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I. Name 

historic Rabbits Foot Lodge 

a n d w  common 

2, Location 
strtet a nurnbr 3660 S i l  ent Grove b a d  - not tor publlcatlan 

ehy, town SprinCldal e - vlctnity of 

Arkansas code 05 ,,,,tY Washi ~ g t o n  code 143 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
- district - public r occupied 
X buildlng(s) 2 private - unoccupied 
. structure - both - work in progress 
- site Public Aequlmltlon Accessible 
- object k% in process 2 yes: restrfeted 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Resent Use 
J agrkultunr - museum 
- commarcial - psm 
- educational 1L private red&nce 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - sclentlfie 
- industrial - transportstion 
- military - other: 

4. Owner of Pronertv 
name Or. and Mrs. David 4. Buckley 

a t m t  numhr 3600 S i  1 ent Grove Road 

, w , t ~ n  Springdale v k i n i t y o f  Arkansas 72764 

5. Location of Legal Description 
caumum, registry oi deeds, ete. U d ~ h i  ngton County Courthouse 

,,* ,,, Fayettevi 13e ,tat, AR 72701 
-- 

6. Remesentation in Existing Surveys 

dds - w a r  -- s l a t e  c o u n t y  - Focal 



7. Description 

Condith CAmck one Check one 
2 ereellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2- originar site - goad - rulnr x altered - mared date 
- ralr - wnsrpoaed 

M B B I T S  FOOT LODGE 

Sumnary 

B u i l t  i n  1908 of mater ia ls  gathered f r o m  i t s  one hundred acre s i t e ,  Rabbits 
Foot Lodge nestles on the hillside which rises sharply above the spring and creek 
for which i t  was named. A1 though i t  i s  located j u s t  one mile northwest of the 
busy town of  Springdale, the Lodge and i t s  t r a n q u i l  setting have always been con- 
sidered a haven by i t s  owners. The sheer s i  ze of this lag  structure c o m n d s  
respect and t h i s ,  along wi th  an attention to sty1 i s t i c  d e t a i  Is reminiscent o f  the 
A d i  rondack Great Camps, have made Rabbits Foot Codge a unique component o f  
Arkansas "historic resources. 

E l a h r a t i o n  

Visitors t o  Rabbits Foot  Lodge approach from the west  and are i m d i a t e l y  
impressed with  the massiveness of this two story log house, which a l so  has a 
f u l l  basement and dormered a t t i c .  In plan, the Lodge i s  similar to an American 
four-square, with a two story el7 and garage extending f r o m  the east side.  One 
of t he  most stri  king features o f  the house i s  i t s  series of pyramidal roofs 
which f l a r e  a t  the eaves. T h i s  pagoda-1 i ke detail has prompted observers to label 
Rabbits Foot  a "combination o f  a Chinese tea house and an Ozark mansion." The 
large central pyramid is pierced at the peak by a br ick  chimney and broken on the 
west, n o r t h ,  and south faces by dormer vents that  a1 so have f l a r e d  eaves. Small 
pyramidal roofs character ize the corners of the deep wrap-around veranda, making 
t he  porch a m a j o r  focal point  of the house. Composit ion shingles have long 
since rep i  abed t h e  bri g i  na7 wood shakes . 

E x t e r i o r  log  w a l l  s rest on a continuous stone foundatlion. .and ,- accerdi ng t o  
a February 14, 1908 article i n  the weekly Springdale News, "all the mater ia l ,  even 
t o  t he  foundation stcne , is- being produced on t h e  property. The l ogs have been 
planed and measure approximately 6" by a".." This type. o f  "rodern" log construction 
features broken, j o i n t s  - t h e  corners are tied together with large spikes - and 
cracks chinked with mortar. Several load-bearing interior walls are l o g  and 
these are expressed on the exterior by exposed tenons. 

Mu1 ti-paned wood, double hung windows a r e  found  throughout the house, mst 
frequently i n  25 over 1 or 25 ever 25 sash. A l l  of the original window shutters 
remain in tac t .  T h i s  small-paned sash configuration is repeated on both  of the 
primary entrance doors located on the south e levat ion as we1 7 as the  french doors 
opening west onto the porch. A1 1 o f  the doors are high1 ighted wi th  mu1 ti-paned 
transoms. 

