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I. Name 

hisloric Thonas  -El Hess House - - - .  -. -- -.. - . - -- -. -- - "- ---- -.  

gndOrcommon Turk fIess Place 

street & number S t a t e  Highray 19 
--= - -- .- -. -. - A- 

- nut for publicatian 

city. town Marcella - vicinity of -. .-  . .- - -  

state Arkansas count~  Stone code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present U s e  
- drslract - public 3- occupied x agrieuFture - museum 
L bulld1ng4$] _X_ pr~vate - unoccupid - cornmerc.(al - park 
- structure - bolh - work in progress - educaeional 2L private residence 
- site Public Acquisition dccsssib~e - entertainment --- religiws 
- object - in process L? yes: restricted - government - scientific 

., be~ng considered -- yes: unrestricted - industtiat - transportation 
- no - military - of her: 

4. Owner of Property 

Street 5 number 21 50 Searett e a - .  

ctty, town Satesville ' - vicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal - D3scx!pPion 

counhouse. reg~stry of deeds. etc. Stone county 
- - -- - -, . --- - - -- -- -- -. 

sfireel L number -- . - . - - - - - - .  - - -  .----. - - 

city. town 
Flountain V i e w  

stale Arkansas 

6. Wep~.esentatisn in Existing Surveys 

. . 
no 1. i,e K i s t  rn Arch * Survey of Stone Colas this propeny been determined eligible? _-- ye%- = , - -. - . - - - - - .-.- .-- -- 

- federal . state -X county - local 

. . 
depository ,or survey records Arkansas Historic freservat ion Program - - . - - .  - . --. - . . - 

rllt. Intun Little Rock Ark=?-S~S 



q.7. Description 

'7ndition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deterioraled unaltered 2- original site Call but one corncrib ) 

-L L good - rutns X. altered 2- moved date -.Cam - 19  Qs - - .-A .-. - tair - unexposed 
----- -. - -- - - - -  - - .  . 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SU:.T:N,SVI The Thonas El Hess 30use is a t y p i c a l  I house; a two-story,  
single-pile house w i t h  two rooms on each floor and a central h a l l *  A 
one-story el1 contains t he  dining room and kitehenw The frame house, 
built of se lec ted  Lumber, has a cedzr-shineled gable roof and native 
sandstone foundation. The two-story, centered f r o n t  porch w i t h  h i p  . 
roof features Zlgsaw wooden lace ornamentation* The balusters are of 
native walnut .  The L-shaped back  porch  has been enclosedB The founda- 
t i o n ,  originally piers, is now cont inuous  0 Behind t h e  house are t e n  
outbuildings typical of the sorts of s t r u c t u r e s  necessary to a small 
working farn~ These i n c l u d e  two storage sheds, two barns, a c o r n c r i b ,  
t w o  c h i c k e n  coops ,  a garage, a pumphouse, and a s to rm cellar* A large 
garden lies beside t h e  house, 5 u t  the land behind t he  o u t b u i l d i n g s  has 
grown up in woods. 

ELA~O~ATIONI The house faces S t a t e  Highway 14, which serves as Marcella's 
bhin Street  m The f r o n t  yard is delineated by a decorative woven-wire 
fence# A concre te  sidewalk leads up t o  the house, and t h e  name "TO Em 
H3S" is s p e l l e d  out in block  letters in the first square ins ide  the g a t e *  
The house is relatively plain in appearances corner boards capped w i t h  
molding, s i m p l e  decorative moldings above the t w o  over two windows, and 
a transom above the fron door w i t h  its applied wreath on t h e  lower p a n e l  
a r e  t h e  o n l y  decorations besides t h e  rather restrained jigsaw work and 
turned b a l u s t e r s  of the f r o n t  porch. The i n t e r i o r  is similarly sinplee 

sA 

The hall and s ta i rwel l  have wainscoting of beaded'  boards, which a l s o  
make up the ce i l ing .  The staircase has an attractive f r e e - s t a n d i n g m h u t  
newel p o s t ,  balusters identical t o  those on the porch,  and scalloped 
s t r ings  

