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1, Name 

historic Mt. Moriah Masonic Lodne No. 18 

and-or common N/ A 

2, Location 

city, town Lisbon N A  viciniity of 

' I  , , '  
state Arkansas -@ 05 muntY Union C' C a  139 

3. Classif icatian 
Cmtagow Ownenhhp Status Prrunt U u  
- dlstrict p u b l ~ c  2i. occupjbd - agr(culturr - m u m m  
- bulldtng(s) X prnals - unoccupied - cornrnerclal P I r k  

structure - both - work in progress - educational - private mldmca 
- sire Public AcquIritEon Ilccrrsiblm 1L entertainment - rsl tglous 
- object N I L  ~n process 1L yes: restricted - government - scienttfie 

- king considered ,, yes: unrestricted - industrial - trsnapwtltlon 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mt. Mosiah Masonic Lodge No. 18 

cltv. town Lisbon - vicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthoure, regktry of h d s .  ete. Union County Courthouse 

city- - El Dorado Arkansas 71730 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

this S/A has this bbsn ktetrmlnsd d l g h T  - yes - na 

* 
datm W E  s t a M  c o u n t y  - swl 



7. Description 

Condition Check on+ Check one 
- excellent X - deterbatad unaltered original site 

- g- - ruins - altered - mowed date - 
X fair - untxpowd 
- - 

0.ncrik the prmsent a d  Miginal (if known) physicat rpprarmnce 

SUMMARY 

The Mt. Moriah Masonic Lodge in Lisbon is a two-story wooden building which has remained 
basically unaltered and on its original site since its construction in 1858. It is an excellent 
example of t h e  type of structure which was built in the mid-19th century to  serve not only 
as a social and civic meeting place, but also as a location for religious services. The two- 
story design of the lodge clearly reveals this dual function. 

The two-story, rectangular, gabled-roof structure of the M t .  Moriah blasonic Lodge, approximately 
2 2 '  x 5 5 ' ,  h made of cypress throughout, including the weatherboards, All of the windows are 
double-hung and those on the ground floor have working shutters. The structure is held 
together by both wooden pegs  and square nails. One of the most unique features of t h e  Mt. 

"hloriah Lodge is the corner posts. Sitting on log sills, each post is a single timber for the 
f u l l  two-story height, measuring 12" x 12" and hewn into an "Ltt shape, The fIoor on the 
first level is also unusual. I t  is "puncheon-like" in appearance -- that is, a11 of t h e  floor 
boards begin and end on the sleepers, producing seams which run the full width of the building. 
In plan, the first level is a single room with a door at the center of one end and another at 
the center of lone side. The entrance to the stairway is from the outside. The second floor, 
where the lodge actually meets, has one large room and three smaller divisions, one of which 
is the encIosed staircase. The other two are a small storage room and a kitchen area, I n  
the large room, there are podiums, or stations, on three sides. Some of the floor boarqs on the 
podiums measure 26" across. The station a t  the end opposite the kitchen and stairs is 
emphasized by a free-standing elliptical arch structure, supported by square coEumns. The 
original wood-burning stove is still present, although no longer in me, 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 14W1499 
- 15-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 17OCtt 799 

1806.1 899 
- 190+ 

A-8. of SIgnlflconee-Check and justify below 
--- archeology-prehistoric - - community planning . - - landscape architecture .Y religion 
-- archeology-historic - - congtrvati~n -- law __ science 
-- agriculture . -, economics Ilterature - - sculpture 
-X architecture -- education . military 2 socialr 

art - engineering ,- music humanitarian 
- c o m w c s  exdoration~set?lemmt -- philosophy - theater 
- communicatlens industry ,- politics government - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Stutmmnt of Signlficanem (In o m  paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

The Mt. Moriah Masonic Lodge is located in Lisbon, a one-time lumber town. which is now only 
a small rural community, The 1858 lodge is the only reminder of the original, once vital 
settlement. The two-story wooden building is on its original site, a lot  which i t  shares with  
a landmark old oak tree. The  lodge is significant because of its construction and basically 
unaltered condition as well  as the role of the Masons and their lodge building in the community. 
It is an excellent example of the type of structure which was built in the mid-19th century t o  
serve not only as a social and civic meeting place, but also as a location for religious services. 

