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|DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPECARANCE

The Matthew Rainey House was originally a two-storey central
hall plan with two rooms on each side. It is of rectinlinear

shape with gable roof.

Brick interior chnimneys rise above

the ridge line.

A on2-storey portico with second storey

Heavy boxed columns with

| porch graces the front entry.
|  simple capitals carry the portico roof.

A provincial style best characterizes the Rainey Housa. TIts
weatherboard siding, symmetrical fenestration, green louver
shutters and lack of ornamentation reflect a local building
form adaptive to both the énvironmental requirements of the
area and the bullding technology available. A wide,
unacorned entablature continuous across the front and rear
of the house, window trim with corner blocks, and a small
portico entry are the only evidence of the applicaticn of a
periocd style to the house. A door with flanking sidelights
end transom light dominates the portico entry.

The interiors of thsz Rainey Houss maintain the simple refinza-
ment of the extericors. Trim about 211 fenestration is fluted
with corner blocks. The walls are plastered over handsplit
lathe and coveread with wallpaper. The original wine pleank
flooring is still present.

In 1210 the Rainey House was moved ghout 300 yards from

i from its original site to its present location. It now

stands on the edge of the four acre lot on'which it was

originally centered; therefore, tha setting has not been
sericusly altered. “

One-storey additions have been made across the rear of the
original structure. On the scuthwest the kitchen facilities
were joined to the house with a covered passageway, and a
badroom was added on the northwest. The area between the
kitchen and bedroom was made into a porch and was enclosed.
just after the housz was moved. These additions are archi-
tecturally in keeping with the criginal building. The
structure is in need of repairs from water damage caused by
noor cownspouits and a leaxky roof.
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STATEMENT O.— SICMIFiCANCE

The Matthew F. Rainey House is a well preserved example of
| provincial Arkansas architecture of the mid-nineteenth
century. The simple lines of this two storey frame resi-
dence are expressive of the unpretentious lifestyle preva-
lent in frontier Arkansas. Built by the city's first
resident, the Rainey House has stood as an El1 Dorado land-
mark for over one hundred years.

Like many early nineteenth century Americans, Matthew Rainey
moved west. He was born in Virginia and moved with his
parents to Georgia. In 1820 he moved to Green County,
Alabamz, and made it his home for about twenty years. Wwhile
living in Alazbama Rainey served as president of the state’'s
first agricultural society, sheriff of his home county, and

a representative to the State Legislature.. Yet, in the midst

of this seeming success, adversity set in. Rainey lecst all
his money, his property, and even his family home through
security debts for several friends. When this misfortune .
occurred, Rainsy roved again. His final westward journsy
took him to Union Ccunty, Arkansas, where the financial

and political success of his Alabama vears were repeated.

Legend has it that Rainesy stoppsd in Union County because |
his wagon brcke down there. Wwhatevar the reason, it was a
wise or lucky decision on Rainey's part. In 1843 county
commissioners selected the area around Rainey's cabin as

the best spot on which to establish a new and more centrally
located county seat. On December 2, 1343, Matthew Rainey
deeded 160 acres of land to Union County, retaining a four

| acre tract whers he then resided in a cabin, and upon which
he planned to build a house.

| During the next ten years Rainey once again becane a poli-
tically active Democrat. 1In 2pril, 1851, he presided over
the Dzmccratic Stata Convention in Little Reock, and during
the n2xt yedr wes freguently mentionad as a gubgrnatorial

L
candidate. Insztead, he was electaed to the State Senaze
frox Union County in the summner of 1853.
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8. Significance (Continuved - Page 2)

Rain=y's financial success also returnad to him in Arkansas,
for in August, 1853, he was able to pledge $5,000.00 to build
a2 railrecad frcm Camden, Arkansas, south through El1 Dorado,

and on to the state line. By that time his new house, planned
ten years before, was probably completed.

Cn September 16, 1853, Matthew Rainesy died. The residence
which dears his name, rlanned in 1843, and completed hy 1853,
still stands in El1 Dorado today as an ever present reminder
c? the city's first citizen. It is the oldest house in ths
community and one of the most important historic sites in the
county. '
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itthew Rainey House

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN
Arkansas 7 Union El Dorado

STREET AND NUMBER

510 North Jackson

3. PHOTO REFEREMCE

PHOTO CHEDIT ) DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

Arkansas Historic

Reobert Dunn 1974 Presarvation Program

& IDENTIEICATICON

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

East facade, viewsd from the east
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Matthew Rainey Housse

2. LOCATION - i ) ,
sTATE COUNTY TOwWM
Arkansas Union El BDorado

STREET AND NUMBER

510 North Jackson

3. PHOTO REFERENCE -

FHOTO CREDIT i DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
Rokert Dunn 1974 Arkansas Historic
Praservation Program

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCHISE VIEH. DIRECTIONM, ETC

ol hobt from rear of cenktral hall.

otring visible akove enbrance, .
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