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The Southern Mercantile Building is a single story, brick masonry vernacular commercial 
building. Its sloping roof and raised stucco parapet shelter a rectangular plan, The interior is 
divided into a single large retail area with divided display areas at the rear and a smaller, 
separate retail space to the east. 

Elaboration 

The Sowthem Mercantile BuiIding is a single story, brick masonry vernacular commercial 
building. Its sloping mf and stucco parapet shelter a fundamentally rectangular plan. A later 
concrete loading dock extends across the entire southern or rear elevation. Fow narrow brick 
chimneys rise thxough the roofI two adjacent to the western wall and two adjacent to the 
eastern wall of the main black of the building. A skylight lights the display area toward the 
rear of the buiIding. The roof is a built-up tar system, the walls are brick, and a CO~MUOUS 
stone foundation supports the endire sttucsure. 

The northern or from elevation is a retail display storefront, four entrance bays in length, and 
capped with a raised, stepped stucco pmpet. Each bay is accessed by a pair of single-light 
pegged w d  dwrs set into a three-sided, recessed, pegged wood enny. Two large plate 
glass windows flank the entry, above which are smalIer, horizontal plate glass windows with 
a fixed, two-pane m s o m  between them. The vertical wood framing between the bays is 
accented by load-beariag, painted cast iron pilasters. The stucco parapet above has been placed 
over the original 1883 brick parapet and is consrmcted of 2' x 4' decorative tin covered by 
wire mesh. The parapet runs the full length of the facade. 

The western devation features the stepped mfline which gradually descends to the south and 
the six brick a u l i ,  now filled. The common bond is laid with six rows of stretchers for every 
row of headers and creates a decorative banding pattern to the otherwise blank wall surface. 
The unusual coloration of the bricks is evident on this elevation, n feature which is common 
to bricks rnmufactufed by the nearby Terpening Brick & Tile Company. The southern or rear 
elevation is accessed by zwo double-leaf cargo d m ,  one at each end, and a central singIe- 
leaf entry. Four one-over-one w d  sash windows with single-pane msoms are symmeically- 
placed between these entries. A later concrete loading dock runs the full length of the 
elevation. The exposed @on sf the eastern wall (to the south of the party wall) is blank. 

The interior is divided into two principal retail spaces, the result of the fact that two separate 
patty wall commercial smcms were joined under the same parapet in 1920. The smaller, 
narrow room is placed to the east of the large, open retag space. The main mom is open and 
the ceiling span is supported on two rows of round steel posts running north and south 
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between the pint saip flooring and the laminated 8" x 12" roof and ceiling support beams (the 
flooring rests upon 2" x E2b& floor joists). A balcony mns the fd l  length of the rear wall 
and is accessed at the eastern end by a wood staircase, all of which is  decorated with a turned 
pine bdusmade. 

The original 1883 mercantile building and its smaller neighbor were joined beneath a common 
parapet c. 1920, after both buildings had been come under common ownership. At that time, 
the original brick raised parapet was covered with decorative tin and wire mesh to receive its 
finish coat of stucco. This alteration was of sufficient magnitude to change the period of the 
building's archjtecbml si@cance from 1883 to 1920. Othenvise, the building is virtually 
undtesed. 
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Summary Criteria A and C, local significance 

The Southem Mercantile Building is by far che largest and most intact vernacular commercial 
stmefront building to survive in downtown Prairie Grove. Furthermore, it served this 
community as both the largest and most versatile general store and as a social center. 

Elaboration 

Though the present site of Prairie Grove was first settled in 1829, the estab1ishment of n 
commercial and civic center did not commence until 1871, when the first post office was 
established. This was followed in 1832 by the opening of a blacksmith and wagon shop by 
Messrs. W,D, Rogers and JJ. Baggett (Iawr the founder and builder of the Ozark Mercantile 
Building, which k a m e  the Southern Mercantile Building), two of the first entrepreneurs of 
the town. Smn thereafter, in 1877, the town was formally laid out and the f is t  sale of lots 
took place on March 24 of that year. By 1890, Prairie b v e  could boast of a population of 
approximately 500. 

