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======================================================================== 
1. Name of Property 
======================================================================== 
historic name: Leslie-Rolen House 

======================================================================== 
2. Location 
======================================================================== 
street & number: Eastern corner of Cherry and High Streets 

state: AR county: .::::Sc:::e:..::a=-=r=-c~y ______ _ 

not for publication: N/A 

vicinity : NL.a_ 

code: AR 129 zip code: 72645 

======================================================================== 
3. Classification 
======================================================================== 
Ownership of Property: ~P~r~i~v~a==t=e'---------

Category of Property: =B~u=i=l~d=1=·n~g;;;i._ ____ _ 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing 

2 

1 

3 

Noncontributing 

0 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing: "Historic and Architectural 
Resources of Searcy, Arkansas" 



======================================================================== 
4. State/Federal Agency Certification 
======================================================================== 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this ~X~ nomination ~~ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ~-X- meets 
~~ does not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation 

sh~ 

Signahr~ffffei& ~-2-9'3 
Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

======================================================================== 
5. National Park Service Certification 
======================================================================== 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

======================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
======================================================================== 
Historic: Domestic 

=-'"'"'"'-'-=='-==....;~~~~~~~~~~~~-
Sub: single family dwelling 

Current Domestic Sub: single family dwelling 



======================================================================== 
7. Description 
======================================================================== 
Architectural Classification: 

NA 

Other Description: Plain Traditional 

Materials: foundation concrete 
walls weatherboard 

roof asphalt 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. _x_ See continuation 
sheet. 

======================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
======================================================================== 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: =l~o~c~a=l=-~~~~~~~~ 

Applicable National Register Criteria: C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : N/A 

Areas of Significance: =A=r~c~h=1='t~e~c~t~u=r~e~~~~~~~~~~-

Period(s) of Significance: 1907 

Significant Dates: ~N~/~A-=--~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Significant Person(s): ~N~/~A~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Cultural Affiliation: ~N~A-=--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Architect/Builder: -=L~e~s~l=1=·=e......_~S~a=m----..~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
_x_ See continuation sheet. 



======================================================================== 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
======================================================================== 
See "Historic and Architectural Resources of Searcy County, Arkansas, 
Section H. 

_x_ See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) : 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X State historic preservation off ice 
Other state agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other -- Specify Repository: 

======================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
======================================================================== 
Acreage of Property : Less than one 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing 

A 15 540010 3964990 B 
C D 

Zone Easting Northing 

See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description : See continuation sheet . 

Beginning at the eastern corner of High and Cherry Streets, proceed 
southeasterly along the northern curbline of High Street to the intersection 
with a line formed by, yet ten feet from, the southeastern elevation of the 
outbuilding. Then proceed northeast along said line to the intersection with 
a line formed by, yet ten feet from, the northeastern elevation of the 
outbuilding . Then proceed northwest along said line to the intersection with 
the eastern curbline of Cherry Street . Then proceed southwest along the 
curbline to the point of beginning . 

Boundary Justification: See continuation sheet. 

This boundary includes all of the property historically associated with thi 
resource that retains its integrity, including the house, outbuilding, and 
the concrete retaining walls. 



======================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
======================================================================== 

Name/Title: Patrick Zollner, National Register Historian 

Organization:Arkansas Historic Preservation Program Date: 04/29/93 

Street & Number:323 Center, 1600 Tower Bldg. Telephone: (501) 324-9880 

City or Town:-=L=i~t~t==l=e--.R=o~c=k'-"--~~~~~~~~~~ State:AR ZIP:___,_7~2=2~0~1=--~~~ 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places· 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number __ 1.___ Page __ _ 

Summary 

The Leslie-Rolen House is a one-and-a-half story, wood-frame residence constructed in 1907 
in the Plain Traditional style. Essentially square in plan, the house is covered by a hipped roof 
with three projecting cross gables and three gabled dormers. The exterior remains basically 
intact; however, the interior has been altered somewhat. There is one associated outbuilding, 
a gable-roof storage shed, located near the eastern comer of the house. A deteriorated concrete 
retaining wall on two sides of the house is also included in the nomination. Located at the 
eastern comer of High and Cherry Streets in Leslie, the Leslie-Rolen House is in good 
condition. 

