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I. Name 

histork A t k i n s a n - T ~ ? Z I i a m  Warehouse 

. andlor common Atkhson-Williams Tifarehouse - . 

. 2. Location 
street L number 320 Rogers Av;enw ' - not for publieatlon 

1- 

cfty. town Fort sT~eth v i c i n i t y  of congressional district T h i r d . "  

state k b a s  code 05 County Sebastian 131 

3. Classification = 

Category Ownership Status - Present Use 
d i s t r i c t  - public occupied - agriculture - x museum 

building(s) private - unoccupied - - commercial - park 
-structure - both w o r k  in progress ' - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - In process 2 yes: restricted . g o v e r n m e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  

- being considered - yes: unrestricted i n d u s t r i a l  - transportation 
- no m i l i t a r y  - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Old C a d s s ~  lbseurn Assocktian, k c ;  

street % number 111 Rogers Aves~re ' 

city, town Fort Stnith - vicinity of state P;rkans= 72901 

5. Location of Legal Description - 

Clerk's OffTce courthouse, registry of deeds, eke. 

streel & number Sebastian Cua~ty C o u r t h e  

--Fort Smith city. town state Arkansas 72901 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

iitfe has thls property been determined elegible? - yes - no 

date - federal - state - county - local 

depositary for survey records 

city, town state 



ConditSon Cheek one Check one 
- excellent - deterlorated - unaltered X original site 
2 good - ruins 2 altered m o v e d  date - lair - unexposed (sr_ighvl 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The A t b o n - W i l l h n s  Warehm e represents a cmmercial-Jndustrial design 
of architecture .that attenpts to soften the cold and sterile image m y  
industrial s.tructures project. The warehouse exte.150~ is an exaqle of 
classically-derived c m c i a l  structures camon in the Last years of the 
nineteenth century and the first decade of the twmtieth cmtury dlidb, in- 
carpofated this historical design vocabulary i n t o  a bulky, y e t  functional ,  
package. Elements of the Atkinson-Will iams warehmse that c h a r a c t e e  this 
style include a strong base, synnetrical elevations w i t h  will-lighted walls, 
hick revemts in the attic Cacade and a capping elcent, .in. th is  case 
the dentiled and bracketed cornice which terninates the north and east 
walls. - - 

. -. .- . 
. .  I . 

T ~ E  &ding's prim;iy, facade facei.the rnth-2 if b l e , _  
A secondary, f a d e  faces"&t, onto a side seget. The elevatims are faced" 
h brick rlrith limited stme trim for the. t M o w  sills. S e i n g  caurses on the 
north and east elwations mark the four floors of the edifice. Both the north 
and east facades are divided into seven bays. The enwartce, on the mrth  
elevation, consists of t m  engaged colms and a set of dorible doors accented 
by beveled sidelights and kansorn. . The mut b, elevation ~ m s  the receiving a d  
shipping area. It consists of six large freight doors adjacentl to railroad 
spurs. The convmimce of the positioning mde the warehouse the mst dm 
facility. in the Fort- Smith wholesale district,. . . .  _ . -- - - .  

. . .  
T k  int* of the s t r u c p a , p r N ~ e s  h a d  -expanses of .upen flmr meas 
desiened d t h  a"ni& live-load camcizv that ' wll s a t s  the' f i c t i ona l  ' re- 
quir&nts ~ f ~ - ~ e - . d e ~ i g n , .  %e.fioor a d  roof framing ,+ constructed 
of heavy mod supported " .  %-steel c o P ~ ~ m , , t h e , , £ i r s t  pmc-and by,l&ge wood 
calm on, ,r- floors',' we'misual f&We of . . building, is the 
f k s t  flm display area's pressed tin ceiling. . . . . , . . , 

The interior and exterior of the w m e . I e  have undergone a. few mor alter- 
ations. The +ai l ing which once outlined office space was $& in 1948 and 
replaced with oak panelimg ~ M c h  created enclosed offices. On the a t e r i o r ,  
the east elevation's w i d m a  wxe replaced in 1930 after the original panes 
were destroyed in a storm. 

The edifice is stfll in i ts  original codition and is structurally stable. 



Period Areas of Signifiesnc-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - drcheology-prehistoric - community plarining - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- 1400-1 499 - archeology-historic - conservati~n - law - science 
- 1500-1 599 - agriculture - economics -' literature - sculpture 
- 160+1699 - architecture - education - military - sociall 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- 180S1899 1L commerce - cxp!antionisetttement - philosophy - theater 
-X 190& 1906 - communications - industry - palitics:govemment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1906 BuilderrArehFtect ~ f l h  T. Reddick 
- - - <  - 

Statement of Significance (in one-pakgraph) . 

