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Survey Number CH- 12 

Property !ame W i  11 jam Welch House 

- Location Main Street [Wi~hway 45) 

HISTORIC RESOURCES OF CANEHI LL 
WASH I NGTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

Owner Conraw M i  1 1 er 

Address Reedholme 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Set back on a l o t  fac ing Main Street, the William Welch House i s ' a  one-story gable-  
roofed woodframe weatherboard-faced structure b u i l t  on a "T"-plan with t w o  irregularly 
pl anned one- story additions lo t h e  rear (east) . Two original gab1 e-end chimneys 
survive. A one-story cross-gab1 e-roofed centrzl port ico projects f r o m  the  synrmetrical 
facade (west elevation).  P a n e l e d  box co?umns, with bases and c a p i t a l  s a r t icu la ted  i n  
a tri glyph-7 i ke design, carryi ng an unernbel 1 i shed f r i e z e  and cdrnice support the 
p o r t i c o .  The qabl e end of the p o r t i c o ,  the overhanging edge of the roof7 ine, :and the  
Gable ends o f  the house are embell jshed with a decora t ive  band of s c a l l o p i n g ,  apparently 
a circa 18704a l t e r a t i on .  The b u i l d i n g  a lso has a d i s t i n c t i v e  cornice moulding. Although 
the e x i s t j n g  windows are  not  o r i g i n a l  t o  the structure, the integri ty of the  s y r a n e t r i c a l  
fenest ra t ion i s  retained. Similarly, the p r i n c i p a l  entrance e x h i b i t s  t h e  - 

o r i g i n a l  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  i t s  mu1 ti -1 ight transom and side1 i g h t s .  
/' 

STATEMENT OF STGNICANCE 

A s  one of Canehi 11 ' s few survivi ng pre-Civil )Jar structures, the W i l  l i am Wel ch House 
i s  o f  great architectural , historical and potential historical archeological importance. 
A simple vernacular structure b u i l t  on a t r ad i t i ona l  "T"-pl an,  the b u i l d j  ng typifies 
the character o f  building t h a t  comprised the Canehi71 townscape i n  t h e  184Gk and 1856"s 
and influenced the design of  the f irs t  structures erected af ter  t he  Civ i  1 War. Its 
p r o j e c t i n g  gable-roofed por t ico,  a l though now enriched w i t h  a touch of Victorian 
"gingerbread", offers a vernacular interpretatjon o f  t h i s  typical Greek Revival fom. 

Verbal Boundary Descript ion Block 2 ,  Original PI a t ,  Lot 11, Par t  of L o t  12 

Acreage less  than one acre 

Quadrangle Name Lincoln, Ark. Quadrang1 e Scal e 1 : 24000 
f 

UTI4 Reference 

Zone 15 East ing  374 035 Northing 3974 440 
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