ELABORATION 

The Mt. Moriah chapter of the Masonic Lodge was chartered in 1848 and its present meeting 
place was constructed ten years later, in 1858, by L. 0. hlcKinzie. The construction of the 
lodge makes i t  distinctive in Arkansas buildings. The use of a single timber for a two-story 
corner post is most likely unique in the state. The stairway is also noteworthy because it is 
cornpIetely held together by wooden pegs. M t .  Moriah Lodge played an important role in the 
community, serving as a community center for over one hundred years. TraditionaLly, the 
ground floor of the lodge was made available for any religious organizations which needed a 
place to meet. Due to the secretive nature of the Masonic organization, knowledge of 
specific service projects is limited; however, members of the lodge financially support the  
widows of Masons and their children, including paying for a college education, Sot only 
have members of Mt,  Moriah Lodge "been of an upstanding community character", several of 
its charter members, such as Lewis Murph and D. R. Coulter, were also leaders, holding 
local political offices as well  as being members of the state legislature in the 1850's. 
The lodge remains virtuaLly unaltered and is still located on its original site. I t  is t he  oldest 
structure in the  state which was built by the Masons as a lodge and continues to  be used 
for this purpose. 



9. Major ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o g r a p h i c a l  References 
Proceedings of the  Grand Lodge o f  Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Arkansas, at i t s  

Annual Communication, 1848 and 1849. 

"Lisbon Masonic Lodge Building Served as Civic Center for Yearsv Centennial Section of Center 
EI Dorado News June 21, 1936, 

10. Geographical Data 
A c m e  ol nominated property 1 acre 
Ouldr~ngb name 

VT M References 

I S  111611 0 10 1 13161811L21315J 
Zonb Eastfng Northing 

Owdranglt scale 4000 

Zone Easting Northing 

Vmrbrl M a r y  dmscription and JustHication 

See Continuation Sheet 

state M/A code county code 

1 I Form Prepared By 

namartrtrs Carroll Ricketts, edited by AHPP staff 

organlzrtlon Member , Mt. Moriah Lodge date 10127186 -- 

6 n u m b  2 0Q Lion Place 1501)  862-5667 

cHv or town EI Dorado fiat, AII 7 1 7 3 0  

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
avJu.led sEgnlfleanee of this property within the state is: 

- national -- state X 1wa1 

A. rn &signrtsd State Historic Pmsewatlon Ottlcer for the National Hlstorlc Pmsewation Act d 1S6 (Public Law 89- 
ggg), hmby nominate this proprty for inclusion in the National Registar and certify that It has btcn ewluatad 
=cording to t b  criteria and procedures set forth by the Natlanrl Park Ssrvke. 

ih 1 
\ 

Strta M m  Pmuwmtlon CHlcar signature jdLCT/lL f ( +& 
I 

ma State Historic Preservation Officer date L.- 7 - ' 87 
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VERBAL BOWNDARY D-ON 

Mount Moriah Lodge #18 is located in Section 2, Township 17 south, Range I7 west in 
Union County Arkansas. Specifically, from the intersection of State H i g h w a ~  1 7 2  and the 
county road at Lisbon, Arkansas, proceed south along State Highway 172 for' 234 feet. 
Next proceed east for 67 feet t o  the northwest corner of the property. Then proceed 
east 60 feet to the northeast corner. Then proceed south 27 feet to the southeast corner. 
Then proceed west 60 feet to  the southwest corner. Then proceed north 27 feet t o  the 
point of origin, thus encircling the property. 
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MAJOR BIBZIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

I Interview with Jack Donham, Grand Secretary, Arkansas Grand Lodge F. & A.M., December 1986. 

I I d  Historical Memoirs of Southern Arkansas Chicago, Nashville, 
and St. Louis: The Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1890, pp. 823, 825, 863. 
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Macped, ed~;ed, and published by the Geclagical Survey 
Control by USGS a r b  USC&ES 

T c c o g r a ~ h y  by photogramretr ,~ metbods from aerial 
~ b 0 h g r a ~ h S  taken 1562. Fme'd checkw i962 

Polyconrc ~rolec:ion. 1927 F l o ~ t h  A m e r ~ c a n  datum , 

IO,C00-foot g r ~ d  based on k.kznbas c33-dln~te sysrew. s m t h  zone 
ION-meter  clnivers?l T-arrsverse Mercator grma tlcks, 
tone 15, shown ~n blue 

F~ne  red dashed lrnes ~ n d ~ c a t e  relsctegl fence and f~eld lines  here 
genera'ly v~slkle On aep al 39o:ographs. rhos ~nfsrna:ion Ir uncnecked 4*PltOKIMAfE HEhN. 

DECLINATION. 1962 











Mi. Moriah Lodge 

Lisbon, Union County 

Viewed from the south 

Photographed by Julie Vosmik 

November 1986 

Negatives on file a t  AHPP 

















Mt. Moriah Lodge 

Lisbon, Union County 

Interior, first story 

Photographed by Julie Vasmik 

November 1986 

Yegatives on file at  AHW 














