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['7. DESCRIPTIQN 

The K i l t o n  F. Lake House Is a cne-storey b r i ck  structure 
s t r o n g l y  reflectinq ,in its f ron t  facade and i t s  i n t e r i o r  
decorative d e t a i l i n g ,  t h e  symmetrical Georgian and Greek  
Revival  house des igns  of the e a r l y  19th century. --+. .. . 

CONDITION 

I Altered a Unaltsrsd 

The  front facade, consisting of 3 por t ico  e n t r a n c e  door w i t h  
transom and s i d e l i g h t s  and f l anked  by double-hung windows, 
gives express ion  t o  the two front rooms and t h e  wide e n t r a n c e  
h a l l .  From a precisely frontal view there is no h i n t  of the 
multi-room e l l  which extencs to the rear  behind the two front 
p a r l o r s ,  

!-J Moved Original Site 

Deuble-pi tched roofs w i t h  an  8/12 s lope  cover the m a i n  block,  
the e l l ,  md the entrance portico. Originzlly wood s h i n g l e d ,  
t h e  roof was r e - sh ing l ed  w i t h  cedar in 1932,and more recently, 

C_- I 

w i t h  asphalt sh ing les ,  The front p a r l o r s  have f i rep laces ,  
their o u t s i d e  chimneys s t r a d d l i n g  t h e  r i d g e .  The brick 
chimneys t e rmina t e  in corbeled caps. 

(Check One) 

Excallsnr C a d  0 Fair Derericrated Ruins C Unexpeswd 

DE9CRlBE T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l G r N A L  (!f kn0~r I l  P H Y S l C A L  A P P E L R L H C E  

The e l l  extending t o  the rear, b u i l t  as a par t  of the ori~inal 
house, is three rooms deep, The first two rooms of the e i l  
wing are bedrooms which  w e r e  o n c e  heated by a back-to-back 
fireplace located i n  the common p a r t i t i o n  wall. The  t h i r d  
room is a k i t c h e n  w h i c h  has  undergone a number of m o d i f i c a t i o n s  
and is now completely modernized. Parallel to these three 
rooms zre secondary spaces, c o n s i s t i n g  of an open porch off  
the f r o n t  pa r lo r s ,  ad in ing room and a rear pantry.  - - -  

{Check One) 

Most of the i n t e r i o r  surfaces were plastered, sometimes 
d i r ec t ly  on b r i c k ,  sometimes on wood lath. Much of the o r i g i -  
n a l  plaster is i n t a c t ,  Some of t h e  o r i g i n a l  floors are in 
place, though most have been replaced or recovered. 

(Check One) 

The present p l a n  c o n s i s t s  of a p a r l o r ,  l i b r a r y ,  three bedrooms, 
t w o  bathrooms,  d i n i n g  room, breakfast  room, en t rance  hall 2nd 
a sun porch. The la t ter  was added to the west end of the house 
and is glazed on three s i d e s .  

Modernizations have i nc luded  new plumbing, e lec t r i c  w i r i n g ,  
and a h e a t i n g  system w i t h  a gas - f i r ed  furnace.  Access to the 
utility-room basement in which the furnace is loca ted  i s  by 
a narrow stairway concealed in the bedroom floor by an 
inconspicuous t r a p  door floor panel. Two new double-hung 
windows have been installed on both s i d e s  of t h e  fireplace in 
the front p a r l o r  (south wall). These windows ma tch  the large 
front windows in h e i g 3 t  but  are narrower. Frames and trin of 
t h e  new windows match t h e  original , provid ing  a beveled 
w i n d o w  reveal which widens the opening at the i n s i d e  face, 

1 presumably to d l l o w  m a x i m u m  l i g h t  to pass through the 12-inch 
b r i c k  walls. 
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I Descr ip t ion  [Continued - Page 2 )  

Another new window h a s  been added between the breakfast room 
a2d t he  s u n  porch at the rear of t3e  h o u s e .  T h i s  zffords a 
p lea s ing  view of the rear gardens and p a s t u r e l a - d  from t h e  
b r e a k f a s t  table. 

Washi figton 
FOR NPS USE ONLY . 

The en t r ance  por t i co  was >issing fcr a number ~f years  and t h e  
p r e s e n t  one is a reconstruction, S l e n d e r  wood columns have beec 
made to rnztch columns suppor t i ng  t3e p r c h  at the rear of t h e  
pz r lo r s .  The f l o o r  of the p o r t i c c  is of b r i c k .  The narrow 
w h i t e  f asc ia  of t h e  p o r t i c o  r o o f ,  as well a s  t he  f a s c i a  of t h e  
mzir, roof! are x i t h o u t  ornamentatran. 

I 

Always used as a farm 5ouse, t h e  L a k e - B o l l  House h a s  had the 
t y p i c a l  v a r i e t y  of o u t - b u i l d i n g s  through t h e  yea rs .  A t a r n  
S u i l t  at the sam~Tl"me a s  the house s t i l l  stands, though it 
has been altered extensively. The o r i g i n a l  well is s t i l l  
extant, though t h e  well h o u s e  has long since 3een removed. 
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7. Description (Lake-Shores-Bell Fouse - PaGe 3 ) 
The Lake-Shores Be11 House h a s  Seen changed very l i t t l e  d u r i n g  
i t s  one hundred year e x i s t e n c e .  The basic ell-shape floor 
p l a n  has  been al tered  only 3y t h e  I952 addition of a g l a s s  
walled p o r c h  o n  the west  l e g  of t% e l l .  I n  that same year 
t h e  open porch in the elbow of the ell was enc losed  u s in?  
brick from t h e  m i l k  house. 

