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1. Name 

hbtor)t Benjamin Franklin Henley House 

2, Location 

strsst & mum- N/ d - not for publlcrtlon 

Cbvtown St. Jce 3- vleinity of 

ntmte Arkansas 05 county Searcy 129 

3. Classification 
- 

Catmqory Ownwship 
d lltrlct - public 

71- bulfdlngIs) X private 
- Structure - both 
- site Publlc Acq~isition 
- objtct N / A  ~n pmctss 

- b i n g  consldemd 

St+tm 
- a c W e d  
2 L  unbceupisa 
- work In pr-8 
AccrssEbEm 
J yes: r s a t t t W  
- yes: unrastrletd 
' no 

Prrunt Uw 
- agdculturu m u s e u m  
- c0mmercb81 - ~ r k  

edmlonal - private residema 
- entartsinmmt - tmllgi0~~ 
- government - sclamlflc 
- Industrlsl - tram- 
- milktaw . X o t m :  Vacant 

4. Owner of Prolrertv _ .  + 

M r s .  Worm A l l ~ n  

e ~ , t o w n  S t .  Joe - vklnlty of Arkansas 77675 

, 5 Location of LeaaI Descrimtion 
c ~ m w s r .  - - rsglstry of dsadr, ac .  Searcy County C o u r t h o u s ~  

Arkansas 
- - 

6. Rewesentation in Existins Surveys 

trtl. N/A 1t8a this bmn damiw slig~bkt - y - no 



: 7.'. Description 

Condition Cheek one C eck one 
- excelknt 

- ruins -!L altered 
! - deterlarated - unaltered - - original site 

A good - moved date 
-5 - fair - unexposed 

Damcrlk thr p r m s d  and o d g h l  ( I f  known1 physlcrl appamrmnce 

The house bui l t by local craftsmen for Benjamin Frank1 in Henley and hi s family, 1 ocated 
approximately one mi 1 e northeast of S t .  Joe, Arkansas, represents two primary periods 
of construction. The eastern por t ion ,  consisting of a room and a half  room o f  
braced-frame construction, was Suil t c. 1870. About 1876, a nearly i d e n t i c a l  room 
and a h a l f  room were constructed and conn@cted t o  the or ig ina l  house by an open 
breezeway or dogtrot and delineated by an impressive porch added a t  the  same t ime.  
The roof i s  a combination of gable and shed types, almost becoming an example o f  
a sal tbox style.  I t  features an unusual arrangement of an interior end chimney on the 
east gable and exterior end chimney on the west gable,  The house s i t s  on hand  hewn 
1 og sleepers which are, i n  turn, supported by a nat ive  stone foundation. 

The facade of t h e  Henley house, which faces north, i s  syiranetrical. Dauble doors 
wi th  oval windows, salvaged from a c .  1908 house and added c .  1944, provide entry i n t o  
a central ha1 lway or the or iginal  passageway between the c. 1870 and c.  1876 por t i ons  
o f  t h e  house. A double transom s i t s  over the doounay. The doors are  sheltered by 
a massive, one bay porch erected c. 1876 when t h e  dogtrot was constructed and apparently 
inspi red  by same local conception of Greek Revival architecture. The original  upper 
p o r t i o n s  o f  two square posts support the gable porch roof. The lower post por t ions  
were replaced w i t h  the c. 1944 restoration. Balustrades which extend from the col umns 
t o  meet the facade also replaced or ig ina l  balusters. Centered i'n the east  side of the 
facade, t h e  original one-and-one-half pen constructed c. 3870, i s  a wfder-than-normal 
door. The o r i g i n a l  entrance to the &el l i n g ,  i t  i s  hand-made and fastened together 
wi th  wooden pegs, as a r e  a1 1 the doors i n  t h i s  f f  rst portion o f  the house, The exterior 
doorllray i s Sf anked by two 'narrow 4 i 4  'windows ; Tlie west end " of  t h c  facade, constructed 
c .  1876, is identical except for a more usual sized doorway, non-functional since c. 
1960. Sided with the origi nal , narrow clapboards attached ni t h  hand-cut square 
nails, the facade, except fo r  the enclosed breezeway, i s  virtually unchanged from t ha t  
presented f n a c. 1894 photograph. 

The eastern elevation i s  r e l a t i v e l y  bare, w i t h  a narrow. o r ig ina l  wlndow on the 
southern ha1 f , openi ng i n t o  the rear or ha1 f room or t he  c.  9870 construct ion . On 
t he  western elevation, the e x t e r i o r  end chimney rises through the gable peak.  Two 
w i  ndows bracket the chimney, w i  t h  a t h i r d  1 ocated about midway between the chimney 

, and the southern corner of this facade, 

The a1 t e r a t i o n s  which accompanied the c. 1944 restoration are most evident on the 
southern, or rear, elevat ion.  Shed addit ions o f  unequal length extend from the rear, 
though both are offset from the corners of the house. On the east and west ends of  the 
rear elevat ion,  original windows are retained between the sheds and the corners. 
The western shed i s  a porch, enclosed to half  i t s  height by narrow clapboards and 
screended for  the  reminder of i t s  height ,  The eastern shed is enclosed by s id ing  
of varying types and widths ,  w i th  modern windows inser ted .  Both additions are 
supported on approximately four foot high wooden p i  1 i ngs . 
I n  add i t ion  t o  the  house, a large barn i s  the only s u r v i v i n g  outbui ld ing  . Sheathed 

,+ wi th  wide oak boards, i t  was constructed c .  1910. 



