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Survey Number ST-188 Owner M r .  She 1 by Penn ington 

Property Name O r v a l  1 G a m i  l l Barn 

Locat ion Big Springs 

Address Box 736 

S i g n i f i c a n t  Date/s c.1922 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCR FPTION 

The C. 1922 OrvaP Gammill Barn i s  located i n  the northwest p a r t  of  Stone County 
along an improved road which runs between the  cornmunit-ies o f  O n i a  and B i g  
Springs.  The barn reflects a transverse crib plan w i t h  a s i d e  shed addi t ion  on 
the n o r t h  elevation. Placed an stone p i e r s ,  t h e  two s tory  log and frame struc-  
ture i s  covered with a gable roof. The hewn log p o r t i o n  o f  the barn ,  locked 
w i t h  " V U  notching,  d is t ingu ishes  the c r i b  area,  w h l l e  the loft is identified by 
the v e r t i c a l  boards i n  the g a b l e  ends. 

The principal facade, f ac ing  west onto the  r o a d ,  i s  marked by the  gable end of 
the ba rn .  It contains the  en t rance  to the log c r ~ %  area and the  open end of the  
s i d e  shed, The log cribs, which f l a n k  the driveway, are p a r t i t i o n e d  on the 
nor th  i n t o  three smaller cribs, while the south side i s  dominated by a large 
crib space, w i t h  a small area p a r t i t i o n e d  at the west end. The second story 
contains an uncovered segmental -shaped opening to the  1 o f t  area, The otherwise- 
s o l i d  vert ical  board mass has three diamond shaped cu t -ou ts  that are sym- 
m e t r i c a l l y  arranged along the slope of the roof .  Simple knee braces support  the 
overhang of the roof.  

t 
The rear ( e a s t )  elevation i s  identicdl -to the  f r o n t  i n  structure, w a l l  materials 
and  decoration, except for the door openings i n  t he  c r i b  and l o f t  areas.  A b a t -  
t e n  double door c loses  the driveway. The squared opening i n  the l o f t ' s  wall i s  
a l so  closed by a door. The shed i s  closed on t h e  east  w i t h  a single b a t t o n  door 
providing entry i n t o  the space. 

A solid mass made of the log c r i b s  and the l o f t ' s  narrow h o r i z o n t a l  boards mark 
the south elevation. The s i d e  shed a d d i t i o n ,  built of vertical  boards, iden- 
t i f i e s  the barn" n o r t h  elevation. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Orval Gammill Barn best illustrates the usage of log and lumber i n  executing 
the t ransverse  c r i b  p l a n .  B u i l t  in 1922, the builder used log f o r  t h e  c r i b  sec- 
t i o n  and v e r t i c a l  plank t o  cont ras t  the  l o f t  area. The t ransverse crib barn i n  
Stone County is generally associated w i t h  frame construct ion. However the  use 
o f  log ,  t h e  tradit ional  building material, and lumber became papular around the 
turn o f  the  century. 

Verbal Boundary Description: The nominated property, located w i  t h i n  t h e  SEV4 

the  flEV4 of 4 2 9 ,  R12W, T15N, i s  bounded on the south by a dir t  driveway and on 
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the north, east and west  by 1 ines running parallel t o  and 50' from t he  three 
m a j o r  facades of the  barn. 

Acreage: less t h a n  1 
Quadrangle Name: Onia 

UTM Ref esence: 
Zone: 15 

Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000 

East ing: 565550 Nor th i ng :  3974000 
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