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I, Hams of Property 
hlrtorlc name D. McDonald House 

-- - 

2. Locrtlon 
h 

gtnmt A numbar Buu b0Ut l -1  Broadway not for publlertlon n/a 
city, town Smackover vl~lnlty n/a 
rtua Arkansa coda AR oounty Union aoda AR ZIP QOdm 71762 

Ownmnhlp of Propafly Clrbgory 01 Propa* Numkr ol Rerouten wlthln Proparty 

1 prlvrta 

1 bulldlng(4) Conlrlbutlng Noncontrlbutlng 
publlc~Eocrl dldrlcl - 2 1 bulldlnq# 
publb-Qtltl rltm 8ltm8 
publlc-Rdont rtruetute - struotunr 

objact - Ow- 
2 1 Total 

lame ol related muttlpls proparty Ilnrlnp: Numbrr d contllburtn~ rrewtcss pnvloumly 
n/a tl8ted In thr Ntllonrl RmgOtrr 0 

- 4. StrtelFedetrl Apsney Csrtlflcatlon 

As the designated authority under the Nstbnel Hlatwle Prwervatlon A d  of 1088, rs amnded, IC lwreby certify that this 
nomination 1 request for detsrmlnation of ellglblllty meet8 the doeunwntatlan ~ t r n d a d l  tor wlaterlng propertlor In thr 

8 p ~ d u r a l  and profb~slonal mqulramsnte m Vonh In 38 CFFl Pafl 60. 

6twe or Fdcrral apeney and bumnu 

In my oplnlon, tha proparty meets [7doer not moat: thm NltlonrE Rql l trr  oritsrla, DEW mlnumtlon hwt. 

matt or Fderai rpency and buwau 

6, Nrtlonsl Park Sawlee Csrtlflcatlon 
I ,  hereby, crrtrfy that thls propasty la: 

nantered In the Natlonal Rsgl~ter. 
See contrnwtlon ahsst, 

detemlned eligible lor ths Natione! 
Reglater. See conllnuatlon rhwt. 

ldetennined no! eligible for the 
NelSonal Register, t 

rumved t m  the Netional Regletor. 
[3 other. (explain:) 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categorb Irm istruaions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
l&yestic/Sin~le Family DornesticJSin~le FarniIy 

7. Descrlptlorc 
Arch~tectural Classification Materials (enter mtegories from Insttuctiorrs) 
(enter categories tmm instructions) 

b ~ i  &ick 
Mediterranean Revival walls Brick 

Ceramic Tile 
m r  Concrete 

Describe gesent and hkorie physical ~~. 



8. Statement ot SlgnHlcancs 
Certifying ol-tlc~al has considerd the signficanca ol this property in relation to other W i e s :  - - 

- I7nat iaral~ ' JJ A e  Elaa* 
11- National Regkter Crirsh IA 0 P 

criteria hiaerat icms -ions) Q A  DB RC QD 5~ QF DG 

h w ~  al Signikmm (mtur mtegork from h m c t i o n s )  P d  d SignWnce SignHicant Dales 
Architecture 1928-29 n/a 

CuRura! Affiliation 

Signiftcant Person 
n/a 

- .  

State slgnilieance ol property, and justify criteria, crtteria aormlderatkns, and areas and p e M s  d signHkmce nated abw. 



10. O~opt~phlcal Data 
Aenrgs of proparty Less than one 

A UY i s - 1 2 ~ 5  15 11 10 I 
Zone Eas!ing 

LLhLhm 
Norlhlng 

Verbal Boundary Oercrlptlon 

Lots 1 - 6, Sub Eat 1, Original Town of Smackover, Arkansas 

This boundary includes al l  the property historically associated with thEF resource. 

11. Form Pnprrad By 
. nrmgfi~tlg K e n n e t h  Storv. Architectural Histom 

organizatbn Arkansaz Historic Preservation Promam d ~ e  November 16. 1990 
rtmt "mkr 225  East Markham, Suite qel,p~n@ (501) 324-9346 
c r t y o r t m  Little Rock atria Arkansas zip d s  72205 
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The D. McDonald House is a two-mory, brick residence designed in a simplfied Mediterranean 
villa style. Its hipped two-story section, adjoining single-stmy ell and prte cachere are all 
covered wish red clay tile. The walls are faced with beige brick and the windows are primarily 
twelve-over-sixteen wood sash. A continuous brick foundation supports the structure* 

Elaboration 

The D. McDonald House is a two-story, brick residence designed in a restmined interpretasion 
of the Mediterranean villa style. Its irregular plan consists of the main, rwo-story hipped-mf 

