
'ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Survey Number CH-4 

:operty Name Canehi 11 Cemetery 

Location South of County Highway 13 

HISTORIC RESOURCES OF CRMEHI CL 
WASH I NGTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

Owner Canehi 7 1 Cemetery Associat ion 

Address c/o Conrad Russel 1 

Box 32, Canehill, AR 72717 

Signif icant  Dates 1830's - 1870's 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Canehi 7 1 Cemetery today i s  a we1 1 -kept p l o t  on a r e l a t i  vely secluded h i  11 t o p  
s i t e  o f f  County Highway 13. A s imple metal and stone fence def ines t he  s i d e  and 
rear  boundaries o f  the  grounds and t w o  stone p i e r s  supporting a m e t a l  archway w i t h  
large l e t t e r s  declaring "Canehill Cemetery" marks the entrance. The earliest graves 
i n  the  cemtery, some dat ing  t o  the mid-IS301s, were marked by ordinary f i e l d  stones 
wi th  inscriptions scratched in the rock. Other  early graves consist o f  a stone box 
s t a nd ing  over the grave w i t h  a i n s c r i p t i o n  on the 7 i d  o f  the box.  Among the 
earliest graves i n  t h e  cemetery are those of Thomas Garvin (1834) and Thomas Buchanan 
(18361, both pioneers o f  the Canehill community. 

STATEMENT OF SIGN1 FICAi4CE 

A1 though  the Canehi 11 Cemetery derives s ign i f i cance  from i t s  c o n t i n u i n g  funct ion a5 
a graveyard since 1834, the cemetery grounds are of greater h i s t o r j c a l  import as the 

' te  o f  t h e  two-room l o g  structure, " t he  meeting house", t h a t  housed Canehi 11 I-s f i rst  
,lurch and f i r s t  school during t h e  early years of se t t lement  and development. The 

log  s t r u c t u r e  served the church from (approximately) 1828 u n t i l  1836 while classes o f  
Canehil l 's  ear ly  schools, i n c l u d i n g  t he  Canehill Collegiate I n s t i t u t e ,  were held. i n  
the o r i g i n a l  structure u n t i l  1850. Initially t he  cemetery developed as the graveyard 
connected w i t h  t h a t  f i r s t  church. The h i s t o r i c a l  importance o f  the cemetery i s  
enhanced by the graves o f  Canehi 11 ' s  p i  oneers and C i  v i  1 War f a t a l  i t i e s .  Varkers 
d a t i n g  t o  t h e  m i  d-ni neteenth century evidence t h e  craftsmanship of local stone 
techncl ogy. 

Verbal Boundary Descr ipt ion See attachment "A" 

Acreage more or less 5 acres 

Quadrangl  e Name Li ncol n , AR Quadrangle Scale 1:24000 

'M References * 
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( c ) E a s t i n g  3 7 3 7 4 0  Nor th ing3935050  (a) Eas t i n g  373 840 ~ o r t h i n g m  



AUWNSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
Attachment A 

HISTOR kC RESOURCES OF CANEHILL 
WASH I NGTON CouruY,  ARKANSAS 

Survey Number CH -4 

Property Name Canehi 1 1 Cemetery 

Verbal Boundary Descr i  p t i  on Bei ng general 1 y t he  N1/2 of SW1/4, FiWlI4,  WE1/4, 

NE1/4 o f  Sect ion  8 and the S1$2 of  .the S1/2 of NW1/4, NGJ1/4, NE1/4, FIE1/4 

of Section 8 a l l  i n  T14N, R32W. 