The front parlor is to t h e  l e f t .  It features t h e  housems on ly  mantel, 
a s i m p l e  composition of pine boards w i t h  minimal millwork. The original 
sandstone fireplace front was lEghtly worked by a stonemason using a 
t o o t h e d  chisel to produce a e o o v e d  hand at the edge of the fireplace 
openinz.  Xecently a wood s tove  f i r e p l a c e  i n s e r t  has been installed 
here* T h i s  r o o m  has been paneled a n d  the c e i P i n 5  Iswered~ The wood- 
w o r k  has all been painted, bu t  the bedroom across the h a l l  retains the 
or ig ina l  w o o  dzraining. 

The dining roam, immediately behind the parlorc has beaded board wains- 
cotin% and originally had walls of horizontally-applied beaded boards# 
These have been covered with paneling, and t h e  ceiling has  been sheet- 
rocked  - 
The kitchen is behind t h e  dining r o o m  and has been s imi l a r l y  paneled. 
A l s o ,  a d o o r  which once opened into the s i d e  yard has been closed up 
and a double window above a kitchen sink i n s t a l l e d  in approximately 
t h e  same space. 

P " 

The L-shaped back porch has  been enclosed.  First, t h e  p a r t  behind t h e  

C -- I 
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bedroom was enclosed to provide a bathroom and a room f o r  the safe 
where I;;rl Yess kept t h e  money and t h e  accounts for the store and t h e  
farm* This room now houses a second bathroom. The remainder of the 
porch w a s  enclosed more r e c e n t l y  w i t h  h o r i z o n t a l  boards and windows. 

The two upstairs bedrooms have horizontal board walls which were can- 
vassed and papered. Floors are  painted1 ceilings of beaded boards  were 
papered, The o r i q i n a l  woodgraining is extant  on all doors ,  window a n d  
door frames, and base5oardse Attic space is available above t h e  rear 
e l l  (accessible from the adjoining bedrooa) and above the main p i l e .  

In a d d i t i o n  to the  p a r l o r  fireplace, wood stoves were used to heat the  
house* 

Immediately behind t h e  house are a stone and concrete s t o r n  cellar, a 
frane pump house, a storage shed which is half box construction and 
h a l f  frame w i t h  s tone  veneer, a n d  a large box saokehou'se wi.th storage. 
Behind these buildings a r e  t h e  renains.af the fence which once separated 

.L the yard from t h e  animal lots* Located behind t h i s  fence are a frame 
garage, a chicken coop, a transverse criS b a n ,  a l o g  corncrib, another 
barn, a n d  an abandoned chicken coop. <- 

The transverse crib b a r n  has an open central a i s l e  w i t h  f o u r  stalls  
to t h e  r i g h t  and a small granary and larger cornc~ib to the left. This  
central p o r t i o n  has  hewn log-sills. A shed on the  l e f t  appears to be 
an aninal s h e l t e r  while a s:mller shed on t h e  r i g h t  was apparently for 
equipment storage.  Floored areas above the stalls a n d  cribs held l o o s e  
hay. The corncrib, now in de te r io ra ted  c o n d i t i o n ,  has hewn log walls 
joined w i t h  square notchingr The door  is traditlont vertical b a r d s  
joined with two chamfered horrsontzl 3oards. About f i f t e e n  feet souare. 
:he b u i l d i n g  was original ly  Located on a neighboring f a r m ,  where 5% 
served as t h e  first s c h o o l  building in t he  area* The Hess children 
went to s c h o o l  there, and Thomas 31 Hess purchased it about 1905 and 
moved it to its present location for use as a corncrib. 

