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OESCRtBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN! PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Searcy County Courthouse in k r s h a l l ,  Arkansas, was constructed in 1889. It is 
a two-storey-and-basement structure of native stone. N a t i v e  stone consf ruc t i o n  was 
found primarily in public buildings and wealthy residences in t h ~  county at the time 
of construction of the cewLLouse. The bu i ld ing  features a hipped roof of pressed' 
n2taL with fa ir ly  wide overhang. Triangular darners project from the center of the 
roof on each elevation. Thse  dzrners contain air vents in each gable end. A l l  
w i n d o w s  feature cast-stone lintels and luqsills and are aulti-rite, 

The building'is rectangular in plan  2nd rests upon a foundation of cast stone, re 
is situated on a 9O'x90"aet o'f lend i n  the center of ~arshall's b u ~ h e s s  d i s t r i c t .  

The facade (east  elevati~a) is marked by a one-StOrey porch with-a gable roof. The 
porch is supported by t w a  square cast stone posts. The gable end o f  the portico is 
divided into four  d i s t i n c t  triangul= areas. The double-entry doors zre  paneled 
and feature a s i n g l e  pane of glass i n  the upper half. Over t h e  doors is rectanqular- 
shaped transom with four lites- on the first-storey l e v e l  wineows f l a n k  e i the r  
side of  t h e  ent ry .  Three spmetrical lv placed windows are located on t h e  second- 
storey level. 

C.C A n e  s o u t h  elevation featczes th_r '?  ;ficj~~.;3 0 3  bstb. th% first z33 S ~ S Q ~ ?  3$.3~5y 

I l e v e l s .  Recr?zagular mu1 ti-lit? ;< ind~ , .~s  are s>zc& i r r = . g u h r l y  at tl;l S::s?i;..-cc 
- level ar0ur.d the bnilding. Tne w e s t  e l e v a t i o n  is i d a n t i c i l l  .ZO the facade w i t h  the 

exception of the absence o f  a p o ~ t i c d  over the do~rSle-entry doors. 

-':, - The north elevation contains the onLy a d d i t i o n  to the building since i t s  o r i g i n a l  
construction 1n 1689. A two-storey, flat-roofed projection o f  cast stone was addld 
in the e a r l y  1950's. This rectangular-sha9e2 aedition co~tains t o u r  w i n d c w s  around 
thq second-storey level and tm small wind~ws on the first-storey level of the 
cast and west elevations of the projection. T h i s  addition contajns vaults in 
rrhich county records are kept. 

A cenkral hall, ten feet in w i d t h ,  runs f r o m  the east  entrance to the wast entrancz.  
Much of t he  interior r e t a i n s  a four-foot high wocden wainscotting, w i t h  the uppsr 
~ r t i o n s  of the ~ 3 1 1 s  being of plaster ,  rcoodwork is of oak and pine. C e i l i n g s  
i n  the courf3ouse are ttvelve feet high. As w i L I  any cdurthouse of its agn, the 
Searcy Cottnty Courthouse has been so~erqhat a-:.{-@red in the i n t e r i o r  for chznq5ng 
office neezs. 

In good c o n d i t i o n ,  the Searcy County Courthause rests on its sxFginal site. Con- 
structed <n 1889. it is one of :he o ldes t  courthouses in .tile s t a t e ,  a fact w h l c l l  
on its olm makes the Seerc:~ C~~3by.Co~rth3use an historically significant buildin2 
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The l a r g e s t  nwher of architecturally s ignif icar l t  publie buildings in Arkansas are 1 : .. 
. I * '., 

the  courthouses scattered over t h e  state's seventy-five c o u n t i e s .  A s t ruc tu ra l  -.. 
symhl of America qoverment, the  county courthouse serves as the center  o f  local 
2olit ical  activity, Often the l x g e s t  apd most c o s t l y  building in the county, 

/I: 
the courthouse is almost always a source of pride to the c i t i z e n s  whn f inanced 1 ;:. 
and make use of its facilities. 1 !-, 

L +. 

- j a i l .  . -  

Searcy County was created i n  1836 and named in honor of Richard Searcy, an at torney 
and secretary of the first a ~ d  second Xrkansas Territorial Council. The first 

w n t y  seat: was established in 1835 at Lebanon, about six m i l e s  west of Marshall. 
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In 1867 the Arkznsas General AssemSly changed the name 05 the  county seat to' !:,: - J 

Marshal l  in honor o f  John Marshallc one of the nen who designated the area as the I - 
i- ; 

locat ion of the new county s e a t  in 1856 .  FlarshalL was incorpsated in 1884. F i r e  : : 
destroyed the courthouse in 1886- Thc present courthouse was bui l t  in 1889. - \, 

{ -. -5- - _rm?ir?ed the C.3nIlty E Q 3 t  2 n t i l  1935. C3unty Susi~eas xas conducted in a prir-atp - a . .= 
," - y  

home u n t i l  the first courthouss :v.r3s built in 1842. Th2 1,ebsr.an Cogrtho;~se was a . : ,.r . . .. 
( log s+tmctue  and contatnet? a C O ~ ~ ~ O O T . ,  offices of t h e  county o f f i c i a l s  and the i t ': 

In 1856 ihe county .seat was moved' to B u r r o w s v i l l e ,  named fnr' N. D, BurroTcs who 
is believed to have deeded eleven zcres for the courthouse sit&. County business 

F -'. 
Searcy County 5 s mountainous an& broken but a l s o  has a great deal of . faming :. . !- 
land. Apples and peaches are a s t a n d a r d  crop, and s tock  raising is an birrpor tant  ; :- 
enterprise of the county. Black marble is one of the most inporkant p r o d u c t s  of t k .  I f 
t h e  county, as Searcy county1 is o-le of the few areas in North America with t h i s  ! .. i 1 ,- 

r e s o w ~ ~ ,  ! i ;  
: : :  

The searcy County Courthouse is a two-storey s t r u c t u r e  of nat ive stone construction.  F i :  
I ' 

The 18E9 building features a hip7e2 roof of presseC ~otal, T r i r n ~ u l a r  dsmers 
proj2ct fro3 the c ~ n t e r  of the roof on each elevation. a11 windovs feature cask- i [ 

! store l i n t e l s  and lugsills. The building i s  rectailgular in plan and r ~ s t s  Wcn 
f o n n d a t i o n  of cast stone. It is s i t u a t c d  on a 901x90' tract of land i n  the . . 

cenkar  of 1.7awshallr s business  district .  i- 

> -  .y -.:- 
! :, 

k 
was conducted in a s t o r e  in Bnrrowsville u n t i l  it burned in 1857. In 1R58 a ! *. 

a .- < 

- .  r :. ; 
courLhouse buiL&ing was constructed. , I ,  ,I: 
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A s  m e  of the oldest courthouses in t h e  State ,  Searcy County Courthousa is a 3:. 
a-; 

signiEicant historical structure. Resting on its original s i t e ,  t h e  Searcy -. 
County Courthouse has been in continuous use since i t s  cons t ruc t ion  in 1889. C '  

I. 
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1 A Survey of Arkansas Courthouses, Compiled by the ~ational Society of Colon ia l  - 
of America i n  the State of Arkansas. Efrs. IT .  G. I,IcWnald, Chairperson, i 
Histor ical  Activities Committee. Arkansas Room, L i t t l e  Rock Public Library, 

Ncrndon, Dallas T. Centennial H i s t o r y  of  krkanszs'. Chicago: Clarke Publishing - t - 
Cornpan y , 19 2 2. 
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Due to the age of the Searcy County Courthouse and loss of records 
cancerning construction, the builder of the  structure is not  known. 




