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1. Name of Property 

historic name Mary Greenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South 

other names!site number Site #SE0009, Marshall Church of the Nazarene 

2. Location 

street & number 115 E. Nome Street wt for publication 

city or [own Marshall vicinity 

state .4rkansas code AR cuunty Searcy code I29 zip code 72650 

3. Statfiederal Aeencv Certitication 

As the des~gnared authority under the Yational H~storic Pramation .4ct, as amended. I hereby c e r t ~ ~  that ths nomination 
m p m t  for damnat ion o f  eligibiliry meets the do~wnentat~on srandards for widering propenim In the National Regrster of Hlstonc 
Places and meets the  procedural and professional rquiremenx ser. for ~n 36 CFR Pan 6Cl. In my opimon, f i e  propar). meas 
&a not mea the Nallonal Regster crirena. I mommend that t h s  propertl, be c o n s i d d  significant 

r for add~tional comrnen ) 

Signature of certifyrug ~ffic~ait%tle 
7b412 
~ J t e  1 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Swe or FBdml agency and bureau 

In my opituon, the propeny meets does not meet Lhe Natlonal Regster criteria (a See Cuntinuatlon sheet for additional 
commentr.) 

S~gnarure of cenifying offic~aliritle Date: 

Sure or Feded agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby cen~fy that the property is. S ~ g ~ l a t u r e  o f  the Keep3  Date of .4ct~on 

entered In the Yationai Register. 
[7 See continmtion sheet 

determined eligtbie for the 
National Re~ister. 

See &tinuation shm 
determlnsd nor eligible for the 

National Rgister. 
moved from the National 

Register. 

o~her, (explain:) 
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Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property ' 
(Check zs manj boxes as am!?) (Check only one box) (Do not includa prevrously listed resources In count ) 

[XI private 

Q pubtic-local 

pubIic-State 

public-Federa1 

[7 district 

97 site . 
structure 

object 

Caritribu ting Noncontributing 

1 buhd~n~s 

sites 

structures 

objects 

1 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(En* "htA" ~f prapmty IS no1 part of a mulr~ple property listing.\ in the Yational Register 

Historic Functions 
(Fnter cattgoncs from ~nstructions) 

W,tIGION!religiaus facility 

Current Functions 
[EDter cattgones h m  insmclions) 

RELIGION!religious facility 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter categories h m  lnrtruzllnns) (Enier categories frnm rnstmcrro~) 

MID- 1 9TH CEhTURY!Ggthic Revival foundation Stone 

walls Stone 

roof Asphalt 

orher 

Yamatire Description 
{Descnb: rhe hi-mnc a d  current andinon o f  the p r o m  an one or more contlnuation shtcts ) 
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8. Statement of Sienificance 

Applicable National Register Criteriaa 
(Mark "T" la one or more bar- for the critena quaIifying the piopei?y 

far National Register 1is:rng.) 

Levels of Significance (local, state, nationd) 

k a l  

i\ Property is associated with events h a t  have made 
a significant contribution to h e  broad panems of 
our history. 

Areas of  Significance {Enter cateeoocs h ~rrsfructrons) 
Archlecture 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C P r o ~ m b o d i e s  the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period. or method of consrruction or 
r q r e s e n s  the work of a master, or possesses 
high m ~ s t i c  values, or represents a significant and 
disaingnishable entity whose components lack 
indivrdual distinction. 

D Property has ?ridded, or is likely to >~eld, 
informalion important in prehlst~ry or h i s t q .  

Criteria Considerations 
@lark 'k" in al l  the boxes hzr apply j 

Propew is: 
[XI A o r d  by a religious institubon or used for 

religious purposes. 

R. removed from its original location. 

Period of Sinnificance 
c.19130 

Significant Dates 
c. 1900 

Simificant Person (Complete if Cntmon I3 is marked) 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of ou~tanding 
importance. Cultural Affdiation (Complete lf Cntenon D is  mart&) 

D a cernerery. 

E a reconslructed building, ab,er;t, or structure. 

[7 F a commemorative propen? 
.QschitectiBuilder 

G les? than 50 ).ears of age or achieved significance 
w i h  the past SO years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
( E x ~ l a ~ n  h e  s~gntficance of the propeity on one or more continuat~on shms.) 

