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I. Name 

historic Charles H. Murphy, - -- Sr., House 

a n d . ~ ~  common W i  1 1 i am C . No1 an Heuse 

2, Location 

street & number 9 0 ~ . r t h S . l a d i s m  N !  not for publication 

city, town L D - ~ a d o  !!/A vfcinity of congress4 onal d j  stri ct Fourth 

state Arkansas 05 county Union code 139 /; 1, ':, J 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Present Use 
- district - public - agricutlure - museum 
- buildingfs) 3 private - unoccupied - commercial - park 

structure - both w o r k  in progress - educational private residence 
- site Public kcquisftiun Aecesnibla - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process J- yes: restxleted - government - scientific 

b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d  ,-yes:unrestricted - industrial - transparlation 

N/ A - no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mr. andMrs. Williaril  C. Nolan 

street & number 900 North Madison - 

citv. town E l  Dorado k& vicfnRy of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 
?. 

courthouse, registry of deeds. etc. I J ~ O m w e  

street & number Courtsqua-re 

city. town E l  brado state A r w  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

t ~ l k  fl/A has this property been determined eligible? - yes - no N/A 
-- -- .- -- 

date f e d e r a l  - state - county - local 

depos 
-- 

P 

itury for survey records I >  

-. -- - 

city, town .- state 
-. - .--- 



C dition Y Cheek one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated unaltered -K original site 
- good - ruins 2- abed - moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

bescrlbe t h  present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

The Charl es M. Murphy, Sr. House, bui 1 t i nJ925-26, i s  a two-and-a-ha1 f 
story Tudor Revi val residence desi gned by Charl es L . Thompson. Constructed 
o f  hollow t i l e  w i t h  brick and stucco veneer, t h i s  house clearly demonstrates 
the  popular i ty  of Engl l s h- i  nspi red arch i  tectural designs during t h e  1920 ' s 
and reveals Thompson's a b i l  i t y  t o  the adapt  the style t o  a convenient 
American residence. 

Situated on a s i x  acre lot landscaped by Meul ler  of Memphis, the Murphy 
Mouse was designed i n  the Tudor Revival Style by Charles L. Thompson. 
A dominant feature o f  the landscape i s  a c i  rcuhr drive t o  t he  south of 
the house tha t  passes through a porte-cochere and surrounds a small fomally 
landscaped area, Bounding the front of the property i s  a wrought iron 
fence broken by b r i c k  columns wi th  double iron gates. The plan of the  
Murphy House is asymnetrical , as are each of the e levat ions .  The irregular 1 

roofline i s  achieved by a large roof,  gabled a t  one end and hipped a t  the 
other, wj t h  nine gabled projections and a rear wing w i t h  hipped roof, 
a1 1 of which are covered w i t h  tile. Of hollow t i l e  construction, the 
house has a predominantly red brick veneer l a i d  in comon bond, w i th  
several gable ends and portions o f  the second floor covered with ha1 f- 
timbered stucco. The window si l ls ,  main entrance t r i m  and chimney caps 
a r e  of dressed Bedford limestone, The f r o n t  (east) e levat ion has a long 
roof slope punctured by a wide central chimney, a common Tudor Revival 
feature,  t ha t  intersects a dormer, A one-story gabled wing w i t h  exterior 
end chimney extends f rom the n o r t h  end, balanced on the south by the 
gabled porte-cochere. A one-story off-center gabled entrance w i t h  arched 
opening pro jec ts  from the wall ,  and intersects w i th  a bm-story projection 
t o  the right. The front door i s  paneled wood w i t h  glass lights above, 
A one-s tory gab1 ed projection w i  t h  an inse t  arch of stone above the windows 
extends f r o m  the  south corner, The overhanging eaves are supported by 
1 arge wood brackets. Both casement and double-hung windows are found 
throughout the house. As mentioned, each side elevation has a one-story gabled 
pro jec t i on .  The e a s t  s i d e  elevation consists  o f  two f u l l  height gable 
ends, from which extends the porte-cochere. Two gabled wings, one w i t h  
a hipped roof extension, p r o j e c t  f r c m  t h e  rear. Between the bedroom and 
kitchen wings i s  a slate terrace with an i ron rai 1 i ng. Also on the  rear 
i s  a sleeping porch wi th  t r i p l e  hung windows. 

The Tudor Sty1 e i s  represented in many in ter ior  de ta i  7 s , no tab l y  the 
s t a i  rcase, f i rep1 ace mantels and bookshelves. The staircase a7 cave, 
1 i v i  ng room f i  rep1 ace and l i brary bookcases have the characteri s t i  c Tudor 
arches. Interior walls are plaster, t h e  floors oak and the t r i m  i s  
beautifully f inished red gum. The rooms across the  front-living ram, 
l i  v i  ng porch, entrance ha1 1 , 1 i brary and df n i  ng mom are a1 1 connected 
by French doors wi th  six-1  ight transoms, The dominant feature of the 
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interior i s  the beaut i fu l  alcoved sta i  rcasfi. Three steps lead to a 
landing, from which the stairs continue a t  a right angle. Paneled wood 
pi 1 asters on e i t h e r  s ide  o f  the staivwell support an architrave and 
cornice. Further detailing the  stairs i s  a carved railing and newel 
post.  A1 1 rooms are de ta i  3 ed w i t h  p ic tu re  mouldings and the  I i v i  ng 
room, hall ,  1 i b r a r y  and d i n i  ng room have corni ces. Arch j  t rave mu1 dings 
surround a3 1 doors and windows. The 1 j brary has an exposed beam cei 1 i ng 
and bcri I t - i n  bookcases. Both the k i  tchen and breakfast room have a 
built-in china cabinet. There are four original wood burn ing  f i r ep laces .  
A f i f t h  fireplace was added t o  the screened livjng porch when i t  was 
enclosed i n  1953. The  f i r s t  and second floors each have three bedrooms. 
Bart of the large recreation a t t i c  was designed as a nursery. 

As mentioned the screened porch on the f ront of the house was enclosed 
i n  1953. A l s o  i n  t h a t  year, the grass terrace between t h e  k i tchen and 
bedroom wings was paved w i t h  slate. In 1963 the kitchen was remodeled. 
Other changes incl ude the replacement of some rough plaster w i t h  t h a t  of 
a smoother texture. 

A three car garage, separate fm the house, i s  constructed of the  red 
brick. Originally the grounds included a chicken yard and a barn. 
Located t o  the rear o f  the house are a pool and tennis court. 






















