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DESCRIBE SHE PRESENT AND OHtGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSlCALAPPEARAMCE I 
The Washington County Jail falls into t he  stylistic category of 
Richardsonian Romanesque . The brorvn stone walls are accented by 
arches, lintels, pilasters, and crcelated towers of lizht cut stone. 
Some stained glass squares are included in t h e  three facade arches. 
Originally, s t r a g h t  steps l e d  f rom the s t ree t  to the  main entrance, 
an arched double door in t h e  large tower. Above the door is a stone 
camped 'tkTASHINGTQN~~m 

The i n t e r i o r  is constructed of wood frame with plaster, with 
decorztive mi l l ed  door and window trim. A wooden stairway Leads 
from the main floor to the second floor. Jail cells in the base- 
ment and on the second floor are inside a concrete core, t h e  enclosures 
being steel walled with steel slatted doors. The main f loor was 
used as living quar ters  for the  sheriff's family and is arranged 
accordingly. 

Alterations include rebuilding the main stair-entryway from a 
s t r a i g h t  run to a "Tt shape to allow widening of College Avenue; 
o r i g i n a l  stone and trim were used. The south colonaded'porch has 
been screened. Presently unoccupied, t he  j a i l  has withstood cosmetic 
damage by a community group us ing  the building as a Halloween 
Haunted House. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

After p r i sone r s  repeatedly escaped from the  old wooden j a i l  on the 
Square in Fayetteville, t he  Washington County Quorum Court, on 
November 11, 1895, authorized County Judge Frank H i l l  to acquire land 
fo r  and proceed to build a new j ail. J .El. Phil lips was appointed 
jail commissioner and 1'1'. 3. Reese retained as architect.  Land was 
acquired and construction s t a r t e d  by March, 1896. Final b i l l s  to t h e  
architect and suppliers were paid by December,1897. 

The significance of t h e  Washington County Jail lies in its architecture 
and relationship with county government. The building is constructed 
of brown stone accented with cut s tone details, The Richardsonian 
Romnesque style of architecture dominates the building's appearance. 

The Washington County Jail forms an important visual terminus at 
the end of Mountain Street, leading away from the downtown business 
square. I t s  medieval style is unusual to Fayetteville and blends 
with the later and more refined Washington County Courthouse (Added 
t o  the National Register 2-23-72). The Courthouse is t h e  visual 
center of the  area. 

The Washington County Historical Society has petit ioned t h e  Quorum j 

Court for use of t he  Jail as their  of f ice  and library. It is hoped 
t ha t  the Society w i l l  be able t o  utilize t h i s  building, t hus  encour- 
aging i t s  presexvation. I 
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