9. Ylajor Bibliographical Rcfercnces 

Bih ti ographg 
{Cite the books. articles, and other SDUTCCS wed in preparing rhis  form on one or more continuarlon sh-.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
prel~minarydererminat~on ofindiwdual Iisting (36 
CFR 6 73 has been requested 

Q previously h t ed  in tbe h'auonal Register 
Q Previously daamined eIigible by the National 

Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Sunre!: 
3 

[T recorded hy Hlstoric American Engineering 
Record 8 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Nlstoric Presewation Office 
Other Stare Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 

Q Uolversity 
Other 

Name of repository: 



Mat)? Greenhaup Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church 5011th Searcy County, kkansas  
Ynmc of Prtrpcny County and Stale 

10. Geographical Data 

n & 

Acreage of Proper* Less than one acre. 

UTYl References 
[Place ddrttoml L'TA-1 rrfmnccs on a continuation sheet.] 

P 15 533352 3974030 
Zone East~ng Not?hlr.e 

= - 
Zone b i n g  Northlug 

See continuation rhaet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Descnhe the boundan- of the FroprKy on a cont~nuation shed ) 

Boundary Justification 
(FrpIaln why the boundanw were selected on a canllnuation sheet.) 

name!title Cassio Elliott, edited by Ralph S. W~lcox, Nailonat Regrsrer & Survey Coordinator 

organization .kkansas Hrstoric Preservation Program dzte Apri111,2012 

street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone (50 11 324-9737 

city or town Little Rock state .% zip code 53201 

Additional Docamentation 
Submit t h =  follcwing : r zn<  w r t l ~  .he csrr.pleted i@m. 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (? .  or 15 minute wries) indicating the propesty's location 

A Sketch map for hstoric districts and propenies having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the pr ape@. 

Additional items 
[Check with the SWO or W b r  any addinonal items ) 

Property Onner 
r C 1.1 r,c:c 1h.s Ircrr. at rhe recpest cf SHPO or P O  ) 

name Marshall Church c ~ f  the hrazarene 

skeet & number 1 15 E. Nome Street telephone (8?01 448-6533 

clry or t o m  h?arshaII state AR zip code 72650 

Papenwork Reduetjon Act Statement: This infamation is being collected for appEication~ to the National Rgistcr o f  Hictoric Places ro m m a t e  prupert~es for 
I~~~ngardetermineel~gibili~ for Ilsring, to list pmpectlw, and t~amend existing 11stlng. R e q m n ~ e  to thrs requat 1s required to obtarn a bmeht in acmrdance 
w:h the Nationai FMonc Presmatron Ac5 as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 e! seq.) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for h s  form i s  wtirnated tn avaage 18.1 hours pa respnse ~ncluding rime for rcvlming msmctrm. 
gatl~mng and matnrain~ng data, and complet~ng and rewewing the i o m  Direct cornmen= regarding tb:s burdrn tsrlmle or any aspcrr oirh~c form to the Cb~ef. 
Admin~rtntive Semces Division, National Park Servize, P. 0 Box 37127, Washingtan, DC 2M13-712?; and the O?tifize of Management and Budbcr, Papenvmk 
Radu:tlons Projccis 11 024-001 81, tVash~ngron. DC 20303. 
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SURm4RY 
Located on U.S. 65 in Marshall, the -May Greenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South is one of 
the fmt structures you see when coming into Marshall from the south. It is a one-story stone strumre that is 
built in a simplified interpretation of the Gothic Revival style, which is exemplified in the tower and the 
lancet windows. The building is crowned by a gable roof covered in asphalt shingles and the gable ends are 
covered In decorative fish-scale shingles. The huilding also rests on a continuous stone foundation with 
stone water tabIe above it. 

A wa17e of building around the year 1900 also contributed the Searcy County Coufiazlse and the Old Searcy 
County Jail, which were both built out of similar stonework. Though the church was said to have been built 
mostly by church rnembe~s and volunteers, it is possible that some of the same contractors that worked on the 
Sewcy County Courthouse and Old S e a r q  County Jail also worked on the church. The church has been used 
continuously for religious purposes and continues to he utilized today. 

ELABORATION 
Located on U.S. 65 in ~ a r s h a l l ,  the Mary Greenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South a one- 
story stone structure that is built in a simplified interpretation of the Gothic Revival styIe, which is 
exemplified, in the touter and the lancet windows. The building is crowned by a gable roof covered in asphalt 
shingles and the gable ends are coverad in decorative fish-scale shngles. 

The Mary Greenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South has a very simple floor plan. The original 
structure that was built c. 1900 included one room for worship and was built of sandstone, possibly quarried 
from a local site. (The fact that the same kind of stone was also used in the construction ~f the Searcy 
County Courthouse and the Old Searcy County Jail, also suggests that it came from a local source.) As the 
congregation grew, it became necessaq to expand the church. Members today are not sure of when the first 
addition occurred to the west of the sanctuary. Care was taken with this addition to try to match the origmat 
sandstone and mortar. It is possible this addition was made to add restroom facilities to the church, as this is 
where the restrooms are located today. A second addition was constructed later to accommodate Sunday 
School rooms. 

