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 he s t ruc ture  as it exists today represents a 
.composite of various a d d i t i o n s  and r epa i r s  performed 
over the years to t h e  o r i g i n a l  log strutture which 
perhaps pre-d a tes  the Ridges ' ar r iva l .  T h i s  o r i g i n a l  
s t r uc tu r e  is identified as the residence of M. H. 
C l a r k ,  an ear ly -day  physician.\ Mrs. Ridge purchassd  
t h e  land in 1840 and documentary evidence testifies 
that t h e  substantial  log house she occupied was t h e  
incorpara ted  i n t o  a more modern residence. %From 
actual phys i ca l  evidence remaining, one can sa fe ly  

- assume that the  o r i g i n a l  Log 'house was a one-storey,  
dog-trot  house which w a s  Later incorporated into 
a Georgian  house p l a n  with chimneys f l a n k i n g  the 
gable enas (east and w e s t  elevations). The l og  house 
w a s  clad with boards and t h e  centra l  dog7t ro t  en- 
closed to form a central  h a l l ,  An entrance portico 
was provided perhaps at t h i s  t i m e .  Later the  house 
w a s  given an additional floor w i t h  t he  chimneys be ing  
enlarged to accommodate the addi t ional  he igh t  and the 
prtico extended as well\ The present chimneys reveal 
evidence of growth and add i t ion  and appear to be 
or ig ina l  to t h e  house. 
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A lean-to on the north side. has been added at a 
later- date not ye t  established thus completing the  
salt box form. 

A l a t e r  contemporary, one-storey 1ean:t.o has 
been added to the nor th  elevation. 

'. - _ I _  

  he present 'condition of the  house is extremely 
poor and well necessitate r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  for  adapt ive 
USE!. Evidence of a log  structure w i t h i n  the. w a l l s  
has been found. 
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1. The p r o p e r t y  on which the'hoGke-is located is p a r t  
of the o r i g i n a l  town plat of February 27, 1835. 

\ 2. The house is believed to be t h e  oldest r e s i d e n t i a l  
structure in the city still s tmdinql ,  

3 .  Pschitecturally it is one of the  few remaining 
examples of a New England, salt box type house 
left i n  northwest Arkansas .  

4. I ts  environmental s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  cannot be overlooked 
as the loss of this :house woul&'cre&e an open 
park ing  l o t  in t h e  cities l oldest r e m a i n i n g  block 
of h i s t o r i c  homes and t h u s  deter iorate  the  scale 
and historic ambiance of t h e  downtown area. 

5. Its associat ion with the prominent Cherokee Ridge 
family is an issue of more than l o c a l  significance. 
Sarah B. N. Ridge, a native 05 Connecticut and 
w i f e  of John Ridge, a Cherokee chief ,  came to - 
Fayetteville w i t h  her children after her husband 
had been assassinated in 1839 for h i s  p a r t  in signing 
the t r e a t y  of removal which ousted the Cherokees 
f rom their lands  in the east  and star ted them on 
the T r a i l  of T e a r s .  

The p r o p e r t y  upon which the house now s t a n d s  w a s  
purchased by Mrs.  R i d g e  f r o m  Joseph M. Shepard in 
1840. Her son Aneas E. Ridge subsequent ly  pur- 

l chased t h e  property and l l v e d  in the house until 

I his death on August  28 



Flashback-August 1971 Fayetteville A r k a n s i m  
Var ious  references throughout  Flashback 
Washington & Benton County C o u r t  records 
M a r i a n  Tibbetts Banes diary published 

se r i a l ly  in Flashback 1968 (continous 
p u b l i c a t i o n  1 

Contemporary record of Faye t t ev i l l e  
Arkansas G a z e t t e  
Ft. Smith  Record 
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8. S i q n i f  icmce Continued : 

Miss Sophia Sawyer who accomanied Fxs . Ridge m d  
her children Later s t a r t e d  t h e  Fayetteville Female Seminary. 
Yiss Saywer is credited by t h e  l a t e  i.I. J. Lemke, Wash- 
ington County his tor ian ,  as prcviding the influence 
which l ed  to the establishment of the  University of 
Arkansas. PA extension of this t h i n k i n g  would make 
the Ridges the s p i r i t u a l  founders o f t h e  University 
of Arkmsas, a legacy completely in keeping w i t h  
t h e i r  unfailing suppc r t  of education of t h e  Cherokees. 
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