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\The structure as it exists today represents a

‘composite of various additions and repairs performed

over the years to the original log structure which
perhaps pre-dates the Ridges' arrival. This criginal
structure is identified as the residence of M. H.
Clark, an early-day physician.\ Mrs. Ridge purchasad
the land in 1840 and documentary evidence testifies
that the substantial log house she occupled was the
incorporated intc a more modern residence. WFrom
actual physical evidence remaining, cone can safely
assume that the original log house was a one-storey,
dog-trot house which was later incorporated into

a Georgian house plan with chimneys flanking the
gable ends (east and west elevations). The log house
was clad with bcards and the central dog-trot en-
closed to form a central hall., An entrance portico
was provided perhaps at this time. Later the house
was given an additional floor with the chimneys being
enlarged to accommodate the additional height and the
portico extended as well™N The present chimneys reveal
evidence of growth and additicn and appear to be
coriginal to the house.

A lean-to on the north side. has been added at a
later date not yet éestablished thus completing the
salt box form.

A later contemporary, one-storey lean-to has
been added to the north elevation.

The present condition of the house is extremely
poor and well necessitate rehabilitation for adaptive
use. Evidence of a log structure within the. walls
has been found.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

1. The property on which the house’1s located is part
of the coriginal town plat of February 27, 1835.

2.\§The house is believed to be the oldest residential
structure in the city still standingy

2. Architecturally it is one of the few remaining
examples of a New England, salt box type house
left in northwest Arkansas.

4, Its environmental significance  cannot be overloocked
as the loss of this :house would- create an open
parking lot in the cities' oldest remaining block
of historic homes and thus deteriorate the scale
and historic ambiance of the downtown area.

S. TIts association with the prominent Cherokee Ridge
family is an issue of more than local significance.
Sarah B. N. Ridge, a native of Connecticut and
wife of John Ridge, a Cherokee chief, came to
Fayetteville with her children after her husband
had been assassinated in 183% for his part in signing
the treaty of removal which ousted the Cherokees
from their lands in the east and started them on
the Trail of Tears.

The property upon which the house now stands was
purchased by Mrs. Ridge from Joseph M. Shepard in
1840, Her son Aneas E. Ridge subsequently pur-
chased the property and lived in the house until
his death on August 28,
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Flashback-August 1971 Fayetteville Arkansian
Various references throughout Flashback
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Marian Tibbetts Banes dlary published
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publication)
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8. Significance Continued:

Miss Sophia Sawyer who accomanied Mrs. Ridge and
her children later started the Fayetteville Female Seminary.
Miss Saywer is credited by the late W. J. Lemke, Wash-
ington County historian, as previding the influence
which led to the establishment of the University of
Arkansas. An extension of this thinking would make
the Ridges the spiritual founders ofthe University
of Arkansas, a legacy completely in keeping with
their unfailing suppcrt of education of the Cherckees.
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9. Major Bibliographical References Continued:.

Cherckee Tragedy by Thurman Wilkins

Cherokee Cavaliers by Everett Dale

Cherckees of the West by Grace Woodward

Chronicles of Oklahoma--Oklahoma Historical Society

Prail of Tears by Marion Starkey

Iridian Removal by Grant Foreman