81 Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1 4 0 b t  499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-7 699 
- 1700-1799 
-X- 180SF899 
- 1900- 

Areas of S ign i fkancdheck  and justify b l o w  
archeology-prehistoric . - community planning landscape archltetlure . religion 

. archeology-historic . . - conservation _. , law science 
agriculture . - - ecanornics --.- literature . - sculpture 

2- architecture educatlon ., military -- socialt 
-_ art - . engineering ,,, music humanitarian 
., cornnkrce . exp4aration~settkment -- philosophy - theater 
- communications . --- industry -- politics. g 0 ~ e m ~ i I t  - t ransmation 

.- invention - other ( s p i ) r )  

sp+clfie dmtes C. 1870 Buildenbrchitsct Benjamin F. Hen1 ey -hi l der 
Statemmt of Signlftcancm (in m r m  pmrrgraph) 

The Henley house represents a traditional dwelling which evolved over a relatively 
brief per iod  o f  time t o  reflect the fortunes and prosperity o f  i t s  original  owner. 
Major a1 t e r a t i o n s  were completed by c. 1876. The original construction foms and 
materials are we1 1 represented and su6stantially unal tered. dl though i t  was not 
markedly unusual o r  uncommon when constructed, the Henley house survives as a 
v irtual ly  i n t a c t  representative of middle-class prosperity and achievement in pest- 
C i v i  1 War Arkansas. 

Constructed as a room and a ha l f  room c. 1870, the small frame house w i t h  an interior 
end chimney was actual ly  the second house b v i  l t for the family of Benjamin Frankl i n  
Henl ey . Fo l  1 owi  ng the  C i v i  1 War, Henl ey, or ig ina l  ly  from h n s f i e l  d, Arkansas, and 
a veteran o f  an Arkansas Union cavalry uni t ,  returned from Missouri wi th  wi fe ,  
Martha Deljlah McNair. They settled i n  St. Joe Valley, Searcy County, adjacent to  
her family's original homsi t e .  The McNair family, also Union sympathizers, had l e f t  
Searcy County dur ing the war and settled i n  Missouri for the durat ion of h o s t i l i t i e s  . 
The f rame dne7 1 i ng followed the new Henley family's original homestead, a log cabin 
constructed near. the. site o f  - t he  - Henley .. bpuse, and..~ubsaquently abandoned. As was the 
custom, as Henley4s fourtunes improved and h i s  fami ly  grew, he expanded his house. 
Henley served or was emloyed as, variously, a store-keeper, cot ton factor,  banker, 
and county of f i  c ia1 . To accomadate h i s  risl'ng status and expanded stature , as we1 1 
as thirteen children, a frame one and one-ha1 f room addition was constructed c .  1876. 
I t  was identical to the original  except f o r  the s i z e  of t he  doors and the l oca t i on  of 
the exterior  end chimney. An open breezeway or dogtrot connected the two  sides , which 
shared a comon gable and shed roof. A t  the  same time the add i t i on  and dogtrot were 
constructed, an jmposi ng porch, a rural interpretation of Col oni a1 el egance and pres ti ge , 
was extended from the passageway. 

During a brief, we1 1-defined per iod,  therefore,  the Henley house grew f r o m  an inelegant, 
one and one-ha1 f man frame dwell i ng into a version of rural pretenti  en and economic 
and social success. The original constructfon and growth of the house from c. 1870 to 
c. 1876 were defined by the  period of reconstruction and were init iated by the  o r i g ina l  
owner i n  response t o  and as a measure of h i s  prosperity. With  t he  exception of the  
minor and non-intrusive c. 1944 al terat ions,  the Henley house re ta ins  the i n t e g r i t y  and 
character which Benjamin Frankl i n Hen1 ey i ntended i t t o  convey. 
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. 9. * Major Bibliographical References 

See cont inuat ion  sheet  

10. Geographical Data 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~  ap~roximately -- four acres 
auadrangla name - a ~  
UT M Relsnncns 

" 1 1 ~ 5 1  u1213101 1319b1719 P P I  
t o w  Eastfng NorthEng 

Quadrangle scak 1 : ?4flflfl 

1 P k 18101 13\9]81718i8101 
zone Eastlng Northing 

-- 
V*M~ wary de~dptiarr .,,d /umtifie.tlon The boundary of nominated property i s  de1 i nea tedl by the 

dygan whose v e r t i c e s  a r e  marked and s i  t ua ted  as fol lows: 'A) 15 519230 3987920,' 8) 15 519280 3987880 
C) 15 519360 3987940, D) 15 519320 3987980, area i n c l u s i v e  of largest known extent  o f  cul tural . . naterials, - 

Llrt rlt 8t.t- a d  c6ulrtimm far propafilms overlmpplng state or county boundrrles - N/A c o ~ a  county code 

.. . . .... - 

1 .  Corm Pre~ared Bv 

mmsntttc Wordna A1 I en ; Edi ted by Arkamas H i  smi c Preswu.$im Broaram s t a f f  

organization I I O ~ C  date October 2 2 ,  1985 

atmmt&numbsr Parkview Apartments - Apt.  A h~sp)lwre 

c l t y ~ t m  St. Joe* AR 72675 state J,rkansas 

12, State. Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
, fhs evaluatd 8IgnHkance al thls property withbn Ww state Is: 

- national -- state 1 local 
- --- - - 

A* the deslgnatad Stmts Historic Pmsewation btncer for the NatMnal ~ l s t o i l i  ~ r e i r v a t l o n  ~ c t  at 1- (Publle Law 89- 
665). I hrsby nomlnrtu this propsrty lor Inclusion In the Natlmal Fteglster a M  certify that It has h p  avaluatcd 
according to the critM1m and p r o ~ b d ~ t s s  set f 

W e  HIstwCE Pmaawatlon Onlcer signmhrru 


























