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3x2 of northw2s.t Ark&-.asasf most soundly zor.skructted houses in located at 
- -~shnsan. %sting on, a four-foot-thick foundat ion of native s tma,  
- L ~ E  Johnson House is of so l id  brick constr1:ction w i t h  18- inch- th ick  
exterior w a l l s .  TRs in ter ior  was equally vell constructed and shows 
Little, if any, detsrioration after a l i o s t  a century of USE. 

Const ruc t ion  of the house bzgan about 1880 and w a s  cornplated in 
1882. B r i c k s  were  nade and k i l n  fired in a f i e ld  south of the house. 
Stonemason M. C. Todd, whose name is carved on the northwest corner af 
the porch, c u t  the sandstone used for the entry s t e p ,  porch, water 
tabla and window sills. The carpenter's name was originally carved 
on a porch bracket, but was Lost when the porch was remodeled in the 
1920's. 

The Johnson House is an ell-shape structure w i t h  a one-story wing 
projecting from the rear of the two-story house. The'one-story ell- 
shape porch, running along the inside of the e l l ,  was enclosed in 1962. 
A two-story porch covers the center bays of the five-hay-wide w e s t  
facade . 
Separating the brick walls and stone foundation is a w a t e r  table of 
cu t  sanh tone .  The so l id  brick walls are se t  in an unusual pattern 
w i t h  every n i n t h  row of bricks s e t  lengthidise. R e s t i n g  on the sanZstone 
porch are four carved limestone blocks which su>prt  the  wooden porc5 
posts. Each of the nine-foot-tall windows has a satrdstone. l u g s i l l  a d  
segmental arch. 

. - .. . 
Both sections of the Johnson House have been re-roofed and are now 
covered ~ 5 t h  hip roofs with exposed rafters. Brick  chimneys a t e n d  
above the second-story roof on both the n o r t h  and south elevat ions .  
Though the paired brackets have bean reino?ed t h e  panelez Frieze on the 
two-story section remains intact. 

On the west facade, the  original one-story wooden porch with  deck is 
still in place, bi?t in the  1920's a roof was added over the second story. 
The expertly carved woodwork of the porch g ives  a l i g h t ,  decorative 
touch to t h e  solid brick house. 

The main entry is located on t h e  center bay of the west facade. S e t  in 
a segmental arch l i k e  t h e  windows, t h e  m i n  entry has oval sidelights 
over h a l f  panels. The transon has  a w i Z e  oval. l i g h t ,  s e t  horizontally, 
flanked by t w o  smaller oval lights, s e t  vertically. A s i m i l a r  entry 
opens onto the ripper porch. 

On the interior, the Johnson House has a central hall flanked by a single 
room on each floor.  Extending from the northwest i s  t h e  e l l  wing which 
mn ta in s  t h e  k i g i n a l  d in ing  room and kitchen. Except for  the enclosed 
porch, a l l  rooms have 12 foot c e i l i n g s .  The kitchen, which measures 
16 by 38 feet, is s l i g h t l y  Iargex than the other  rooms, which measure 
16 by 16 Feet. 
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Dominating the  central l-.allwajl is an oval stairway which rises two-aal- 
one-half stories. Other features  of note are t h e  molded trim around 
doors and windows, paneled arches between rooms and hand-carved nantle- 
pieces. The mst b e a u t i f u l  feature of the house is t5e ce i l ing  in the 
nor th  parlor. Made of in la id  wood, this ce i l ing  was hand steneil4. 
Under two coats of clear varnish, applied in 1924 and L947, this magni- 
Eicent ceiling retains its original colors of xed, black, green and gold, 

J u s t  northeast of the Johnson House is the smokehouse, constructed 
about 1880 of second qua l i t y  bricks not suitable fo r  use in thc hause. 
Resting On a stone foundation w i t h  a rock floor, t h e  brick walls of 
the smokehous~ are s e t  in the s a m e  p a t t e r n  as t h e  house. about ~ O U  

f e e t  above ground a series of vertical s l i ts  were left open for 
ventilation. A modern garage a b u t s  the northeast comer of the smokehouse. 

Be5ind t h e  Johfison House lies e s m a l l  stone veLLhouse constructed in 
1910. T h i s  small s t ructure  i s  made of cut stone like t h a t  used in t h e  
foundations of the house a n d  smokehouse. The gable roof of the well- 
house extends to cover a s m a l l  porch. 