The 16'06 A t k i n s o n - W i l l i a m  Hardware hnparry w&ehowse is one of the f& 
rm-ifig earlywrehmses in Fort Smith. The edi£ice represents a period 
of pmsperiry d grm3-1 for the c l t y  and its major wholesale sqliers. The 
warehouse is significantff'~s~ockted wtth Colonel Benjamin Atkinson and with 
I;$* kcher Will+, established hardware businesm in 15% Fort 3 d t h  area. 
The Atk inson-Wil l iam Har$wa71-e Campany becam an imporcant p m  of the evol- 
ving warehouse. d i s t r i c t  ,in Fort Smith during the late nineteenth centmy and 
k i n g .  tk.fizst decades of the twesl15eth century. The ~mehuuse'.is-~e of 
three sumiving warehouses in the Pagers Averare district, the o t h e f - m  being 
m s t r u c t e d  at a later date. It 3.s only slightly altered and presents a 
style of construction that appexred, at the turn of the centcay, mmg cm- 
mercial buil-s in Fort Mth. '  'ke A ~ ~ - T ~ K l l ~  Warehouse is repre- 
sentative of the increasing ecmunic growth t'mt occurred d u r h g  t h i s  time 
p e r i d .  'Ibis prosperip was exemplified by an increase in the output of 
gods  and an increase in ppulc~ion, P a r t  of the bm m s  contributed by 
L Ie  city's d e v e l c p m t  as a rzilmacl center and ~e o p a  and settlement 
of Ol:lahma, Fort Xth being located on the P f k a n s a s - Q ! b a  b r d e r  . Fort 
SmLth constituted a ddisbrihtim center fm parts of the newly opened OWa- 
ham T m i f o t y  ( m d  later state) , -noem Texas, - Indim T a X i t ~ r Y ,  and 
western Arkansas. This role as a distuilmtion center was r e f l e c td  fi the 
growth of B :m.reE.mse dls-tuict as ~d~olesale suppliers gre~ in relation to 
the needs of the resion. . A t k i n s o n  and Will-, as a r d t  of tI.is' pros- 
per iv ,  merged 'in 1900 gsnwholesale hanh-are hiseihtors.  b t h  me. in- 
volved in the retail  hardware business before 1900. Atkinson's fat&&, 
John C. A t k i n s o n ,  established a harckare stcrre at Fort Smith in 1843. Wil- 
liams, although mf: &GI& by such f d y  t radi t ion,  had been operating--- ' ' :  

retail stores at Hackett and Van Emen,  Arkansas. The A t s k i n s o n - W i l l i a m  
Ccwpany was the exclusive distrilmtm for J o h  Deere, Oliver Chill and 
Sndebaker: agricultural e g u i m t ,  as well as their mm specialq brand 
of agricultural hplaents, AT-kXlL. 



9. Major Bibliogralphical References . . 

PRMARY SOL'RCES 

Abstract of Title (Abstract No. 19398, February 8, 1932, 8 a .m. ) . W e  for 
F 7 i l l k  Hardware Carpany. (Please See Continuation Sheet) 

10. Geographicall Data 
Acreage of nominated property Less th3.n awe 
Quadrsngk n a m e + E z t  Srnii-h, Arkansas - Okla, 
UMT References 

* 1 & 3 1  1 1 7 1 q 2 , 4 3  1-q 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24.000 

-Zone Eastlng Norf hing 

Verbal boundary description end justlrtcatlon * / 

Fort Smi.tZ.1, District. Sebas- b m t y  Deed Records #220, 
b t  Seven (7) and b t  Eight (8), Block Five b n d r d  and Wive (5121, 

+-A t-kn ~Y-US 
1 

List  all states and counties lor properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

stste . code county code 

state code . county code 

I 1 Form Prepared By - - 

narneltitle k l e n e  Akers, Director, Old C d s s a r y  M~setrm / Don B m ,  Historian 
- . - .  

omanizatfon Arkansas Historic Presewat ion P r o g ~ m  September 25, 1979 

street number Suite 500, Continental ~ l d i n g  telezrhone 
(501) 371-2463 

cltv or town little F& - state 
Arhmas 72201 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
me evaluated significance of this property wfthin the state Is: 

- national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offlcer for the National Hlstorlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate thEs property lor inclusion In the Natlonal Regfster and cerlify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservalion and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Offleer signature 

title State Historic besemtim .Officer date S e p t d w  25, 1979 
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CONTl NU ATION S H E E T  ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 1 

PRIMARY SOURCES [continued) 

Arkansas City Directory - L i t t l e  Rock, H o t  Spr ings, Pine B l u f f ,  
Eureka Springs , and ~ o r t  Smi t h  - 1881, p. 493 

For t  Smi th  City Directories:  1894-1895, 1898, 1900, 1904, 1907, 1912-1913. -- 
Atki nson, J . C., Ledger o f ,  1837- 1854 

M r .  Ray Cotton, Owner, Hi 11 i a m s  ~ u t o n i o t i v e  and Industrial Supply Company; 
In te rv iew regarding h is to ry  o f  Atkinson and W i l l i a m s  f a m i l i e s  and t h e i r  
businesses; January 10, 1979. 

M r .  Ray Cotton, Owner, W i  1 liams Automoti ve and Industrial Supply Company; 
Interview regarding history o f  Atkinson and Williams families and their 
businesses ; August 8, 1979. 

Sebast ian County Incorpora t ion  -- Book A ,  p. 200. Sebastian County Clerk" Of f i ce .  

SECONDdRY SOURCES - 
"H is to ry  of F o r t  Smith 1817-1967 ,'"by J .  Fred Patton; Southest -T imes Record- 

- Seq u i  centenni a1 Edi ti on, pp. 7 and 10. 

"Modernizing a 105-Year Old Business," Southern Harduare,pp. 90 and 94, April 1948. 

'Trroser i  t y  Edi t ion ,  ' ~ ~ o t h w e s t  Ameri can, Apri 1 29; 4919. 

The Province and t h e  States - Arkansas Biography, p. 412. - -- 
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