FronuSouth Faqade 
The front of the building faces Nome Street. The fiont of the sanctuary portion of the building is dominated 
by a large lancet window with green stained-glass. The window is divided into three sections, and the 
bottom sashes are composed of eight square panes of glass. The upper sashes of the three pm are composed 
of twelve panes of glass. Three diamond-shaped panes are located above the three sections, giving the entire 
window unit a pyramidal top. 

The main portion of the urall is built out of sandstone blocks while the gable end is sided in decorative fish- 
scale shingles. A horizontal Frjeze board separates the two parts of the wall. 
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The bottom of the bell tower is also constructed out of sandstone, currently painted mint green. and has the 
church's main entrance in it, The entrance has a nine-panel wood door. Pc pentagonal stained-glass window 
is located above the door. 

The upper part of the bell tower is nlood fimd and sided in wood weatherboard siding. A rectangular 
opening, with knee braces at the top corners, is located in the upper part of the tower. A cornice comprised 
of small decorative brackets is located below the tower's pyramidal roof. 

To the left of the bell tower is the south faqade of the church" first addition, which is partially painted mini 
green, The addition is toppd by a west-facing shed roof. The south faqade of the addition has a metal door 
on the right followed by a stained-glass lancet window to the left. The window has fifteen panes in the upper 
sash and sixteen in the lower sash. 

SideEast Faqade 
The east fa~ade  faces Church Street, and is fenestrated by four evenly-spaced, double-hung, wood-hmed. 
lancet windows. The Iower sashes h a w  two panes of glass while the upper sashes have three panes of glass. 

The east side of the upper part of the bell tower is wood framed and sided in wood w-catherboard siding. A 
rectangular opening, with knee braces at the top corners, is located in, the upper part of the tower. ,4 cornice 
comprised of small decorative brackets is located below the tower's pyamidal roof. 

Rear/North Facade 
The North side of the church faces U.S. 65. The sear of the sanctuary portion of the building is dominated by 
a projection for Q e  apse with a large circular window above it. The main portion of the wall is built out of 
sandstone blocks w h l e  the gable end is sided in decorative fish-scale shingles. A horizontal frieze board 
separates the two parts of the wall. 

To the right of the sanctuary is the north fapde of the church's first addition. The addition is topped by a 
west-facing shed roof and is sheathed in weatherboard siding above the stone wall. The north fagade of the 
addition has a hoarded-up dooway on the left followed by two boarded-up lancet windows to the right. 

The upper part of the bell tower i s  wood framed and sided in wood weatherboard siding. A rectangular 
opening, with knee braces at the top corners, is located in the upper part of the tower. A cornice comprised 
of small decorative brackets is located below the tower's pyramidal roof. 
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SidefiVest Facade 
The West side is the only side which is not bordered by a street. 'This is the side which has had both 
additions. The second addition, which had the Sunday School rooms, was recently removed and the west 
facade is now comprised of the building's first addition. At the north end of the addition, is a single, wood- 
framed, double-hung, four-over-three windotv. To the south of the window is a wide doonvay with two six- 
pane? doors in it followed by a pair of window openings and a single window opening all fenestrated with 
four-over-three windows. 

The bottom of the bell tower is also constructd out of sandstone, currently painted mint green, and has a 
single lancet window with p e n  stained-?lass. The bottom sash has eight panes of glass while the upper 
sash has eight panes of glass as tvelt. 

The upper past of the bell to.rtrer is wood framed and sided in wood weatherboard siding. A rectangular 
opening with hee braces at the top comers, is located in the upper part of the to.rvler. A cornice comprised 
of small decorative brackets is located below the tower's pyramidal roof. 

Interior 
The original portion of the church contains the sanctuary. The ceiIing in the Sanctuary is the original exposed 
wood Part of the sanctuay has wood floors and part of it is carpeted. Although the church now has heat and 
air-conditioning, evidence still exists of the old pot belly stove that perhaps sat ia the middle of the sanctuary 
to keep the members warm during the senrices. 

The building's first addition has the two restrooms along with sosome storage and a small office area. The 
second addition, which was recently removed due to a leaky roof and poor cor~truction, contained the 
Sunday School rooms, The interior has a mix of materials including wood wainscoting, painted textured 
walls and paneling. The wood floors are not original. and there i s  some low grade carpeting in the addition. 
The ceiling is original in the main part of the church and the addition has a drop ceiling for ease of utilities. 

