building was 
occupied by the filling station and the cream station, while the rear half contained the produce and poultry 
section of the enterprise. It was not surprising that Price included a11 of these businesses together in his 
enterprise. Produce was a lucrative business in Springdale. and i t  was the same with poultry. The FVA 
Guide f o 193 0s Arkansas stated: 

The State has become important as a poultry producer since 1920, when the 
first carload shipment of Wyandotte broilers was made from Springdale, in 
WashinHon .+ County. Since t 934 the incubating and fattening of broiler-size 
chickens for sale in distant markets has increased rapidly, and now nearly 
10.000,000 broilers are shipped from northwest Arkansas each year. 
Hatcheries in Benton and Washington Counties have a capacity of 1,500?000 
eggs. Zn 1939 the value: of dI chickens sold from farms was $4,X 16,000; eggs 
brought an additional cash income of ~3,988,000. I "  

The inclusion of a cream station in the complex also made perfect sense in Springdale in the 1930s. It was 
reported in The E7PA Guide to I9305 Arkamas that, '"Since 1 920 there has been a strong trend toward 
dairying and livestock raising. Between 7 924 and 1934 the number of cows milked and the amount of milk 
obtained each rose 34 per cent. National dairy companies opened cream-buying stations and built cheese 
factories at several points. Korthwest Arkansas and the Arkansas Valley lead in milk production, but pick-up 
trucks tour cream routes daily or twice a week in many wunties. Cash sales of milk in 1 939 totaIIed [sic] 
~8,852,000."~~ The fact that East Emma Avenue had originally been the route of L.S. 7 1 and was the h a r t  
of Springdale's commercial district also made the filling station a good business strategy. 

l g  B a s h ,  Darcy, and Sara Drew. 'Wanger Hill Historic District, Litlle Rock, P u h h  County, ..lrkansas." Natlonal Register of 
Hlsloric Places Registration Form. From the files of the Arkansas Historic Przsen~anon Program, 2007. 
I' l i r f i t ,  Elliott. The E T A  Guide to 1930s Arkansas. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1987 repnnl of 1941 
publication. p. 62. 
"' West, Elliott. The WPA Gude ro 1930s Arkansas. Larb~ence, KS: Knjvers~p Press of Kansar, t9R7 repml of 1941 
publication, p. 63. 
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The main building of the complex remained the Price Produce and Filling Station up through 1957. 
However, in 1959 it was known as Price Produce and by T 965 i t  became known as the Price Cream Station. 
Apparently, thou& the business closed in 1965, since it was not listed in the 1966 Springdale Telephone 
Directmy. Mack's Barber Shopp, which occupied 41 7 East Emma, eventually became known as the Senice 
Barber Shop or Jim's Sm-ice Barber. Today, the main building is occupied by Yanez .Mtaations, 4 15 is an 
a p m e n t ,  and 41 7 is occupied by Real Talk Communication. Even though the businesses have changed? the 
complex retains much of its original de s ig  and remains a great example of a vernacular interpretation of the 
Art Dew style." 

SIGNIFTCANCE OF THE PROPERTY 
At the time Price had his complex built in Springdale, the Art Dew style was coming into ful l  f lo\~er in the 
United States. Great landmarks sf the style, such as the Chrysler Building (1925-1920) and the Empire State 
Building (I 930-1 9321, both in New York Cj ty, had recently been completed. In addition. RwPrefeller Center 
(1 932-1 940) and the famous South Beach area of Miami were both under development So doubt, Price 
would have been farniliar w+i th most, if not all, of these buildings, and the exuberance of the sf$e would have 
been attractive. 

In the midst of the 1930s, with the effects of the Depression, starting a business was a r i s k y  proposition, so it 
would have been imperative for Price to set his business apart from the others in Springdale that were related 
to a&culture. The fact that Price had a diversified business with poultry, produce, cream, and the filling 
station, helped. but the architecture of the Price Produce and Smice Station set his business apart as well. 

The use of the Art Deco style allowed Price ta have a bit of fun and whimsy with the buildings' architecture, 
The lancet-shaped engaged pilasters with their fluting were attention grabbing elements, albeit a vernacular 
interpretation. However, according ro Virginia and Lee McAlester, "geometric motifs [occurring] as 
decorative elements on [the] fa~ade. and towers and other vertical pro-iections above the roof line [giving] a 
vertical emphasis" were characteristics of the style. "Smooth wall surface[s], usually of stucco" were another 
Art Dew characteristic that Price employd. E-Iowever, the smooth surface gave a modern, sleek appearance, 
something that Price would have wanted. It gave customers the impression of a modem, fashionable 
business." 

'' SpringdaIe Arkanws Business W~rectory, 1959. Springdale Arkamm Telq~hone Directory, 1953, 1959, 1965, and 1966, 
Springdale Ciry Direcrones, 1967- 1972. In the files of h e  Shiloh Museum, Springdale, .Arkansas. 
I? McNe~ter, Virginia, and h e  McPlIester. A Field Gurde to Amencon Houses. New 'Y'ork: Alfred A. Knopf, 1994, p. 465. 
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Because of its importance as m excellent example of a vernacular interpretation of the Art Deco style, the 
Price Produce and Service Station i s  being nominated to the National Regster of Historic Places under 
Criterion C with local significance. The Price Produce and Service Station is also being submitted to the 
National Register of Historic Places under the multiple-property listing "Pcrkansas Highway and 
Transportation Era Architecture, 191 0- I 965"' in conjunction with the historic context ".4rknnsas Highway 
History and Architecture, 19 10- 1965 ." 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIITTON 
From the southwest corner of the East Emma Avenue and South Water Street intersection, proceed westerly 
for 30 feet along the south side of East Emma Avenue to the point of beginning. From the point of 
beginning, proceed southerly along the east side of the property perpendicular to East Emma Avenue for 200 
feet to the fence h e ,  thence proceed slightly northwest along the fence line for 80 feet. thence proceed 
northerly along the west side of the property perpendicular to East Emma Avenue to the south edge of East 
Emma Avenue for 190 feet, thence proceed easterly along the south side of East Emma Avenue for 80 feet to 
the point of beginning. 

BOIJXDARY JUSTIHCATTOX 
This boundary includes all of the land historically associated with the Price Produce and Service Station. 
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Price Produce and Service Station, c. 1940. From the files of the Shiloh Museum, Springdale, Arkansas. 




