Cne i n t e r i o r  w a l l  was moved in 1932  when Yr. and  Yrs. Shores  
moved i n t o  the  house. The e a s t  wall of t h e  p a n t r y  (see 
diagram) w a s  moved f o u r  feet f u r t h e r  e a s t ,  making the area 
large enoush for a breakfast  room. Because t h e  house had 
been badly misused for a number of years, m o s t  of  t h e  original 
f l o o r i n g  had to be replaced when the house  was made h a b i t a b l e  
in 1932,  However, t h e  original f l o o r i n g  remains in the e n t r y  
hall and t h e  no r th  p a r l o r .  The original b r i c k  f l o o r  of the 
k i t c h e n  l i e s  three feet below the p r e s e n t  floor which was 

I 

raised to the level  of the rest of the house. 

The Lake-Shores-Sell House is in excellent c o n d i t i c n  due to 
the e f f o r t s  of t h e  p r e s e n t  owners, Yr. and Yrs. Bunn Bell.. 
when Yss. aellls parents bought the property in 1 9 3 2 ,  t h e  
Bell's supervised the restoration. Since 1952, and :~lrs. 
B e l l  have resided in t h e  house. S i t u a t e d  just w e s t  of the 
P r a i r i e  Grove B a t t l e f i e l d  P a r k ,  the Lake-Shores-Bell House 
is enhanced S y  i t s  pastoral  s e t t i n g .  

- 



-Milton F. Lake came to northwest Arkansas  f r o m  Kentucky in 
t h e  l a t e  1860's m d  purchased a Large farm, por t ions  of w h i c h  
had been the scene of t h e  B a t t l e  of P r a i r i e  Grove ( P r s i r i e  
Grove Battlefield Park  is a National 3egister  p r o s e r t y ) .  The 
precise d a t e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  is u n c e r t a i n ,  though it is t h o u g h t  
to have started in-,1868 and to have con t inued  over a three year 
per iod.  A granddaughter of Mr. bake, Mrs. Kathleen Cumins  
of P r a i r i e  Grove, says h e r  father r e c a l l e d  p r e g a r i n g  meals for  
t h e  glastering crew hfhen he was 16 y e a s  016, which would have 
been in 1870. Alexander Hendry, one of the leading c a r p e n t e r /  
con t rac to r s  i f i  Washington County durf ng t h i s  decade, w a  
involved in the construction af the Lake House, Yenffy was 
later to be one af the prime contractors in bui ld ing  t h e  
Un ive r s i t y  H a l l  at the Arkansas I n d u s t r i a l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  some 
1 5  miles away in Fayetteville. 

- 

M, F. Lake was a man of cons iderable  p o l i t i c a l  a b i l i t y ,  for in 
less than  t e n  years a f t e r  corning to Arkansas ,  h e  was a r.ernber 
of the Arkansas legislature. By 1874 he h a d  been appointed 
to t he  Board of T r u s t e e s  of the Arkansas Industrizl Univers i ty .  
In that same year 3e was appoif i ted to serve on the University's 
t h i r d  b u i l d i n g  committee. Additionally, he was one of the 
s i g ~ e r s  of the 1874 Constitution of Arkansas.  

SIGMHJCANCE. 
p E R l O O  (Check One or M m s  8 a  Appmptiaia) 

0 Pre-Colmbian 16th Century 0 I8rh Csnturr f-J 20th Century 
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I T A T  SMENT O F  S l G H B F l C A N C E  

The kke-Shores-Sell Hoxse is 2 w e l l  p reserved  example of t h e  
one-storey brick farm house of a well-to-do gentleKen farmer, 
statesman, and corn-unity leader of  t h e  pos t -Civ i l  War era  i n  
ncrth Arkansas. Though modest in size and arch i tec tura l  
d e t a i l i n g ,  t h e  house is nevertheless notable for t h e  ind iv id-  
uality of i t s  plan, for t h e  decept ive ly  ~ r m d  s c a l e  of i t s  
high c e i l i n g  in te r io r s ,  and, particularly, for the care and 
s k i l l  w i t h  which it has been renovated. 

The Lake House r m a i n e d  in the fami ly  until 1932  when 3 
dauchter  of the b u i l d e r ,  M r s .  E l l a  B a r n e t t ,  sold it to 
Mr. John C. Shores, a r e t i r ed  in su rance  man 5rom L i t t l e  Rock, 
Arkansas. M r .  S h o r e s  d46 some remodelling in 1534, and 
subsequently t ransferred  ownership to his daughter and 
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Bunn Bell. 

* 
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Significance (Continued - Page 2 )  

Modernization of t h e  house by Mr. and N r s .  Bell began in 1952, 
and has  been pa ins tak ing  and meticulous.  They have attempted 
to change as l i t t l e  as possible of the o r i g i n a l  faSric of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  w h i l e  incorpora t ing  into t h e  h o ~ e  t h e  comforts and 
conveniences of contemporary l i f e .  In t h i s  respect t h e  house 
can be reqarded as a model of adaptive preservat ion.  

- 
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