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hislcric 

- w e  
Calderara House and:ar common 

2% Location 

street & number 4 
city, town Fort S m i  t h  - vicinity of conaressional district T h i r d  

state A-rkansas code 05 countv- Sebas t ian  

- . 

Category Ownership Status Present U s e  
dlsZrFd 

7- YbliC 
occupied - agriculture - museum 

building@) private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
,- structure - both w o r k  in progress - educational -x- private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - _X yes: restricted g o v e r n m e n t  - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Er. and Mrs. Thomas Calderzra 

street a number 21 4 North  Fourteenth Stree t  

city. town Fnrt: cnifh - - vicinity of Stale Arkansas 32931 

5. Location of Legal Descsiptiow 

courthouse. registry of deeds, etc. Sebas t i  a n  County C ~ u r t h o u s e  

street & number Rogers Avenue and S i x t h  Street 

city, town Fort Smith ,tat, Arkansas 72901 

6. RcpresemEat'eow in Existing Saaeveys 

'itle has this property been determined elegible? y e s  - no 

C1 r 

date - federal - state - county - local 

depositoq for survey records 



7. Description 1 

,' Condition Check one Check one 
4 excellent - deteriorated X unaltered A original site 
- good - ruins - allered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

The ferguson-Cal derara l louse is an i rregul ar ly  massed strwc ture t h a t  i s  
two-and-one-half storys i n  he igh t .  The massing acd d e t a i l i n ?  cf the  house are 
asynmetrical. The roof i s  a combination o f  gables and h i p s .  Gable ends are 
l o ca ted  on the  eas t ,  south, and n o r t h  elevaticns. Twc t a l l  c h i ~ ? ~ - v s  r i se  above 
the  roof and each chinney i s  reinforced by an elaborate wrought-iron brace. A 
f u l l  basement is loca ted  beneath t h e  house. Three perches are at tached t o  the  
structure. A one-story porch spans  a1 1 o f  t h e  east ( f ron t )  elevation and h a l f  
of t h e  s o t h  elevation. ,Columns, linked by a ba lus t r ade ,  support t h e  porch. 
kn encl o s ~ d  sl'eepi ng porch i s  s i tua ted  on the southern ha1 f of the second 
s tory  on the  b u i l d i n g ' s  e a s t  elevation. A one-story porch enclosed w i t h  l a t -  
tice-work i s  found on t he  west o r  rear  e l e v a t i o n  sf t h e  house. 

\d<od and stone were t'he primary material s used i n  t h e  con;t'r&tio:;' o f  
t h e  Ferguson-Calderrara Hohse. >/eathei-kioar-5 sheaths t h e  exterior.  The edges 
o f  t h e  exterior walls are def ined by corner  boards .  The gab l e  ends aFe 'shing- 
l e d .  A r u s t i c a t e d  stone f o u n d a t i o n  supports  t h e  house. 

A variety of windoy types are incorporated i n to  t h e  design of t h e  house. 
Nos t w i  n d w s  are rectangular one-over-one doub 1 P- hung. These windows vary 
in s i r e  and are asymetrical ly arranged. Other w i  ndon types include a Pal - 
Jadian w i ~ d o w  -n t he  gable  end of t h e  east elevation o f  the  structure and an 
oculus on the  f i r s t  story of t h e  south elevation. The most elaborate windows 
are t h o s e  of the second s tory  sleeping porch. The four windows o f  the  sleep- 
i n g  porch form an arcadz. Each winbob) Ss a fbve-centered eli~tical arch.  
A keystone punctuates each arch. 

The entrance ta  the Ferguron-Calderara House is re1 atively simple. I t  
i s  a sing1 e door embe1 1 "shed w i  t h  a7 oval glazed-panel . The door i s  f l  znked 
by s i d e l i g h t s  and i s  surmounted by a t r a n s o ~ .  The zrckttrave i s  t r ~ b e a t ~ d .  

Most  detailing utilized i n  the  design c f  t he  house fs c:ass!cal. The 
one - s to ry f ron tpo rchposses sesa fu71  e n t ~ b l a t u r e s u s t a i n e d  byunfluted . 

. columns w i t h  I on i c  capi ta ls .  Ionic p i l a s t e r s  sepa ra te  the windows o f  t he  
second story sleeping porch. The'house fea tures  a box cornice t h a t  i s  den- 
t i  1e. Carved garlands f i l l  t h e  ex t r ados  above the arches on the sleeping 
porch. 

The bal ustrade of the  one-story f r o n t  porch features a d i  s t i n c t i v e  
handrail. The porch columns d i v i d e  t h e  balus t rade  i n t o  sevep sect ions.  
T h e  h a n d r a i l  i n  each s e c t i o n  af t h e  balustrade curves 4n a U-shape. 