The second barn f o l l o w s  no t r ad t t i ana l  pattern but contains two c r i b s ,  
probably for feed storage, three s ta l l s ,  and a floored area under t h e  
roo f  for hay storage* 

The b u i l d i n g s  are a good c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  various types needed in t h e  
early twentieth century to suppor t  a small farm. The represent z l s o  
the nzjor building techniques employed in t h e  area in the t ime period:  
ba l l oon  frame, box ,  and l o g #  



wiod 

-- prehistoric 
_--- 140&1599 

1500-1599 
- 160S1699 
,,. 1700-1799 
,, 18061 899 
-. x 190& 

Areas  or SEgnificancMheck and justify belaw 
arc heology-prehistoric comrnunlty planning landscape architecture . religion 
archerriogy-hrsiorlc e o n s ~ v a t ~ o n  . - raw .+. science 

X agrrcutture economies , lrterature . . sculpture 
X arch~tecture edwcarion mijitary - social 

ar2 engineering ,,, music humanitarian 
con~merce ewplorationfsettIemenZ .. . philosophy .- . theater 

- communications industry politics government - transportation 
invention . - other (specify) 

-- .- . - -  -. 

Spscifie dates $ 9 0 0  Thomas M* E.;ess , f ath3r "of - Thomas I2 
-.---- - - -  - +  - - - . - - . . . . . - - - - - - A - . - -- . . 
Statement ot Signiiieance (in one paragraph) 

A '  Thanas ED 3ess  was t h e  grandson sf 'Jilliarn. Hess, t h e  firs? 
- whix Ran to s e t t l e  on t h e  west bank of '!mite Etover in present-day 

Stone County af ter  the departure of the Cherokees in 18251 The F e s s  
family remained t he  dominant faraers and merchants in t h a t  arez f o r  
t h r e e  <enerationst each generation moving a l i t t l e  farther i n l a n d -  
The Thomas 3. Hess House h a s  dominated t h e  h a m l e t  of I h r c e l l z  since 
its c o n s t r u c t i o n  in 1900r Other structures an t h e  6.4 acre p l a t  
inc lude  a s t o n e  cellar, a washhouse and w e l l ,  a smokehouse, a barn, 
and a l o g  corn c r i b ,  once a s c h o o l -  T h i s  l o g  schoolhouse originally 
stood an t h e  old Evetts place an Wallace Creek and was the first school  
building in t h e  neishborhood~ Abandoned, it w a s  purchased about 1905 
by T I  31 X e s s  and moved to its p r e s e ~ t  locat ion.  The farmstead, then, 
is significant bath because of its associatian w i t h  the  i e l u e n t i a l  
p i o n e e r  Xess family  and because of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of b u i l d i ~ g s  still  
on the  site* 

. * 
~ ~ O ~ A T I O Y I  William Hess s e t t l e d  on t h e  wes t  bank of Q i t e  5iver in 
1228 on land only recently vacqted by t h e  C n e r o k e e s ~  H e  bui lr t  a log 
house and s t a r e  n e a r  t h e  ferry landing serving t h e  area's nzin road to 
t h e  west .  Xis son, Thonas !;I. Kess, continued h i s  father's enterprises, 
t ransfarn i3g  t h e  old l o g  house i n t o  a general  s t o r e  and moving i n t o  a 
new l a g  hone on the r i d g e  above t h e  river before t h e  Civil War. As 
o t h e r  families moved in, the se t t l emen t  on t h e  river  became known as 
H e s s t o ~ v n ~  Kessqs farms prospered t o o ,  and in 1869 he and his brother 
built frame hones a little further up t h e  road, Uenrby Mess b u i l t  a 
new s t o r e  and a distillery, becornins-increasingly involved in t h e  
growing riverboat t r a d e  on White Xiver. 

By +he t i m e  ) iessrs c h i l d r e n  were grown, he w a s  prosperous enough t o  
g i v e  each one some land and to build each a h o u s e *  These formed the 
nucleus of t h e  l i t t l e  villzge which he named re7arcella. I n  1899 his 
only  son,  Thonas 3 . ,  married KelLie K n i ~ h t ,  and in IgOO Thomas Me 
gave them a house on 6 - 4  acres of l a n d ,  t h e  largest  house in lilarcella. 