Integrity 
Overall, the building has relativdy _good integrity. The original part of the building still reflects i t s  original 
design and displays good characteristics of a local interpretation of the Gothic Revival style, and the setting 
around the building still reflects the small-town setting that would have been present historically. The 
congregation, with recent grant funding from the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, has restored the 
south side of the building, improving the building's integrity. 
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SUMMARY 
The Mary Greenhaw Manorial Methodist Episcopal Church South is being nominated to the National 
Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criterion C as an excellent example of the Gothic 
Revival style of architecture. Built c, 1900 the church exhibits the lancet windows and the vmically-oriented 
nature of the style. It is also being nominated under Criteria Consideration A: Religious Properties. 

HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY 
The Arkansas State Legislature carved present-day Searcy County from Marion Counv in 1535. 
Constmction on the first county courthouse did not begin until the hate 1840s at Lebanon. located on Bear 
Creek, five miles west of what is today Marshall. The structure, which ~ I S O  served as the jail, had Iog tvalls, 
a log floor, and even a log judge" bench. 

In 1856 county officials decided to move the government to a more centrally-located site. They chose an 
area five miles east of Lebanon, platted it. and named it BurrowsviIle in honor of Iocal citizen N.B. Bwomr. 
Five y m  later, the new courthouse jail played an important role in a notable C i d  War incident. Hearing of 
a significant population of northern sympathizers in Searcy County, the Confederate government in Little 
Rock ordered Colonel Sam Leslie to arrest anyone in the couoty loyal to the Union. Colonel Leslie placed 
seventy-eight suspects in fithe jail on charges of treason, later giving them a choice between volunteering in 
the Confederate m y  or standing trial for their aime. Most joined the army. As the Civil War came to an 
end, Union troops occupied the Searcy County courthouse and burned it to the ground in January 1 864. They 
abandoned Burrowsville the follo.rving month. 

The town was renamed Marshall in 1868, and was incorporated on January 23, 1884. According to an 
affidavit on file in the Circuit Clerk's office, the county courthouse burned at least twice during h s  postwar 
period. once in 1878, and again in 1 886. h 1 899 the county constructed a new courthouse of locally--quarried 
stone; this courthouse is still in use today. 

The Methodist congregation in Marshall was established c. I 87 1 , and apparently their first building was in the 
vicinity of ColIege Street. However, by the turn of the twentieth century, the congregation decided to build a 
second building at the corner of Nome and Church streets. The congregation decided to use locally-quarried 
sandstone for the building, similar to what had been used for the newly completed-courthouse and also for 
the jail. It is believed that the building was largely constructed by members of the congregation, including 
members of the Bratton, Greenhaw, Hollabaugh. WiIcox, Leslie, Daniel, Srnyh, Stem, Yaggi, and Horton 
families, although it is also possible that some of the contractors that helped build the courthouse and jail 
were also involved. 

The congregation chose a simplified version of the Gothic Revival style for their new building, a style that 
was popular throughout Arkansas for churches in the late nineteenth and early hventieth centuries. In the 
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United States. the Gothic Re15val style gained tremendous popularity in the nineteenth century as a reaction 
to the Greek Revival style. Rather than the "Self-contained, horizontal, monumental, static mass of [a] 
Greek temple-church" that characterized the Greek Retival, the Gothic Revival was "irregular. vertical, 
picturesque, and lively' (Rifkind, p. 1371, 

The use of the Gothic Revival style in the United States was led by the architects Richard Upjohn and Jmes 
Renmlck, and also backed by Episcopalian doctrine. In fact, Upjohn is credited with the design of 
approximately 1 50 churches from Maine to Alabama and CVisconsin, and his 1852 book Rural ..Zrchileaure 
further popularized the style (Ri£kind, p. 1 37). 

The Mary Greenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South is a p a t  example of the Gothic Revival 
style, The style favor4 a picturesque treatment of materials, including board-and-batten siding or masonry, 
as seen here. It is believed that Jim Eatherly was the church's stonemason. (Other masons, Tom Treadwell 
and TJ Thomas were known to have also worked on the courthouse, and may have helped as well.) Mr. 
Eatherly also built several residences around Marshall at the time, and he was a Civil 'CVx veteran as well. 
The church also illustrates the typical Gothic Revival church plan where a complex, irregular plan results 
h m  the addition of projections, including towers and apse as seen here, to a rectangular plan. The Mary 
Greenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South fiuther illustrates the Gothic Reki-ival style with a 
picturesque elevation with variety, irregularity, and contrasts. The bell tower is characteristic of the style and 
the Mary Greenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South shows variety, irregularit5 and contrast 
through its varied wall matends @find,  pp. 137-138). 

