
H ISTOR IC RESOURCES OF STONE COUNTY ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
STONE COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

Survey Number ST- 31 Owner Mr.& Mrs. Ewell Hess 

Property Name Thomas M, Hess House Address 2150 Barrett S t ,  

Locat ion Marce l la  B a t e s v i  1 le,  AR 72501 

S ign i f i can t  Date /s  C-1868 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The c. 1868 Thamas M. Hess House i s  located  a t  Marcel l a  i n  southeastern Stone 
County. The house s tands  eas t  of Highway 14 and faces the unimproved road  
leading t o  the bottom1 and of the White R iver  approximately three-quarters o f  a 
m i  Je further east.  The Hess House, fac ing  south, was b u i l t  according t o  a 
central ha1 1 plan with  an original three room el 1 extending f r o m  the west room 
o f  t he  p r i n c i p a l  block. (The t h i r d  room o f  t he  ell has since been removed and 
rep laced  by an open end p o r c h .  ) The brace framed weatherboard house s i  t s  on a 
continuous three foot  stone foundation and is covered by intersecting gable 
roofs . 

f 

The p r i n c i p a l  ( e a s t )  facade of the house i s  d ist inguished by a Queen Anne 
inspi red  porch.  The porch rep1 aced an original Greek Revival influenced por- 
t i c o .  The h ip  roofed porch i s  s u p p o r t e d  by four decorative cut-aut columns 
adorned w i th  j i g s a w  bracket ing.  The porch also features a decorative j i g s a w  
b a l u s t r a d e .  The facade displays symnettically arranged windows on e i t h e r  s ide  
of a t r a d i t i o n a l  central ha1 1 entrance, which consists  of a wood paneled door 
wi th  s i d e 1  i g h t s  over wood panels and a f i r e  l i g h t  t ransom.  F l u s h  board s i d i n g  
surrounds the  entrance. Two 1 arge .six-over-sf x deub1.e-bung windows create t he  
fenestration of each f r o n t  room as 'we1 1 as f l a n k  the main entrance. 

The ex te r io r  cut  stone chimneys define the south  and n o r t h  gable ends of the 
c e n t r a l  h a l l  portion o f  the house. The large six-over-six windows are placed on 
either side of the  chimney's fireboq. Wide cornice boards are also displayed i n  
the gable ends. 

The ex is t ing  two room rear e l l  and t he  L-shaped porch domlnate the north and 
south elevat ions.  An i g t e r i o r  c u t  stone chimney Ss located between the t w o  
rooms. The south side  o f  the  e l  1 displays two s i x - o v e r - s i x  windows, each pro-  
v i d i n g  light t o  t h e i r  respect ive  rooms, The north side o f  the e l l  consists o f  
two wood-paneled daars furnishing access t o  each room. The open L-shaped porch, 
supported on stone piers ,  provjdes cover for these entrances as we1 l as for the 
rear entry of the central ha1 I .  Seven squared posts  support t he  porch roof. 
The solid balustrade was built during a l a t e r  period. The nor th  end of the porch 
was enclosed for  a room. A wood paneled door a1 lows access t o  the room from the 
porch. A four-over-four window i s  located i n  the west w a l l  o f  the  room. 

A ruined stone a n c i l l a r y  building, located a few yards north of the ell, sheltered 
a generator  which provided e lect r ic i ty  during a later period and i s  not  part o f  
the major s igni f icance of the house. 
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STATEMENT OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Thomas M. Hess House i s  a most  s i g n i f i c a n t  resource in i n t e r p r e t i n g  the  
lifestyle o f  a successful  rural ent repreneur ,  whose wealth was based upon the 
r i v e r  camnerce and farming i n  t h e  mid-nineteenth century .  Thomas M. Hess, who 
es tab1 ished  Hess town i n  ens te rn  Stone County a1 ong t h e  White River, i nher i ted  
the family business, land,  and w e a l t h  in the l a t e  1860's. As a result of t h e  
f ami l y  success, Thomas M. Hess bui  1 t this f ine3 y crafted centraf-ha1 1 house wf  t h  
a rear el l  in 1868, I t  i s  the o l d e s t  documented central h a l l  house i n  the 
county. 

Verbal Boundary Description: The nominated property, located w i t h i n  t h e  ~ E 4 / 4  o f  
the N W V ~  o f  S6, R8W, T13N, i s  bounded on the east by an unimproved road and on the 
nor th,  south add west  by 1 ines running para1 lel t o  and 50 f t .  f rom the three  
e l e v a t i o n s  o f  the  house. 

Acreage: less than 1 
Quadrangle Name: Marcel 1 a 

UTM Reference: 
Zone: 15 

Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000 

East  i ng: 501300 Nor th ing:  3961040 
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