Elaboration 

Constructed in 1907, the Leslie-Rolen House is a one-and-a-half story, wood-frame residence 
designed in the Plain Traditional style. Although basically square in plan, the house was 
designed with a simplified Queen Anne roofline that consists of three cross gables (which 
project slightly) and three gabled dormers extending from the basic hipped roof, which is 
currently covered with composition shingles. The frame walls rest upon a continuous 
foundation of rusticated concrete block and brick and are sheathed with white-painted simple 
drop novelty siding. Two interior brick chimneys and one nonhistoric exterior stone chimney 
punctuate the roofline. 

The front, or southwestern, elevation consists of a projecting gable-end bay to the south and 
a shed-roofed porch along the remainder of this elevation. A large eighteen-over-one double­
hung window dominated the first-story of the projecting gable-end bay. In the gable end, a 
pair of conventional one-over-one double-hung windows reside between the · jigsawn 
ornamented cornice returns. Due to the slope of the landscape, the porch is several feet above 
ground and is accessed by concrete steps. The porch roof is supported by five turned-spindle 
posts, another sign of Queen Anne/Folk Victorian-style influence. Underneath the porch, there 
are two single-leaf wood doors with one entering into the projecting gable room. An eighteen­
over-one window provides the only fenestration of that wall area. Above the shed roof, an 
inset gabled dormer with a one-over-one window projects from the roofline. The dormer 
duplicates the cornice return trim found on the larger projecting gable bay and is otherwise 
similar except on a smaller scale. · 

The northwestern elevation is composed a projecting gable-end bay at the southwestern end 
that is identical to its front elevation counterpart and an equal-length wall that is fenestrated 



United States Department of the Interior 
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Continuation Sheet 
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a...,,,_ No. '~'' 

by a single one-over-one double-hung window. This elevation also contains a gabled dormer 
(all three dormers are identical in composition) to the north of the projecting gable. 

On the rear, or northeastern, elevation, the projecting-gable bay is positioned in the center. 
Fenestration on this bay is reversed from the other two bays by having a pair of conventional 
one-over-one windows on the first story and a single one-over-one in the gable end. A 
nonhistoric exterior stone chimney is located to the north, and to the south, an apparent 
enclosed inset porch with a single-leaf entrance. An inset dormer is also located to the south 
of the center gable bay. 

A projecting-gable bay identical to the one on the northeastern elevation is placed to the east 
of center on the southeastern elevation. To the east of this bay is the short side wall of the 
enclosed inset porch. A small aluminum-frame two-over-two window has been installed here. 
The longer room to the north of the projecting-gable bay is lighted by a large one-over-one 
window. 

The interior has been altered somewhat; however, most of the oak and walnut woodwork 
remains intact. 

There is one contributing outbuilding located near the eastern comer of the house. that may 
have originally been used as a smokehouse. Clad with drop siding (and some false-bevel 
novelty siding on the northeast elevation) and covered by a gable roof, the outbuilding presents 
a dignified appearance through the use of enclosed eaves and a wide frieze band with returns. 

Also included in the nomination is a concrete retaining wall along High and Cherry Streets that 
has deteriorated considerably. 
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Significance 

The Leslie-Rolen House was constructed as a residential building on High Street near 
downtown Leslie. It was built by Mr. Sam Leslie for he and his wife, though the local oral 
history holds that she did not like the house, and so he built her another. Its construction date 
of 1907 and its simple Plain Traditional style represent the historic context Searcy County 
History, 1865-1910: Reconstruction, Railroads and Renewal. As noted in this context, this was 
a period of county-wide growth and prosperity, relatively speaking, and thus a period during 
which there was much new immigration and new construction. The community of Leslie, with 
its lumber manufacturing and its propitious location on the Missouri and North Arkansas 
Railroad, looked forward to many years of growth and prosperity. With its traditional "L"­
shaped floor plan and minimal "high-style" touches as the turned posts on the porch, the Leslie­
Rolen House is thus eligible with local significance under Criterion C as an excellent and well­
preserved example of this ostensibly plain but nevertheless representative residential style in 
Leslie during this period. 
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