North af the Johnson House is the mill pond, fed by a n a t u r a l  spring. 
The m i l l  race, probably b u i l t  in the early 19th century, runs south  
f r o m  t h s  pond, khcn nest  to a p i n t  ~ s r t h  o f  the mill, t h e n  turns soutk 
to g u L e  the spring water to the  m i l l ,  Located southwest of the house. 

The Johnson M l l l  was constructed 1865-67 to replace an ear l ier  mill 
burned dt~ring the C i v i l  War. The s i t e  has k e n  continuously occu?ied 
by a m i l l  since the 183g1s, and poss ibly  as e a r l y  as 1805. The mill 
is s t i l l  i n  commercial operatior, 

Johnson Mill is a two-and-one-half story frame structure w i t h  a gable 
roof. The buildings rests on a stone foundat ion l i k e  that of the 
Johnson House. Though several entries are Located around the  building, 
o n l y  t h e  lower east e n t r y  is s t i l l  in use. Penestratim is very plain 
and spaced irregularly around the building, On the west elevation. 
over t h e  terminus of the m i l l  race, a small shed roof w a s  a d d ~ d  i l b ~ u t  
1910. 

On the w e s t  e l e v a t i o n  the 38-foot overshot mill whcel w a s  originally 
located.  I n  1898 t h i s  wheel was removed and the new pnwer  source was 
a fifteen-and-ose-haif inch J a m e s  Leffel  Turbine-  This gavcway To a 
ten - inch  Little G i a n t  Terbine i n  t h e  1920's. Tke present power source, 
a n a t u x - 4  gas engine,  was installed a b o u t  1940. The uFper t w o  floors 
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of tke nil1 house have always been used f ~ r  grain storage, while t h e  
m i n  loor contains t h e  m i l l  machinery. 

Lying j us t  to the northeast o f  the m i l l  is a one story warehouse built 
in 1931. Like t h e  modern garage north of the Johnson House, t h k s  
intrusion does not s i gn i f i c an t l y  det rac t  from the s e t t i n g .  

The Johnson Home, MiLl and out6uiMings are Located on a r u r a l  road 
just west  of the S o h ~ s o n  c o m i t y .  The pastoral setting has not 
been great ly  altered s ince  t h e  f i rst  m i l l  occupied t h e  s i t e  in the  
early 19th century .  
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The J~hnson  House and H i l l  are two signiEicant structures important for  
both their architecture and their history.  Located in close proximity 
on a three-acre rural site, the  house and mill illustrate a prosperous 
r u r a l  l i f e s t l r l e  found in northwest Arkansas in the late 19th centuxy. 

Construction of the Johnson House, originally owned by Jacob Q. Johnson, 
was completed in 1882. (Both Johnson's initials and the date are carved 
in stone on the f ron t  porch.) The house is bu i l t  of bricks made and kiln 
fired in a f i e ld  south of t he  house, The two-story house is ell-shape 
with a one-story wing projecting at the rear. Across the w e s t  facade a 
two-story wooden porch features paneled columns, arcade-like balusters 
m d  jigsaw t r i m .  This decorative porch, segmental-arched fenestration, 
and paneled f r i eze  add i n t e re s t  to t he  solidly constructed brick house. 
The i n t e r i o r  re ta ins  its or ig ina l  s p i r a l  staircase, paneled archways and 
mantelpieces; however, the most impxessive feakure 5s the i n l a i d  stenciled 
c e i l h g  irl t h e  n j r t h  parlor-. 

W e  small outbuildings of early construction emphasize the  rural atrasphere 
of the Johnson farm. Behind the house is a small wellhouse built in 19LO. 
It is of the same type of native s t o n e  found in t h e  foundation bf t E e  house. 
Just norL& of the house is a brick sn.okehouse constructed about 1839. An 
important p a r t  bf- farm life, the smokehouse w a s  used to cure and store . -  
m e a t s  for family consumption. Most country smokehouses wexe  quickly 
constructed and thus easily destroyed, but great care was taken in building 
t h e  Johnson smokehouse. Though "second" quality bricks w e r e  used, they 
were set carefully over t he  stone f loor .  V e n t i l a t i o n  slits encircle 
the  bui ld ing about four feet a k v e  the grotmd. T h i s  well-preserved srnoke- 
house is a very important example of Arkansas farm l i f e  in the late 19th 
c e n t n q  . 