J.J. Baggett came to Raiie Grove in 1872 from Georgia via Fort Smith and built the first 
Prairie Grove Mill in 1876. Its success allowed him to sell his interest two years later and by 
1883 he f m d  a partnership with A. Sanders and built the present building as a hardware 
store. Firsr known simply as Baggett and Sanders, the store's name changed to Baggett and 
McCormick in 1891 after Baggett dissolved his f m  pmership and entad  into a new one 
with A.N. McCormick. By 1903 the store was organized as the Ozark Menantile Company. 

While operating his mercantile business Baggctt increased his involvement in an evcr- 
widening circle of financial and commercial endeavors throughout Washington County during 
the last decades of the nineteenth century and into the first two decades of the twentieth 
century. Me helped direct the Bank of Fayetteville in its takeover of the M c h y  Bank in 
1892. Zn 1896 Baggett invested in the FayetteviLle Grocery Co.; he was elected its president 
the next year. By 1987 his fortunes had inmased to the p i n t  that he was able u> buy out his 
principal competition in Prairie Grove - the mercantile store owned by the brothers S.R. and 
Frank Wilson - and rename his mercantile business the Soulhem Mercantile Company. 

J.J. Baggett died in Florida in 1919, but the business continued to prosper. The Southern 
Mercande's initial focus on the sale of hardware and dry goods was expanded over the years 
to include new senices and lines of merchandise. The motto of the store was "From the cradle 
K, the grave", referring to the large variety of merchandise available at the stare. Serving the 
needs of its h a d  range of customers, which included both town residents md rural farmers, 
required the Southern Mercantile to cmy such items as feed, seed, p e r i e s ,  hardware, d q  
gods, caskets, farm machinery, buggies, buggy parts, furniture, electrical supplies and 
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household appliances. At one point in time the f e d  department had comacts to feed twenty 
flocks of chicks, a total of over 16,000. Later, such senices as a radio service shop, f u n d  
pador, burial insurance and an ambulanct service were added. During its period of optration - 
1907-1987 - a large number of Prairie Grove residents worked at the Southern Mercantile and 

it s e n d  as one of the town's major employers. 

Improved toads and the advent of the automobile precipitated the demise of the Southern 
Mercantile as they have done across the nation. Operations began scaling down in 1948 with 
the closing of the dry g d s  department and continued until the death in 1987 of its last 
owner and manager, Ms. Florence Hill. 

The Southern Mercantile Building survives as an inmt and vivid record of the design and 
floor plan of early twentieth century, local mercantile stows that is remarkable for its size and 
retail display area. It is also architecturally significant by virtue of its constmction materials: 
the Terpening Brick and Tile Company was a local brickyard known for the distinctive red 
and violet color variations in its hick, the result of the unusual clay found in the bottoms of 
the Illinois River valley, located approximately ten miles From Prairie Grove. The Terpening 
Brick and Tile Company was dso one of the last localized brick and tile factories in the area, 
before the inm>duction of the railroad and the ensuing competition fmm large brickyards 
elsewhere rendeml such Iocal operations obsolete, Furthermore, the Southern Mercantile 
Building is historically significant for its associations with the Southern Mercantile, the largest 
and most active mercantile operation in Prairie Grove until the Second World War. 
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Verbal Boundw Description 

A part of Block 3, Town of M e  Grove, Arkansas: Beginning at the northwest corner of 
said block proceed southesIy for a distance of 297 feet; thence proceed easterly 154 feet; 
thence proceed northerly 157 feet thence proceed westerly 50.5 feet; thence p& norsherly 
140 feet; thence proceed weslterly 103.5 feet to the point of beginning, comprising in dl less 
than one acre. 
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Boundary Justification 

This  boundary inc ludes  a l l  of the p rope r ty  h i s t o r i c a l l y  associated with this resource. 
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