A deep frame veranda wraps the majn level of Rabbits Foot Lodge on the south 
and west elevation. Rustic l o g  posts serve as supporting co7 umns a t  Snterval s 
along the porch and are linked by a cross rail ing.  Across the west facade t h e  

. p o r c h i s r e p e a t e d a t t h e b a s e m n t  level ,  a r e s u l t o f  thehamesi te 'ss lope.  
The in ter ior  of Rabbits Foot Lodge has changed little since 1908. The 

rustic theme i s  expressed in the  l i v i n g  room and d in ing  room by s ta ined  ceiling 
beams, regularly spaced v e r t i c a l  planks i n  t h e  plaster w a l l s ,  and an enormus 
fireplace and hearth. Kitchen ?and bath  madi f i  cations have been made period? c -  
ally, enabling the house to function e f f i c i e n t l y  today. An unusual pewter 
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chandel ier  hangs over the staircase landing and i s  a remnant o f  the FuP b r i g h t  
occupancy. An a d d i t i o n  on the north side of t h e  Lodge funct ions as  a laundry 
room and allows interior access t o  t h e  basement. 

Rabbits Foot Lodge was constructed above, and just f i f t y  feet  east o f ,  
Dancing Rabbi t  Creek f o r  which i t  was named. The creek i s  fed by a s p r i n g  t h a t  
produces 2-3 mi 11 i o n  gal Ions o f  water a day. Stone terracing and steps were 
added by Senator J. M i  11 iam F u l  bright and 1 ead from t h e  house down t o  the  spr ing . 
He a1 so constructed a dam a sho r t  distance from the spring t o  create a swimming 
hole which i s  presently stocked wi th  t r o u t .  



8. Significance 

=.riod 
- prehistoric 
- 1 4 W 1 4 9 9  
- 1500-1599 
- lfiOS1699 

170+17W 
- 180&1899 

X - 1900- 

Areas sf Signilicenc&hsck and justify below 
-- archeology-prehistwic _ ., community planning - -- landscape architecture.- reilglon 
- archeology-historic -- conservation -- law - science 
-- agriculture -- economics --.- literature - seutptun 
-X. architecture -K edueatlon - rniSltary - social" 
-- art - . engineerby music humanitarian 
- commerce - exploratlon:settlemtnt - philosophy - theater 

cornmunlcatIons industry 1L politics'government - t ransmstion 
.- - invention - other (specify) 

Specifi~ dates 19 03 Buildsr/krthltect unknwn 
Statment of tigdlic.nce (In one paragraph) 1 .  

SUMMARY : 

Rabbits Foot Lodge was b u i l t  i n  19Q8 for  Dr. and Mrs.  Charles F. Perkins. 
L i t t l e  d i d  Dr. Perkins know t h a t  i n  decades t h a t  would follow, t h i s  structure 
would ga in  nota r ie ty  throughout the s t a t e  o f  Arkansas for i t s  wnusual design 
and f o r  t h e  far-reaching impact one o f  i t s  owners would have on both state and 
nat ional  p o l i c i e s .  While log structures are comnplace  in Arkansas' his to ry ,  
the s i z e  and sophist icat ion o f  details found in R a b b i t s  Foot Lodge elevated 
t h i s  type of construction to a new prest ige .  J .  Ail l iam Ful  br igh t ,  President 
of the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Arkansas and later United Sta tes  Congressman and Senator, 
owned R a b b i t s  Foot Lodge from 1934 t o  1946, and remarked in a recent l e t t e r ,  
" I  spent some o f  t h e  f inest  days o f  my l i f e  in tha t  b e a u t i f u l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  
house. I' 

ELABORATION: 

A1 though the area was settled as early as t he  18469, the csmuni ty o f  Spri ngdale 
i n  northwest Arkansas d i d  not  f l ou r i sh  u n t i  1 a f t e r  1881 when the.  S t  ,, Loui: -& 
San Francisco Railroad was b u i l t .  From t h a t  time unti 1 we1 1 i n t o  the'  twentieth 
century the area prss.pered and the population grew i n  response t o  the  t h r i v i n g  
fruit i ndustry. Spri ngda? e boasted canning fac to r ies ,  f r u i t  evaporators, and 
j u i c e  factories which processed a p o r t i o n  o f  the v a s t  a p ~ l e  harvests o f  Benton 
and Washington counties. The z e n i t h  of King Apple 9 r e i g n  was the season o f  
1919 when, from Springdale, more than 1000 ra i  1 way car1 oads of apple  ,products 
were shipped. The area" economy was also bolstered by prosperous 'cattle and 
l i vestock aperati ons . 
Dr. Char1 es F. Perkins was born I n  Kewanee, I1 1 i n o i s  and graduated i n  1886 f r o m  
Rush Medical College of Chicago. He remained i n  Chicago u n t i l  1899 d.uring which 
t i m e  he specialized i n  general surgery. Relocating t o  Springdale i n  1904, Dr. 
Perkins and h i s  wife purchased 100 acres of pastureland northwest of the town. 
D r .  Perk ins  operated a ca t t l e  fam while continuing to practice medicine " i n  
town" u n t j  1 1916 when he so ld  Rabbits Foot Lodge and moved to Rogers, Arkansas. 

