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1. Hama of Property 

. . . . . . 

historic  name: St. Joe Missouri aria N o r t h  Wkansas R-oad D e w o t  

other number: 

2 .  Location 
f-- I*--- 

street & number: Southern side of U, S. Route 65 

not for publication: JVfA 

cityltown: St, Joe vicinity: 

state: county: Searev code: ,AR 129 z i p  code: 22675 

3 .  Classification 
- - 

Ownership of Property: private 

Category of Property: Buildina 

Number af Resources within Property: 

Conkributing Noncontributing 

f buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

2 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N I A  

Name of related multiple property l ist ing.:  Historic Railroad D e ~ o t s  of; 
Arkansas. 1870-1940 



As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A c t  
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that t h i s  _X: nomination 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 6 0 .  In my opinion, the property X meets 

does not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation 

> 8-/I- 93 
rtifying of f ic ia l  D a t e  

Arkansas Historic Presemati~n Proarm 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property  meet^ - does not meet the  National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet. 

signature' of commenting or other official D a t e  

-- 

State or Federal agency and- bureau 

5 .  National Park Bemica Csrtif ication 

I, hereby certify that t h i s  property is: 

- entered in the National Register 
- see continuation sheet. 
determined eligible for the 
National Register - See continuation sheet. - determined not eligible for the 
Wational Register 

removed from the National Register 

- other (explain) : 

signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

6. mmction or use 
- =-- -=DZ ,- ;e, -- '-- .t 

Historic: TRAWSPOFtTATIOEB Sub: Rail-related 

current: GOMMERCE /TRADE Sub: S~ecialtv Store 



7 .  Dssaription 
- -- ------1Y - -=PI 2 

Architectural classification: 

Other 

O t h e r  Description: Plain Trautional 

~aterials: foundation WoodlConcrate bloc% roof Asvhalt/MetaI 
walls WolodlWeatherboard other P/A 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. X See continuation 
sheet. 

8. Btatement of Significanoe 
I -- --- - ---- =- - - - 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: Locallv 

Applicable National Register Criteria: A, C 

Criteria Considerations (EX~epti~ns): W A  

Weas of Significance : ARCHITECTURE 
TRANSPORTATION 

Period(s) of significance: c. 1912-1943 

Significant Dates: c. 1912 

Significant Person (s) r NJA 

Cultural Affiliation: P / A  

State significance of property, and just i fy  criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet. - 



See nHistoric Railroad Depots of Arkansas, 1870-1940," Section E. 

_X, See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation on f i le  ( W S ) :  

- preliminary determination of individual l i s t i n g  (36 CFR 6 7 )  has been 
requested. 

- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark - recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X State historic preservation office 
- Other state  agency - Federal agency - Local government 
- University - Other -- Specify Repository: 

10. OEiographi~al D a t a  

Acreage of Property: Less than one 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 
Verbal Boundary ~escription: - See continuation sheet. 
Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the southern edge of U. S. 
Highway 6 5  w i t h  a line running parallel  w i t h  the building" eastern elevation 
and located 50 feet to the east thereof, proceed southerly along said line 
for a distance of approximately 200 feet to its intersection w i t h  a 
perpendicular line running parallel w i t h  t h e  building's southern elevation; 
thence proceed westerly along said line f o r  a distance of approximately 2 0 0  
feet to its intersection with a perpendicular l i n e  sunning parallel with  the 
building's western elevation; thence proceed northerly along said line f o r  a 
dis tance  of approximately 2 0 0  feet to its intersection with a perpendicular 
Line running along the southern edge of U. S.  Highway 6 5 ;  thence proceed 
easterly along said line for a distance of approximately 200  feet to the 
point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: - See contiyuation sheet. - 

This bundary includes a l l  the property historically associated w i t h  this 
resource t h a t  retains its integr i ty .  



11. Porn Prepared By 

NameITitle: pe 0 et to 

Organization: j%x m m  a D a t e :  08/11/93 

Street & Number: 323 Center Street, Suite 3500 Telephone: 15011 324-9880 

City or Town: fittle Rock State: Zip: 7 2 2 0 1  
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Tbe St. Joe Missouri and North Arkansas (M & NA) Railmad Depot is a single story, wood 
fmne depot designed in the simple, Plain Traditional style common for such simple, wood frame 
depots, Its gable+n-hip roof covers an amt ia l l y  rectangular plan, augmented only by the 
typical telegrapher" bay an the northern elevation. 

The St. Jm Missouri and North ArBcansas (M & NA) RaiFlroad D t p t  is a single story, wood 
frame depot designed in the simple, Plain Traditid style common fur such simple, w o d  h e  
depots. Its gabfe-on-hip roof covers an -tially rectangular plan, augmented only by the 
typical kkgrapher's bay on the northern elevation. Two red brick chimneys, now removed, 
formerly rose through the gable peak neat the center of the building. Its w d  and concrete 
block foundation and weatherboded walls support a combhation asphalt shingle and standing- 
seam metal roof. 

