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CONDlT lO H CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

DESCRlB E THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Shiloh Church, intended f o r  use as a church, but  since the 1930 's  used as 
a f r a t e rna l  meeting h a l l ,  i s  a two-storey frame b u i l d i n g  constructed i n  

- 1870. The f loor  plan i s  rectangular  and measures 45 f e e t  by 35 feet .  
Whlifk-clapboard w a l l s  and a gable roof enclose the  40 foot tat  l s t r u c t u r e .  
Exter ior  t r i m  consists o f  a boxed cornice w i t h  returns over a wide p l a i n  
en tab la tu re  a t  each gable end,  and wood p i l a s t e r s  a t  each corner o f  the 
b u i l d i n g .  

The n o r t h  and south elevat ions a re  d iv ided i n t o  equal bays by four double 
hung sash, s ix-over-s ix  l i g h t  windows a t  both the f i r s t  and second storey 
levels. The western-must bay on the south e levat ion ,  ground f l o o r ,  
conta ins a pane l l ed  wood door w i t h  transom. Dressed f i e l d  stone was used 
i n  the o r i g i n a l  foundation, bu t  has been covered w i t h  cement and faced 
w i t h  fourteen inch wide boards. 

The facade (west)  e leva t ion  i s  symmetrical, w i t h  a p a i r  of panel led doors 
w i t h  transoms on the  ground flmr level, and windows identical to those 
on the north and south elevations at the second storey l eve l .  The b e l f r y  
centered above the ridge 1 ine  a t  the west end of the  roof, has been 
reconstructed a t  least three t imes. However, e a r l i e r  b e l f r y s  were q u i t e  
s i m i l a r  i n  shape and scale to t he  present b e l f r y .  The o r i g i n a l  b e l l  is 
s t i l l  i n  use. 

Except for an encls$ed space i n  the northwest corner,  the i n t e r i o r  o f  
t h e  grocrnd floor remains open as when o r i g i n a l l y  constructed i n  1870. 
The f i r s t  flmr c e i l i n g  has not beeh lowered and remains a t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
15 1/2 foot height. An enclosed sta i rway i n  the southwest corner leads 
t o  a hal lway on the  west end o f  the second f l oo r .  Doors on the east  s i d e  
o f  the upsta i rs  h a l l  lead t o  the  large open room which covers almost a i l  
of the  second f l oo r .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  original floors, w a l l s  and second 
s torey  c e i l i n g  have been covered w i t h  contemporary materials i n  recent 
years (p lywood  panel 1 ing, acoust ical  t i  le, e t c . )  

The simple Fresk..fievival touches and impressive dimensions combine to 
make the Sh i l oh  Church a most architecturally pleas ing  structure. As 
Spr ingdale ls  o ldes t  su rv i v ing  bu i ld ing ,  Shiloh Church i s  t he  comunity's 
most v i s i b l e  l i n k  w i t h  its e a r l y  h i s to r y .  
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occasional meetings, the b u i l d i n g  was abandoned by both the churches and 
the Masons i n  t h e  l a t e  1920%. 

I n  1932 Springdale's Water and Sewer D i s t r i c t  toak possesrion of the 
church and property  because o f  d e l  i nquent taxes.  Three years later the 
Oddfe l la$s  p a i d  the  back taxes and became t h e  owners. Since that  t i m e  
the Oddfellows have used the o l d  church as  t h e i r  lodge h a l l .  The preser-  
va t ion  of t h e  building i s  due solely t o  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  

The minutes f rwn the meetings of the Shiloh B a p t i s t  Church are  i n t a c t ,  
except f o r  the f i r s t  book, 1840-1845. How i n  the possession o f  the Sh i loh  
Museum of Spr ingdale ,  these e a r l y  church records document the  h i s t o r y  of 
t h e  church. During the n ine teenth  century the growth of Shi loh Church 
preceeded but para1 1 eled the growth af the Springdale cornrnuni t y .  

The town o f  Springdale grew up around Sh i loh  Church, a structure which 
represents the importance of re1 ig ion to the e a r l y  settlers i n  the 
reg ion .  Surrounded by the most h i s t o r i c  s i tes  i n  the c i t y ,  Sh i l oh  
Church stands a5 the  most important h i s t o r i c  landmark i n  Spr ingdale .  
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The Shiloh Church i s  the m o s t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  structure i n  the 
northwest Arkansas comnunity of  Springdale. Bui l t  i n  1876, i t  has been 
used f o r  over one hundred years as both a church and a fraternal  lodge 
h a l l .  I t  i s  the only st ructure  s u r v l v i n g  from t h e  community% e a r l y  years, 
and serves as the most important v i s i b l e  reminder of the town's history. 

On the same block as Shiloh Church (Block One, or ig inal  town p l a t  o f  
springdale) and just northwest of the b u i l d i n g  i s  the s i t e  o f  Springdale's 
f i r s t  t w o  churches. Circa 1840 a log church was mved t o  the site donated 
by William D. Quinton. During the C i v i l  War th is  f i r s t  church b u i l d i n g  
was burned, and was replaced i n  1868. Two years la ter  a t h i r d  structure,-* 
the p w s e n t  ShiFoh Church, was built just southeast of t h e  original church 
s i te .  

Un t i l 1878 when the town was i ncorporated , Spr i ngdale had- been known as 
Shiloh. The name "Springdale" was taken from t h e  natural spring which l i e s  
j u s t  northeast o f  the Shi loh Church. The'comnunity's S irst graveyard lay 
just  nor th  of the present church, but was moved about 1894 to open a street 
across t h e  s i t e ,  

Shiloh Church was b u i l t  on land belonging t o  Reverend John Holcombe, a 
pioneer sett ler i n  the area and one of t he  e a r l i e s t  p-of Shiloh 
Church (c. 1843). I n  1872 Reverend Hotcanbe gave the land on which t h e  
church was built to the  three churches which shared in  i t s  construction 
costs: S h i l o h  Regular B a p t i s t  Church, L i b e r t y  Missionary Baptist Church, 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church South, Control l ing in te res t  was given 
to the  Shi loh Church. 

The local Hasonic lodge used and paid for upkeep of the building's upper 
roam, and alsosharedhalf the expense of  r o o f  repairs .  Cumber used i n  the  
construction of Shi  loh Church came from the Van Winkle M i  l l near War Eagle, 
another e a r l y  communi t y  i n  the area. The lumber was seasoned and hand 
dressed at the construction site. 

For over f i f t y  years the church was in  continual use by both church groups 
and the Hasonic Lodge. However, as the cornunity grew church members 
gradual l y  d ispersed to  other churches. The Shi lah Baptist Church was the  
last  congregation to h o l d  regular services i n  t h e  building. Except fo r  
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