Since i t s  original construction the Johnson House has remained in the 
Yoklnscn family , Jacob Q . Johnson, who ,had 13 children, sold the house 
to his brother, Benjamin F. Johr:son. Later the  house Felong t.0 Benjamin's 
son, Bur tos  Benjamin Johnso-?; it is nQW owned occupied by Marion Frank 
Johnsen, son of B. B. Johnson. Having been passed dawn thro~.qh the family, 
the J~hnson House has remained in exce l l en t  condition. 

-. f 
Of @-$en greater h i s t o x k c  s ign i f i cance  than the Johnson IIause is the Johnson 
M i l l ,  located & a ~ t  a q u a r t e r  mile soutkrdest of the house. This two-and- 
one-half  story frane building has housed a cont inuous ly  operating g r i s t  mill 
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s i n c e  its construction in t h e  1860's. Food product ion ,  now a very impoztant 
industry in Washington Coan ty ,  began early in this area with mills such 
as the Johson's. 

The Johnson M i l l  occupies a site long associated w i t h  m i l l s .  Dur ing  the  or ig ina l  
land survey in 1834, the site was occugied by the Truesdale Mill and another mill. 
me survey notes describe "Trcesdale Filill a b u t  three chains to t h e  left - old I 

mill to t h e  right h u t  200 links,.,."* If land su rveyo r s  in 1834 referred to 
t h e  m i l l  as "old,* then it is probable that  i t  was built much earlier i n  t h e  
century. A t  any rate, s i n c e  1834, and possibly long before, t h e  site has 
been associated with a mill. 

The first claim on the  property was f i l e d  in 1838 by I4r .  John ?yeatte Hoore. 
After hfs death in 1850 the property passed through a number of hands. The 
Arkansas Products of Industry Census of 1860 l i s t  i t  as "sutton's Kill," 
and deed xecords indicate that it was then omed by Iszbella Sutton ,  widow 
of Senaca Sutton, who was a p ~ i n t e d  h t  died in 1858 before he could serve 
as first postmaster of the newly created Spring Mill Post Off i ce .  In 1360 
Sut-kon's > l i l l  was valued at $10,000 nr,d processed otres $40,000 hor'lh of grain 
per y e x -  

During the C i v i l  War northwest Arkansas was the scene of a q r e a t  deal of 
f i g h t i n q .  Following the B a t t l e  of Pea Ridge in 1862, retreat ing Confederate 
soldiers burned t h e  Truesdale-Sutton Mill, thus preventing t h e  Union troops 
from capturing and us ing  t h e  m i l l .  The site lay erngty u n t i l  a f t e r  the w a r  
when the present m i l l  was built. 

In November, 1865, the deed w a s  f i l e d  transferring the  m i l l .  property, w i t h  
improvements and apurtenances, to William, Samuel and D ~ c i n d a  Playes, and 
Jacob Q. and Rhetta J, Johnson. Almost two years later J. Q. Johnson registered 
as the m i l l e r  of " S p r i n g  M i S l i "  t h u s ,  construction of the present mill probably 
took a b u t  two years, being corn9leted in 1853. Since that t i m e  the m i l l  has 
xernained in continuous operation. I n  1880 the Mayes' sold their portion of 
the property to t h e  Johnson's, and the ownership of the mill has s ince  then 
coincided with that of t he  house. 

Originally the m i l l  had a 38-foot overshot water wheel attached at t h e  west 
elevation. Thi! wheel lc=s powered by s p r i n g  water channeled through a r i  tl 
race. I n  1888 a t u rb ine  replaced t h e  avershot wheel, a d  t F . e  big wheel xas 
renoved. Alaout 1940 t he  present owner began u s i n g  a n a t u r a l  gas-powered 
engine to operate the mill machinery.  - 
5 1 s  Johnson House and ~ i l 2  are an i r p r t a n t  part of nor thwes t  Wkansas' h i s to ry .  
Exemplifying 19th cen tu ry  archi tectural  styles, farm life and  rural corr.merce, 
t h e  Johnson farm i s  a most s i g n i f i c a n t  historic site. 
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*Bobbi Ly?ch, " E ~ t r l y  l4ills o f  kjashington County," Flashback (February, 19761, p.2 .  
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