Before D r .  Perkins' arrival and the construction of the ledge, Dancing Rabbit  
Creek was a center oS a c t i v i t y  because o f  the clean, endless supply o f  water. 
Prior t o  w h i t e  sett lement, the spring below the lodge supported an Indian 
campground, a large m i  11 i n  the  18001s, and 1 ater served as the water supply 
fo r  the c i t y  of Springdale. After  construction, the 'lodge was t he  1 argest 

.- b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  area and consequentially became t h e  meeting place for business- 
men and the c i t y  counci 1 . * 
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Architecturally, Rabbits Foot Lodge is one of few examples o f  the vernacular 
Adirondack Style in Arkansas. Opening the wilderness to tour i  sm, the  compl e t i o n  
o f  the Adirondack Rai 1 road i n  1871 triggered a "Return to Natu re 'hvement .  
Urban Easterners fashionably vacationed i n  dense1 y waded mountains and rested 
i n  large r u s t i c  lodges somewhat a k i n  t o  a pioneer-style cabin w i t h  a l l  the 
modern conveniences o f  the  day. Many pub1 i c  lodges and fewer p r i v a t e  ones were 
built complete w i  t h  the character is t ic  elements: native l o g  structures w i t h  
enormous stone f i rep? aces, l imbs and branches used i n  decora t i  ve porch rai I i ngs 
and suppor ts  and exposed beams. 

A1 though Rabbi ts  Foot Lodge conta ins a l l  these elements, other features mark 
i t  j u s t i f i a b l y  unique.  M o s t  noticeable i s  the pyramidal roofs w j t h  flared eaves 
which have been said t o  have the appearance of  a '"Chinese structure." Mast 
importantly, almost a1 1 details are completely i n t a c t  and t h e  structure 
mai n t a i  ns an excel 1 ent degree o f  i n t e g r i t y  . 
Rabbits Foot Lodge's m o s t  famous proprietor bought the property in 1934. 
By t h i s  time, J. Wflliam Fulbr ight had already f inished his studies as  a 
Rhodes SchoF a r  and a t ta ined  h i s  degree f rom George Washington Uni versi ty 
School o f  Law. He worked for  the Department o f  Justice, then taught a t  
George Washington University before returning t o  Fayetteville t o  j o i n  the 
Un ive rs i t y  o f  Arkansas faculty as a professor of law. 

Ful b r i g h t  remained in Fayettevil le serving as President of t h e  University 
o f  Arkansas f r o m  1939 t o  1941 and farmed h i s  l i v e s t o c k  on t h e  100 acres 
surrounding Rabbi ts  Foot Lodge. I n  1942, Fulbr ight  was elected to the U. S .  
House o f  Representatives; i n  1944, he became a U n i t e d  States Senator. W i t h  
great  regret, Ful  br igh t  decided t o  sell t h e  lodge in 1946 and relocate h i s  
family back t o  Washington. 

I n  government, Fulbright's career has been an illustrious one. In 1959, 
Ful  br igh t  began serving a 15-year term as C h a J m n  of the powerful 
Senate Foreign Relations Comi ttee. From inception t h r o u g h  passage, F u l  bri g h t  
was responsible for t he  Ful b r i g h t  Act of  1946 which provided for the exchange 
o f  students and teachers between the U n i t e d  States and foreign countr ies.  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY 

This property i s  located in a l l  o f  t h i s  north 808 f e e t  of t h i s  E+, NEk, o f  
section 27, T18N, R30W, l y ing  and being on t h e  e a s t  side of the m i d d l e  o f  the 
F a y e t t e v i l l e  and Ben tonv i l l e  Pub l ic  Road, con ta in ing  24.40 acres, mre o r  l e ss .  
More specifically, from t h i s  northeast corner o f  section 27, T18N, F!30W, t h i s  
nor th  boundary o f  t h i s  property runs due west  for 1312 fee t  t o  the center o f  the 
Fayetteville-Bentonville Public Road, then south down the center o f  the  road 
for  808 f e e t ,  then due e a s t  for 1312 f e e t ,  then due north f o r  808 f ee t ,  back 
t o  the NE corner o f  sect ion 27 .  