Ir block, a full length, single-story, flat mf porcWsun room section attached to the eastern 
elevation, a two-stq hipped roof section and an attached single-story hipped rmf morn to 
the south, a single-story, flat roofed perch on the western elevation and a singlestory, hipped 
roof pone cochere attached to the northern elevation. One exterior brick chimney is attached 
to the northern elevation, just to the west of the pone cwhere; the other rises through the 
southern plane of the hipped mf over the main block of the house. Both m tall and rise 
to punctuate the roofline of the house. The hipped m f s  me covered with mi clay tile 
throughout, the walls are beige brick, and all is supported by a continuous brick and concrete 
foundation. 

The easm or h n i  elevation of the house consists of a projecting, single-story p h  and 
sunmom on the first story and the lllaifi block of the house above. The porch is placed at the 
northem end of the elevation and features an open design, with squm brick columns 
supporting the flat mf k h d  the parapet and decorative round waod columns set in antis 
and framing the stairs and entrance. The single-leaf enmw:  is lighted with a large glass 
pane. The entrance to the porch is c o v d  with a later metal canopy and the parapet above 
is ornamented with an original emblem containing the letters 'Mu', "c" and 'D" in clear 
reference to the McDonald family that built the house. To the south, the wall is lighted with 
two sets of three Iarge, multi-pane double-hung w d  sash windows. The wall of the 
projecting single story, hippd roof section at the end of the elevation is blank. The second 

P story is lighted with two multi-pane, double-hung sash windows k t l y  above rhe entrance 
and a set of three to the south, toward the end of the main block, and another set of three in 
the walI of the projecting hipped roof section to tbe south. The p m  where projects to the 
north. 

The western elevation consists of the & block to the north and the projecting, twwstory 
hipped roof section to the south. The main block f e a m  but one double-hung sash window 
in the second s q  and the flat roof, single story porch below. This porch is entered via a 
single-leaf entq with a single window to the nwth, To the south, the ohenvise continuous 
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wall surface is intempted by a h - s i d e d  bay. A single double-hung window lights each flm 
to the north of the projecting bay, and a set of rhnee identical windows light the second storyl 
to the south of this bay while a pair of identical windows light the wall below. The three- 
sided bay is lighted on the first flow with a central twelve-aver-sixteen window and the 
flanking faoes are each lighted with narrower, nine-over-twelve windows; the second story is 
lighted with a central eight-over-eight window and flanked by two six-over-six windows. A 
shed roof dormer is placed just abve  this projecting bay and vents the attic. The waIl of the 
single story, hipped roof room at the southern end of the elevation is lighted by a single 
central double-hung sash window, the other flanking windows having been covered. 

The northern elevation is dominated by the single-story, hipped mf pone cochere at the 
casm end of the elevation. The roof is supported on three large, ~ctangdar hick colunvls 
that are ornamented only with small quartercircle "brackets" that join them u> the &ts to 
either side. Two s d e r  windows light the wall beneash the pone cochere roof, and a pair of 
larger double-hung sash windows directly above is augment4 by a smaller stainvell window 
placed just to the west of the roof. The exterior brick chimney to the west sepmtts a single, 
double-hung sash window to the east on the first floor and two smallerI double-hung windows 
ro h e  west, one on each floor. The blank wall of the western p r c h  frnishes the elevation. The 

t sou&cm elevation features the fded windows and the smaller, single window in the wall of 
the single-story room. Above, the second stmy is lighted with two pair of double-hung sash 
windows. To the east, the first floor is lighted with Phree large double-hung sash windows 
while the second stmy is lightad with a single, wmller double-hung sash window. 

Though many of the interior walls have been panelled recently, a great deal of the original 
&mil remeins. Stained wood dmrs, plaster archways between m m s ,  wood cabinets and the 
dark s h e d  w a d  sash dl remain. Of special note are the two fireplaces on either side of the 
southern chimney. The northern firebox is ornamented with a decorative tetra wtta facing 
while that to the south features a decorative, b6nd brick a h  above a w d  mantel shelf and 
a square firebox ibebw, Both fireboxes also feature their original gas heaters. 