The northem or tracfide elevation is highlighted by tfie pjjechg telegrapher's bay placed 
toward its western end. The front of the telegrapher% bay is fenestrated with a bank of dhree 
twtmvm-twe wood windows, while a single m e r  window of identical w h  configuration 
lights each of its side walls. Two singleleaf doors flank either side of fie telegrapher's bay, and 
a single window completes the elevation to the west, while two more identical windows extend 
toward the east, followed by the former lmatiun of a large, r o h g  w d e n  freight door, now 
filled. ?'he southern eIevation opposite is simpler, as it femua only a single-leaf entrance placed 
toward the westan end and an intact rolling wooden freight door placed t~ward the east, with 
a four wood frame windows interspersed in between. 

The eastern e M o n  is accessed via a central rolling w d e n  freight d m  with t h e - p e  
transom and a smaller, single-leaf door to the north. The westem elevation retains the 
northernmost of its original two wood sash windows, though it 33 now covered with p l m .  
The mthm original window has been removed to ~ U O W  for a modem freight enentrance. 

The significant exterior d d s  are limited to the braad, projecting eava and the sirnpk stick 
work trim that runs horizontdly h e a t h  and above the omal windows. 

The interior has been changed sornewiiat in its conversion from an active depd to a feed stok; 
however, it Fetains a substantial amount of original door and window trim, ad much of its 
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migM beaded- wall sheathing. 

The St. Joe  Mrmuri and North At- Raihad  Depot has suffered only the removal of its 
two original chimneys, the replacement of one of its wesbern windows with a m d m  freight 
loading d m ,  and the mal removal of some interior putitims; 0th- it Is in g d  
condition. 
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SummaFg Criteria A and C, local 

The St Joe hrlissouri and North Arkansas Railmad Dept is l d y  eligible under both Criteria 
A and C as one of the few remaining w d  frame M & NA depots in the en& s k k ,  and as the 
only hm example remaining on its original site in Searcy County. 

Elaboration 

The S q  County mmmunisy of Sk Joe -- incoprated in 1902 as a direct eoaquencc of the 
arrival of the fledgling St. Lowis and North Arkansas RailroQd - can actually its origins 
as such to around 1870, Be first dmmented instance of Eumpn Wemeat ( I d  folklore 
claims a settlement date of 1860, but this cannot k documented). By 1871, St. Joe - located 
on one of the principle averland mutes though the Ozark Mountains to southwestern Missouri - 
- could boast of at least one store and a few other small businesses. Geologists visiting the area 
after the Civil War to s m c h  for b t h  valuable m i n d s  and natural springs smn discovered the 
rich zinc deposits m u n d i n g  St. Joe, Though some mining interests came to St. 30e hoping to 
find such precious metals as silver, it was the actual presence of significant zinc deposits that 
transformed St . Joe into one of the zinc mining centers in the O m b .  U n a  1902, howma, this 
natural resource remained largely unexploited due to the lack of adequate transportation to ship 
the om out of the mountains and to processing centers. 

The arrival of the St. huh and North khms Rdruad in 1902 (which by 1906 had mqed 
ftorn the first of what would be many financial reorganizations as the Wsowi and North 
Arkansas Railmad) and the completion of the line between Uslie to the south and S e w a n ,  
Missouri to the north in the following year signalled the of two decades of relative 
pmsperity for St. The railroad brought with i t  the means for the shipping of the zinc ore, 
and mining operations around St. Jm increased ~ t i ~ y  therafter. The t o m  center shifted 
approximately 112 mile t~ the east, to the intersection of an old wagon road with the new 
d r o a d  line. A small wmrcja l  district grew along this roadway immediately to the north of 
the mch and perpendicular thereto, providing a variety of services to the wmkm and train 
passengers that now passed through St. Joe on the &road. 

Unfortunately, due to the sewre drop in me pljces that occYrred in 1918, time zinc mining hm 
died a quick death soon thenafter. The mines in both St. Jm and Hamison had folded by 1919, 
and were not ta reopen again. Indeed, the fartun- of most of these Olark Mountah mjnjng 
towns pmlleled those of the Missouri and North ArIcansas Railmad that served th'em: in spite 
of a spurt of opthistic growth &y in the wmd d d e  of the twentieth oentuty (during which 
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the St. Joe depot was cxmstructed), the Msmuri and North Arhms Railmad was in 
receivership by 1916, and continued to be plagued by financial problems until the final 
abandonment of the line in 1962. 

Itwasduring thebriefperiaddnewamtmtionthat themihad hoped w o u l d h i p h ~  
passenger and freight W c  that it built its new depot in St. Joe. Typical of most of the M & 
NA's depots, the St. Joe depot is a singlestory building that is capped by a gableon-hip mf; 
it is not elaborately ornamented, wblch was also typical of M & N A  depots. The Missouri and 
North Arkansas Rdmd Depot in St. Jm is eligible under Criterion A for its w ia t ions  with 
this particular railroad line and its own c01orful- if not entirely successful - history. It is also 
eligible under Criterion C as the best extant example of a mihad depot of wmd frame 
construction. This passenget and freight railsoad depot is assmiat& with the JWroad G m m  
md Dewlo~ment in Arkansas, 1870-1940 historic context as a smctrrre financed and erected 
under the auspices of one of the most regionally-significant d y  twentieth-century railroads in 
the state. 
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