
HISTORIC RESOURCES OF S T  QNE COUNTY ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
STONE COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

Survey Number ST-23 Owner Church of  C h r i s t  
Marcel 1 a Church & 

Property Name School Address c/o Jim Kemp 

Locat ion Marcella Pleasant Grove, AR 72560 

S i g n i f i c a n t  DateJs c. 1900 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Set  back f rom Highway 14 i n  eas te rn  Stone County, the Marcella Church and 
School, b u i l t  c. 1900, represents  the traditional smal l  v i l l a g e  churchJschool 
bui  1 ding type, Resting on a continuous stone faundat ion, the structure reflects 
a syrmnetrical mass. Rectangular i n  plan, the building i s  frame and covered w i t h  
weatherboard. Its gable r o o f  pro jec ts  over a wide board cornice* The east and 
west elevations (non-gable) received identical f e n g s t r a t i o n  treatments. Each 
consists  o f  f i v e  two-over-two double hung windows faced w i t h  simple classical 
surrounds, The same t ype  and t reatment  applies t o  the  two windows placed in the 
south (rear) elevation. A central double door entry with simple classical  
surrounds distinguishes the principal facade (north) in what i s  otherwise a non- 
descript sol i d  mass gable end. The double doofs and the structure" shingle, 
pyrami d-roofed be1 l tower are n o t  o r i g i n a l  . 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A t  the tu rn  o f  the twentieth century, Stone County was divided into 75 school 
districts. The people i n  each d i s t r i c t  over responsible for providing an educa- 
t ional f aci 1 i ty, The Marcel 1 a Church. and School, bu i  1 t ,  awund 1900, housed n o t  
only the d i s t r i c t  school, but also the -local church. The frame rectangular 
building i s  covered wi th  weatherboard and contains and single entry in the front 
gable facade. It i s  representative of the  rural t r a d i t i o n a l  church and school 
building. 

Verbal Boundary Description: The nominated property ,  located w i t h i n  the N% of 
the ~ ~ 5 4  of the  5€1/4 o f  the ~144 of S6, R8W, T13N, bounded on the east by Highway 
14, on the north by the Thomas E. Hess Homestead, and on the  west and south by 
l ines  runnfng para1 Jel t o  and SO. ft. from t h e  two major facades o f  the church, 

Acreage: less than 1 
Quadrangle Name: Marcel la 

UTM Reference: 
Zone: 15 

Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000 

Easting: 500850 North ing  : 3960800 
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