Also included in the nomination ast two outbuildings, one contributing and one non- 
conaibuting. The t w m  garage was built at the same time as the house and was designed 
in the exact same style as the house itself. Its beige brick w a s  and red clay iile roof are 
identical to the materials of the house. To the south of the garage stands a small, w d  frame, 
hipped-& picnic shelter set upon a wnmte slab. 
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Sumtrsary C3siterion C, local significance 

The D. McDonald House, through its use of red clay tile roofing, monochromatic beige brick 
for the walls and tall double-hung sash windows placed close to tt3e flmr on the first story 
srwives as a remarkably good example of a large scde, Craftsman style horn with strong 
Meditemean influences. Theugh other residences En Smackover ~ f l e c t  the genera2 influence 
of the Craftsman style, this is the best example l d l y  of this specific subcategory. 

Ela barat ion 

As one would expect, the prosperity and wealth brought by the oil boom that literally ''made'' 
Smackover in the early 1920's produced some relatively ambitions domestic mhitectute in 
addition to an abundance of cmmercid development (see Smackover Histwric C a m m e d  
Disnict; NR-listed 6/14/90). Of such residences in Smackover that amain, by far the most 
distinctive is the D. McDonald House. h a t e d  at the sourhwest corner of 8th Street and 
Broadway and just to the south of the commercial center of Smackover, the D. McDonald 
House is unusual by virtue of both its style - Mediterranean villa, a style not found in any 
other building in Smackover - and its relative opulence: DeKaZb McDonald, who built the 
house for himself and his family, was otherwise one of Smackover's mom retiring and 
runostentatious residents, a man who conuibured much to his cammunizy but who preferred so 
work quietly "behind she scenes" in serving the greater g o d  

D t M b  McDonald was a native of ntaiby ML Holly who ~lwated to Smackover when the 
first oil well "blew in." The first commercial structures along Broadway, Smackover's 
commercial strip, were constructed of w d ;  however, the glorious prospects for the fume 
brought on by the oil boom, combined with the combus~bility of w d  frame construction, 
soon encouraged local enmpreneurs to build in brick masonry instead. D. McDonald, as he 
became known, owned a row of w d  frame commercial buildings, covered with sheet metal, 
at the south end of Broadway; when they burned in 1925, he was one of the k t  to begin 
rebuilding in brick and consauctcd a full half-block masonry commercial building on the 
apposite side of 8th S w t  fmm where he eventually built this house. This comercid 
structure sheltered as many as six tenants at one b e  and served ns one of the anchors of the 
commercial disaiGt (this building mmivd into the 1%0's, when it was removed far the new 
Smackover State Bank building). 

However, D. McDonald was just as influential t h u g h  his social and charitable conlxibutions 
to Smackover. He was very active in the community's school system, making lavish 
contributions of both money and b e  in attempting to bring highqdity  public education to 
town. He was also active in the establishment and suppost of several 1mal churches, especially 
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though his expertise as a builder and contractor. During all these activities, however, 
McDonald shunned ? h ~  limelight, preferring to remain relatively unnoticed. 

D. McDonald began tbe constmction of this home in 1928, on the site of an earlier residence. 
Though some c u n t e m e o u s  newspaper accounts described the building as "an example of 
American architecture with rt delightful touch of Spanish design," it was actually a combination 
of the Italian Renaissance and Spanish Colonial styles that is better described under the more 
general rubric of the Mediterranean villa style. Built at a cost of $25,000, as originally 
constructed the D. McDonald House contained farmal living and dining rooms, a master 
bedroom, a parlor, den breakfast room, kitchen, sIeeping porch and a bath, just on the lower 
level. The uppr level conuined a library, the bedrooms, another sleeping p h ,  two baths 
and mother den. It was heated by three fireplaces and cooled by ceiling fans that were 
complimented by tweIve forced air ventilators. In addition, lush flowers and shrubbery adorned 
the spacious grounds smunding the house. Another contemporaneous newspaper account 
referred to the residence as king "one of the showplaces of the oil city," 

'Ihe D. McDonald House was probably the only example of the Mediterranean villa style 
constructed in Smackover, and it is certainly the only example of which any record has 
survived. Its spading red clay tile mf, overhanging eaves, monochromatic beige brick and 
tall, multi-pane, double-hung sash windows render it a particularly g o d  and quite intact 
example of this style. 
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"D. McDonald Has Dodged Publicity But Elas Been Real Power Behind tZle Thnone in 
Smackover's Development," Smackover Journal, July 28, 1939, p. 3. 

Gteen, Juanita Whit& History of Union County$ Arkansas, (1954). 

Lambest, Don, Smackover, wkanras' Boom Town, (Monroe, LA, 1987). 

, " 'Goodbye Rose' Part V," Sntackovet Journal, Much 22, 1990, p. 3. 














