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1 Name 

hlstorle Mount P I  easant Hethodl st Church 

mnd or common Mount P I  easant United Methodist Church 

2, Location 
street & n u m b  Mi ghway #248 N.,iA not for wbtbtton 

cityt town Ma1 dron rielntty of 

s w  Arkansas 05 county S c o t t  coda 125 

3. Classification 
Catmgory Ownership St8tu8 Pres.int U u  

distrlcl - public A- occupied - agrIcuHum - museum 
X buildlng(r) private - unoccuphed - commerclsl - p r k  
- structure b o t h  - work in progress - educational - private rmldmes - 
- site Publlc Acqulsltlon Actstmibl. - entertainmanl rellglous 
- o b w  - In process + yes: restfietad - government - seFtntHlc 

- being considered - yes: unrestflct& - lndustrlsr - tmnspmatlon 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

MTW Mount Pleasant Methodist Church Consresation 

s t w t  l n u m b  C/O M r q  . Raymond Lawson, RR 3,  Box 255 

ttty. town Wal dron - vklnlty of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthours, registry oi deeds, arc- SCO tt County Courthouse 

c h . t m  Naldr0n state Arkansas 

6. Remresentation in Existing Surveys 

tit Is td/A has thh pmprty basn dttermisd 61gW07 ye3 - no 



I .  Description 

CondSth Chsck ons C W L  OM 

- excslbni - dadorated - unaltered original slts 
- h w d  - ruins altered - flboved date - lair - u n u l r p a ~  

Ckmcrlba th. pn-t a d  o r i o i m r l  lit kowm) physical rppmntmnem 

Sited i n  the Ouachi t a  Mountains of eastern Arkansas, the Mount Pleasant Methodist Church 
i s  located wi th in  the floodplain of the Poteau River i n  an area o f  gently roll ing hi l l s  
adjacent t o  Prairie Creek. The Mount Pleasant cornunity M ~ t h o d i s t  congregation built 
this simple,  unadorned, one story church i n  1891. It has a gable roof and i s  covewd 
w i t h  hori zantal weatherboards that  are broken by smtr'i caT.ly placed wi ndow and door 
openings.  T h i s  building i s  distinguished by a projec t ing  exterior narthax t h a t  has a 
square bell tower piercing i t s  gable r o o f .  This design i s  not comon to  the rural 
nineteenth century church architecture found i n  t h i s  area. 

ELABORATION 

The Mount Pleasant Methodist Church i s  a simple, one story, rectangular frame s t r u c t u r e  
that s i t s  an a continuous foundation of cu t  f i e l d  stone. I t  i s  covered w i t h  1" X 6" 
weatherboard siding attached w i t h  square n a i l s  and has a skir tboard w i t h  drip molding 
t h a t  enci rcl es the bui 1 di ng above the stone foundation, A f a i  rly steep gab1 e roof 
covered wSth asphal t  shingles i s  pierced by a bell tower on the front (north) elevation. 
Each gable has an undecorated f r i e z e  under a simple cornice. Cornerboards decorate 
each comer o f  the building. 

The front (north) elevation features a central, front, single bay narthax that 
projects from the front facade. I t  has a central double door entrance ni t h  a s i n g l e ,  
double paned transom trimed w i t h  plain ml ding. This p r o j e c t i o n  i s  covered w i t h  a gable 
roof and i s  decorated w i t h  simple M e r e ,  cornf ce, and cornerboards. A square be1 1 tower 
projects f r o m  the  narthaz, pierces the ridge line of the  fmnt gable and is capped w i t h  
a pyramid roof t ha t  i s  accented by a simple f i n i a l .  Elongated frame vents are located 
below the cornice on three sides. This bell tower contains the original cast i r o n  be17 
t h a t  was f irst  used by the Mount Pleasant Methodist congregation i n  1891. A s ingle  
s i  x-over-one double-hung window i s  symetrical l y  located on both sides o f  the  narthax. 
A series o f  f i v e  symetrically placed six-over-one double-hung windows are located on 
both the east and west  elevations, They are trimed with simple molding and are covered 
w i t h  aluminum screens. 

A f u l l  rear shed addition was constructed on the south elevat ion i n  1964. As a result, 
the original rear windows were fi 1 led i n  and a new door opening was added t o  obta in  
access to these new classrooms. This a d d i t i o n  has a low pitched shed roo f ,  two-over-two 
double-hung a1 uminm windows, single door entrances on both the east and west sides, novelty 
s id ing ,  and cast concrete pier foundations. This a d d i t i o n  does not distract from the 
very simp1 ist ic  de ta i  1s o f  t he  main structure. 

Although the original church pews have been replaced, the interior o f  the building retains 
much o f  i t s  original in tegr i ty .  A d is t inc t ive  g a r n b ~ l  ceiling i s  noted i n  both the 
narthax and t he  sanctuary. These ce i l ings,  plus the interior wall  s are covered w i t h  
f lush  pine boards that  have been painted white. 






