The inter ior  of t h e  house conta ins eleven rooms, f i v e  on t h e  f i r s t  f loor  - 
and s i x  on the second. The interior i s  elaborately detailed. I W O  r o o x ,  
t he  foyer and t h e  f ron t  par lor ,  are located on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The foyer 
i s  dominated by a 1 arge brick f i rep lace.  TLe f i r ep lace  features a corbel - 
led b r e a s t  and ornated mante l .  The mantel l ine  i s  a r t i cu la ted  w i t h  cu r v i -  
l inear terra c o t t a  relief work. The foyer walls  are covered wi th  l i n e n  t h a t  
has been hand stenci led w i t h  flowers. The main stai rcase i s  located i n  t h e  
foyer. t h e  stai rcase foilous a dog-leg plan. The tu rned  balusters and 
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carved newel  post are  d i s t i n c t i v e  components o f  the staircase.  A s t a i n -  
ed glass window overlooks t h e  landing. 

I 

The walls are the outs tand ing  element o f  t he  f r o n t  parlor. They 
a r e  divided i n t o  pznels by bamboo-shaped s t r i p s .  The wall covering 
i s  linen canvas t h a t  has b&n handpainted w i t h  o i  1 s. The design i s  a 
conposi t i e n  portrayTng books and roses. 

L 

Crossed oak be&, are  a p a r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  floor ceilings. T h e  
beans possess a beaded trim. The or ig ina l  wood work found i n  a r c h i -  
t raves ,  baseboards, and other trirnvork survives t h r o u g h o u t  t he  house. 

cl & 
T$ exterior of the ~er&son-~aldPr$ra house retains i t s  t o t a l  i n -  

tegri ty of appearance. The only s i ~ n i  f i c zn t  a1 tera t ions  t o  t he  interior 
are those t h a t  accomodate modern plun5ing, electrical a n d  k i t c h e n  con- 
veniences. 



Period 
- prehistoric 

. - 1JOP1499 
150b1599 

- 16DS1699 
- 1700-1799 
- 18D&1899 

1900- 

I 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify belaw 
- archeollogy-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law science 

agriculture - econorn!cs - literature - sculpture 
1 architecture - education - military - social! 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
2.- commerce - exploration~settlement - philosophy - theater 
- cornrnunieatio~s - industry - politicsl government - transportation 

- invention . * -  1 ,. -,. . m - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1904 Buitder!Architect 
. , r "  ... -. -,ST I .  I 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Ferguson-Calderara House i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  both architecturally 
and historically. Classical detailing, irregular propartions and a wide 
var ie ty  of co~struction m z t e r  i a?  s combine t o  make the structure an ex- 
cellent exampl e ' o f  Neo~Colofiizl Revival architecture. B a t h  the  exteri  - 
or and intorlor of the house are 1 i ttl e a1 tered and are we1 1 -preserved. 
The hiitorica1~'significance of t h e  hcme rests l a q c l y  i n  th2  buildings' 

, - 
assoc ia t i on  1q-i t h  Pine B lu f f ' s  c b ~ i r c i  a1 h i  story. The lumber i n d u s t r y  
and t h e  el osely re1 a t ed  f u r n i t u r e  i ndus t ry  have '1 $ng been t w o  bulwarks 
of t he  Pine b l u f f  economy. A. 1. Ferpuson ,  for  whom the house was b u i l t ,  
was a pioneer and central figure i n  the Fort Smith luqber industry. 
Ferguson owned .and operzted the  Ferguson Lurrrber Company, lone of t h e  
largest  lumber  companies in the c i t y .  
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Cal derara,  Thonas. Interview, April 1978 
Yadon, Ju l i a .  Reflections of For t  Sni t h .  F o r t  Srnj t h ,  Arkansas: Fo r t  Smith 

Historical Press,  1976 
Zanders . B e t t v .  S o u t h ~ r e s t  Times Record. J u l v  23. 1972. 

Acreage of nominated property t h a n  on@ acre. 
Quadrangle name Ft. Smith, A r k .  / O k l  a.  

UMT References 
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Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scab2 2S Y~~~ 

r 1 
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Lots I 1  and 12, block 16,"Fitzgerald Add i t i on .  

List  all states and counties lor prepeflies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code 

.. - 

code 

namejtitle I # l i k e S h i n n ,  His tor ian .  Historical: Research: Ju l i a  Yadon and B e r n i c e C o l e  

orqaniratl~n Arkansas F i  storic Preservation Program date June 1 1 , 'F 979 

street & number Sui t e  500, Con t i  nenta't Btri 'l d i tlg 
" 

telephone (501 ) 371 -2763 

ciflfOrtQwn L i t t l e  Rock state Arkansas 72201 

3 2, 39a-a= HisdZoslic Preszrva8im Offic2a. Cer-Ii*?ica2fon 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state 'A local 

As the deslgnated State Historic Preserva:ion Officer lor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 3% 
6651, I hereby nominate zh~s property for inclusion in the National Register and ceeify that i t  has been evaluated 
according to the crlteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservatlon Officer siqnature 

:itle S t a t e  Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  Of f i ce r  date June 12 , 1379 
For SICRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date ? 1 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date ! 

Chief of Registration 8 




