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A N D  O R t G l N A L  ( i f  knownJ P H Y S ~ C L I L  A P P S A R A N C E  

The M a t t h e w  Rainey House w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  a two-storey cenkral  
hall p l a ?  w i t h  two rooms on each side.  It is of r e c t i n l i n e a r  
shape ~ c i t h  gable roof-, B r i c k  i n t e r i o r  chimneys r l se  above 
thz r i d g e  l i n e -  A one-storey m r t i c o  w i t h  second storey 
porch g r scos  t h ~  f r o n t  entry- Heavy boxed colu:ms w i t h  
simple capitals  carry t h e  p o r t i c o  roof .  

A p rov inc i a l  s ty le  best characterizes the Rainey House, I t s  
weatkerboard s i d i n g ,  sprnetr ical  fenestration, green 2ou7rec 
shutters and l a c k  of ornamentation r e f l e c t  a l o c a l  building 
Tarn adaptive "Lo both t3e 6 n r ; l r o n n e n t ~ l  r e q u i r e ~ e n t s  of t h e  
area and t h e  b u i l d i n g  t e chno l cgy  av>i lab lo .  A w4de, 
unadorned entablature cont inuous  across t h e  f ~ o n t  and r ea r  
of the h o m e ,  window t r i m  v i t h  corner blocks ,  and a srr.all 
n a r t i c o  e n t r y  are the only evidence of t h e  a p p l i c a t i c n  of a 
period s t y l e  to t h e  house .  A door w i t h  f lankS-ng s i d e l i g h t s  
and t ransom light dornir.ztes t h e  por t ico entry. 

The  intsriors of th? Rainey House maintain the s i n p l e  reTLn2-  
ment of t h e :  exterio-s. T r i m  about z l I  fenestratian is fluted 
:-ri?h c e r x r  b l a c k s .  The wa21s a r e  plas-lered over hanclsg l i t  
l a t h e  and covered ~ i t h  wallpaper. T h e  o r i g i n a l  p i ~ e  p l z n k  
f l m r ? . n g  is still present .  

I n  1310 thc Rairey muse b;as caved a h u t  3C0 yards  f r o m  
f r o 3  its o r i g f n a l  s i t e  t o  its present l o c a t i o n .  It new i s t ands  on t h e  edge of t h e  four acre l o t  on-which it was 
originally csntered;  therefore, t h e  setting has  not been I s r ~ i o u s l y  altered.  ... 

I 

One-storey additions have been nadz across t h e  rear of the 
original s t r u c t u r e - .  the scuthxest the k i t c h e n  fac i l i t i e s  
were joined to t h e  house w i t h  a covered passageway, azd a 
bzdroom was added on the northwest. The area between t h e  
k i t c h e n  znd bedroom w a s  made i n t o  a porch and was enclosed- 
j u s t  after the house was moved. T 3 e s e  a d d i t i o n s  are archi -  - 
tecturally in keeping w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing .  The 
strurture is in need of repairs  f r o m  water dmage caused by 

1 poor dovnspouts and s leaky roof. 
I 
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The ?Catthew F. f iaincy Hause is a well preserved example of 
p r o v i n c i a l  Arkansas a rch i t ec tu r e  of t h e  mid-n ine teenkh  
c e n t u r y .  T h e  sirr2le l i n e s  of t h i s  tljio storey fszre res i -  
dence are expressive of t h e  unpr2 ten t ious  l i f e s t y l e  preva- 
lent in f r o n t i e r  Arkansas. B u i l t  by the city's first 
r e s iden t ,  the Rainey House has s tood  zs an El Dorado lend- 
mark for over one hundred years. 

L ike  nany early nineteenth c e n t u r y  Americans, Matthew Rainey 
~ o v e d  west, He was born in V i r g F n S a  and movee wi th  his 
p z r e n t s  to Georgis ,  In 1820 3e m v e d  to Green County, 
-&laSam?, and nade it h i s  home f o r  about t w e n t y  years. While 
Zivir-q in Alzbama Rainey se,n-ed as p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  stzte's 
f irst  z g r i c u l t u r a l  socie ty ,  s h e r i f f  05 h i s  home county, 2nd 
a representative Zo the State L ~ g i s l a k u _ r e . .  Y e t ;  in tk.2 m i d s t  
of t3is seeming success, adve r s i t y  s e t  in, Xainey lcst a l l  
h i s  money, his property, and even h i s  family home through 
s e c u r i t y  debts for several friends. When this misfortune 
occurred, Rainey moved again, H i s  f i n a l  westmrd journey 
took h i r  to Union County, Arkansas, where the f i n a n c i a l  
and ?o l i t i c a l  success of h i s  Aplabama years were repeated. 

Legend h a s  it thst Painzy s topped  i n  Union County because , 
h i s  wagon broke down there, Whatever the reason,  it w a s  a 
w i s e  or lucky 2ecis ian  on Raineyrs p a r t .  In 1843 county 
~ornmissi~oners  selected the area a r o u n d  Rainey's cabin as 
t h e  be s t  spo t  on which to e s t a b l i s h  a new anb m o r e  centrally 
located county  seat. On December 2 ,  1343, 1w:atthew Ra iney  
doedad 160 acres of Iznd to Union County ,  r e t a i n i n g  a f ou r  
acre t r a c t  w h e r e  he t h ~ n  r e s i d e d  in a cab in ,  and upon which 
he p l a n n c d  to build a house .  

Uurir?? 3 . h ~  n e ~ t  t e n  years  Rzicey once aga in  bsca;ne a p o l i -  
ticall). 2:: hi.ve Dex-acrst. In -5-pri 1, 1851, he p r e s i d e d  o\r.rpr 

t h e  D-r.cr~:atic Stat-? Canvefition in L i t t l e  Rock,  and  durinq 
tS? n:?rt yegr w & s  r r e r j u r n t l y  nent lon2d zs a g ~ b - 2 ~ r n a t ~ r i a l  
c a n < i d z t e -  Instsad, h z  !+!as e l e c h d  to the Stake St"n?-Le 
frorr, i:,iion Ccr!lrlr,y in t h e  surnn.tr of 1853.  
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1 8 .  Significance (Continued - Pagr 2 )  I 

Sainsy's f i n a n c i a l  success also returmd to him i n  $.rkansas, 
for in Axgust, 1853, he was able to pledge 95,000.00 to b u i l d  
2 rai l road E r c m  Camden, Arkansas ,  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  El Dorado, 
2nd on to the skate l i n e .  B y  thzt t i m e  his new h o u s e ,  planned 
t zn  y?ars Sefore,  w a s  probaSly completed. 

Cn Septe~kter  16, 1 8 5 3 ,  ?-;at_khes.~ Ra iney  d i e d ,  The resider~cc 
vihich Sezrs h i s  name, planned in 1843, and completed by 1853, 
still s t a n d s  in El Dorado todzy as  an eyer p r e s e n t  r e m i n d e r  
cf k3e city's f i r s t  c5.t izen.  It is t3t  o l d e s t  house  in t h e  
connunity and one of the cozt i r r~portant  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  in the 
coun ty*  
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