Except f o r  four years s p e n t  in Batesville so that h i s  c h i l d r e n  could 
attend s c h o o l  t h e r e ,  Thomas E. Hess (knovrn as T u r k )  spent his entire 
l i f e  w i th in  a quar te r  mile af the house where he was born, most o f  
t h o s e  years in the house h i s  f a t h e r  gave him. Turk Hess d i e d  in I973 
at the age of l o o 3  his house and the associated outbuildings much as 
they had always been. 

* 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of - 
Quadrangle name --- . - -  . Quadrangle scale -- - - 

UT M References 

Zone Easiing Northing Zone Easting Northing 

-- -- ..-.. - 
Verbal boundary dsscriplion and justbfiertion Pt. of t h e  ~6 of the w t  of Sec t ion  6 0 T1)Np 

R9X, beqinninz at t h e  SE corner of t h e  IVN$ of t h e  NW* of said s e c t i o n  6 ,  
which is also the S':! corner  of the rdethodist Episcopal church l o t ,  and 
r u n n i n g  N 158 links: then E 340 links; then N I 0  W 573 l i n k s  t o  the - -- - -  .. 

List all states and counties for properlies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state NA code county -- ---- code - - ... 

ate UA code county code 

11. Form Prepared By <. 

namertitle Diane T e b b e t t s ,  Executive Director  - -.-- - -  -- - - .  -- 

organ~za:ion Qat e s v i l l e  Preservation Assn. -.--- - - date July 30, 1983 
- -- - - - - - . - . - - ---- 

streel L number Pm 0. BOX 1811 ----. ---+ -- - --- telephone 79 3-4632 . - - - - . . - - - - - - - - - 
elty or town Batesville , . Arkansas 72503 

1 2. State H istorie PaesewaZion O f f i c e i ~  Certifica%ion 
.- - - - . - - - . . . . - -- 

f h c  evaluated significance of !his properly wiihin the state is: 

- national _. state local - .---- -- - --------- - __ - ---* 

As the designated Slate Historic Preservation Officer lor !he National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665), 1 hereby nornlnate this property for ~nclus~on in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set lofth by the National Park Service. 
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Ikssey, !;Ielissa Loy. "History of T:hrcella," Heritaee of Stone I, no. 4 
(Sp r ing  13733, 21-22, 

"Celebrates 100th year," Stone Countv Leader, 25 January 1973~ 



United States Department of the Interior V - ~ - - \ O .  , ; -? 

ltional Park Service 
- . .  ' . ~ & H p s - ~ ~ ~ t ~ " - . - , -  .. ''--: 

*. :?- -.-# , ' 
+ *.,, > . Y.,<Gd ,- . -, 

. - >, * .&~,;..d-;?2--L.-b?L~,- : :, , -  - -, 

1, -, .>.I- . - ", - - . - 3 . -. 

dational Regi s ter  of Historic Places i--m .;p, . . : ,  I'.::, . . . ..,.. *.:-.:.+:.< -. 
r. .. :$ ,?*v,:t,-;>c;A, ., h ;I:--l> ,$;,:f.+?:.::'7;2i ; 

--,y., .:'" -; . -.r *: ,?lzJ-' !' 

Inventory-NomEnaBion Form yetabe'&-- z .:,; : , ,..: LL. .-. ,: .---, , --:.. . ., . . A , , ,  ,I .... P - "  ., :. , .  . . % .; - 
- . ,*  . - ,.. . - :  ,-  

.'.--:>-A >.">.s-.. -.<,.;,:;c:;z:. --. :." .: ,, 

antinuation street lternwrnber 10 Page 7 

SE corner of the T. Y. Casey l o t :  then S 82+ W 1035 links; then S 
572 l i n k s :  then E 770 l i n k s  t o  t h e  beginning, conta in ing  s i x  and 
46/100 acres, mare or lessr 