The building was named after Mary Greenhaw, the member af a prominent Marshall family. Although it is 
unknown why Greenhaw was memorialized in the name of the church, it is likely that the family contributed 
to the construction of the building. With respect to the Greedlaw family! A Reminiscenr Historyr ofrhe Oznrk 
Region states: 

The Greenhaws are of French descent, and some of the early members of the 
family took part in the Revolutionary War and the War c ~ f  1 S 1 2. Capt, G. B. 
Greenhaw was but thirteen years of age when he first saw Searcy County. and 
after obtaining such education as could be had in the public schools of that day 
he, in 1860, started out to do for himself. He was married in October of that 
year to Miss Mary Ethdge, a daughter of William Ethridge. h 1 862 Mr. 
Greenhaw took up m s  in defense of the Confederate cause, for which he 
fought gallantly and well until the war closed. He was on the Pri~e raid and 
commanded a company in that memorable campaign. Prior to this, however, he 
was located with his command on Calf Creek and was a participant in a number 
of pitched battles. In IS63 he took up his residence in Marshall. opened a welI- 
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appointed mercantile establishment and conducted the same for about twenty 
years, during which time he also successhlly carried on farming. He has ever 
been a Democrat sympathizer and is a member of the Masonic order, in which 
he has held the ofice of trustee, and his wife is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, and they are highly respected citizens (pp. 162- 163). 

The growth of the congregation throughout the twentieth centusy and the need for additional space 
necessitated the constsuction of two additions on the building. The building's first addition, which was 
constructed in the 1930s, has the two restrooms along cvith some storage and a small office area. The second 
addition, whch was recentIy removed due to a leaky roof and poor construction, contained the Sunday 
School rooms, and was added on much later. 

The Methodist congregation remained in the building unrf! 1984 when the building was sold to the Marshall 
Church of the Nazarene. The Nztzarene Church continues to meet in the budding on a regular basis, and in 
recent yeam has done some restoration work an the building. The modern second addition was removed by 
the congregation and with p t  money from the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, they also restored 
the urindours and doors on Ehe south side of the building. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROPERN 
The Mary Greenhaw Memorid Methodist Episcopal Church South building is important to the architectural 
legacy of Searcy County as a good example of the Gothic Revival style. Even though Searcy County was 
relatively isolated at the beginning of the twentieth century, the design of the church illustrates how elements 
of high-style design fiItered dorm even to the smallest communities. The Gothic Revival style was probably 
the most popular style for churches in the nineteenth and early men-tieth centuries, and the Mary Greenhatv 
Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South building further illustrates the popularity of the design. 

The design of the Mary Greenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South building illustrates the 
"irregular, vertical, picturesque, and lively-" qualities of the style. The style favored a picturesque treatment 
of materials, including the mixture of masonry and decorative fish-scale shingles that are seen here. The bell 
tower aIso gives the building a vertical thrust, as do the building's lancet windows. The church aIso 
illustrates the typical G o h c  Reviva1 church plan where a complex, irregular plan results from the addition of 
projections to a rectangular plan. 

Due to the fact that it is a good example of a simplified version ofthe Gothic Revival style, the Mary 
Greenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South is being nominated to the Kational Register of 
Historic Places with local significance under Criterion C. Built c.1900 the church exhibits the lancet 
windows and the vertically-oriented nature of the style. It is also being nominated under Criteria 
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Consideration A: Religious Properties. 
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VERBAL ROmDARY DESCRIPTION 

Warranty Deed 156-223 Searcy County Circuit Clerk's Office 

Commencing at a point 29 rods and 19 links North of the Southeast corner of Section 25, 
T o ~ n s h p  15 North, Rmge 16 West; thence North 65 !A degrees West 7 rods; thence North 67 degrees West 
27 rods and 1 Pink; thence North 17 ?4 degees East 36 rods and 12 links; thence 1''est 36 rods and 12 Iinks to 
the point of begwing  thence SoutE~ 4.05 chains; thence East .X chain; thence North 4,05 chains; thence 
West .8 chain to the place of be@nning, being a part of the SEli4 of the SEI :4 of Section 25, Township 15 
North, Range 1 6 West, containing 3'1 0 acres and 24:' 1 00 of a chain LESS AND EXCEPT all that portion of 
the above described tract lying North of U.S. Highway No. 65 and LESS AND EXCEPT all highway right- 
of-way. 

This encompasses all of the land historically associated with the Mary Gsemhaw Memorial Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. 



Mary Grcenhaw Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church, South 
Marshall, Searcy County, Arkansas 
















