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~BNAME 

Horace Franklin Rogers &use 

 LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

2900 Bogers Avenue -NOT FOR PUBUCATION 

CITY. TOWhl CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
F o r t  Smith - VICIN~TY OF Third  

I 
STATE CODE COUNrY CODE 

Arkansas 05 Sebastian 131 I 
~ C L A S S I F I  CATION i 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
-DISTRICT -PU&UC 

Xeurmi~~rs~  &PRIVATE 

-STWUM'RE ,BOTH 

,SITE PUBLlC ACaUiSSTlOM - 
-OWEm -AN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
ZOC~PIED 
-UNOCCUPIED 

-WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-YES: RESTRICTED 

-YES. UNRESTRI[TTEO 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 

A G R I C U L N R E  -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIP.L -PARK 

,EDUCATIONAL S R I V A T E  RESlPENCE 

,ENTEATAtNMENT ,REUGEOWS 

,GOVERNMENT ,SCIENTIFIC 

,IMDVSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATI ON 

-MILITARY -OTHER. 
I 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 1 
/I NAME I Dr, and Mrs. 'Ben Cabell  

STREET& NUMBER I 
a ' o - R ~ ? ~ ~ , u . e ~  - - - _  - 

CITY, fOWM STATE 
F o r t  Smith 

I 
VICIUTTYOF Arkansas 1 

I 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY U: OEEDSETL Sebastian County Courthouse I 
STREFTL hUMBER 

Kor-th Sixth  and Rogers Avenue - 
CITY. TOWk STATE 

P o r t  Smith, kkmsas 1 

ba Y 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

-FEDERAL ATATE ,COUMTY AOEAL I 
DEPCSJTORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS -------- .- 
C'ITY, TOWN STATE 1 

1 



COM'DEXION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE I 
-DETERIORATE0 

-RUINS 

-UNM POSED 

2DRIG IHALSIE  
1 

-MOVED OAT- 

- --- 
DESCRlBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

B u i l t  in -19C4, the SIorace ~ ~ c l i n  R o g e r s  muse, consisting 
of  t - b e e  s t o r i e s  and a full basement, is constructed p f  a 
u n i q ~ e ,  beau t i f  uJ. white-glazed brick. Produced in Yr. Rogers 
ovm Crickgard, this house was the only  b u i l t  here cf this 
pzr t icu l=  'orick. 

The sQyle oT t he  house is ofkeen confused with the a t e - b e l l m  
Greek Re-rivizl  of t h e  Old  South bu t  while there a r e  simjla- 
rities, the house is a c t u a l l y  a l i b e r a l  nixtwe of several  
apglieci orders ,  . Greek, %rr.arn, Romaesque  Renaissace,  , 
p t ,  happi ly ,  ,332 blend i n t o  a g r a c i o u s  and d i p l f i e d  whole, 

f o r  *do-story c o m m s ,  Doric except f o r  Corinthia .?~ necT&ng, 
s e t  on ZCssil-filled, ~ u s t i c a t e d  hewn-stone and n a s o x y  blocks, 
f o u r  feet high, " F h e  m a i n  base extends at  30th ends and from 
t5e  two center  c o k m 2 s ,  tividiag the stglobate and steps i n t o  
th ree  sec t ions .  A continous t r i g lygh  pattern,  wi th  rosettea 
z.yp1ied a b o ~ e  each c o l - m  and at each corner, f o r n  the  frieze. 
D e n t i l s  wide ly  spaced. The giant wooden c01mns v i s u a l l y  
suppozt t h e  ent-Blature,  The w i d e  entrance with I t s  f u l l  side 
stlindov~ls m d  cilrviliness stained-glass f a - l i g h t  is f l adced  on 
each s ide  by a fourteen f o o t  p i las ter ,  

Vindow treatnsnt is v x i e d ,  French Renaissance can be f o ~ , r d  on 
the  f i rs t  and second f l o o r s  while t he  t n i r d  f l o o r  windows a r e  
a c h e d  a~il pedimented. 

?he roof  is steep-pitched with a bdastrade, clustered chimneys 
and gabled windows. A port-cochere, w i t h  colu=ims and 'oalastrade 
-9,rezk the s p e n t r j r  of t he  house on the l e f t  side. 

' 

Inside, which is v i r t u a l l y  unchanged,one finds ,wddd"cra>% of 
hmdrub'ced a d  matched golden o a k ,  including the-buxit-in s ide-  

in the dining room. Stained-glaas l and ing  windows ,  c e i ~ i n c '  
l i g h t  in the dining room a d  t he  fanlight of the entrance a l l  

a r e n i n d e ~  of Gothic staked-glass. r 
Reception hall  and stdrway a r e  understafed L,r carving and oma- 
menti Fifteen f o o t  wide w i t h  z twenty-four f c o t  w e l l ,  stzirway 

h z l l  ekeend the d e ~ t h  of the house, Massive double doors  
comect g u s i c  roon, h a l l ,  livire roo3, dining room and h a l l  
zgzir, providing space f o r  lagre enkertziments, Glass d o o r s  
m d e r  t h e  landing on each side of the center stair, l ead  t o  the 
~ o l z r i  m. 
T-e ,,-e third floo:: was a ballroorr,. k t  ? r e s e n t  t ines ,  dividers have 
been put  in to form a s e p w a t e  s u i t e  of room for 3r, Czbellvs 
n o ~ h e r ,  Zowever, t h e s e  can be eas i ly  removed in %he f u t u e  a i d  

I 
t h e  bal l roon  returned to i t s 'o rg ina l  s ta te .  

1 



AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIM BELOW 

3 COMIC ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNIPI PLANNENG ,LANOSCAPE ARCHITECrURE . .  
I a v 0 0 -  1499 4RCHEOLOGY.HISTOFI!C -CONSERVATION ,LAW 

-1500-1 599 AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

-1 600.1 699 &ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION ,MILITARY 

-1700-1 799 A R T  ,ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

- 1  000-1 899 ?-COMMERCE -U~PLORAJTOFIISE~CEMENT ,PHI~OSOPHY 

Ll900. -COMMUNICATIONS ANDUST RY ,POLITtCSIGOVEAMMENT 

AHVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1904 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
Rogers / Klingingsmith 

STATEMENT OF SIGNlFlCANCE 

?he :-forace Franklin Rogers House, b u i l t  in 1904 and an excellant 
exmple of Xeo Classic Architecture,  hzs historical s ignif iance 
i n  sever& areas, 
It occlzpies l a n d  tha t  w a s  once pzt o f  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  Governor 
l,$illian: Me~de Piskbeck and was se t  aside in the Governorps will 
to be used as a city p-l;. Eowever, i'irs. Rogers loved t h i s  l o c a t i o a  
so w e l l  and refused to be s a t i s f i e d  with any o t h e r  and so Rogers 
rrr?*l,s &lowed to pmcbese t 5e  proper ty ,  

The house has been in continous use zs a dwelling f o r  those who 
have served F o r t  Snith as leaders in Church, business,  Civic ard 
s o c i a l  affairs  f o r  seventy-four years, 

The main s i g n i f i a c e  of t h i s  h o w e  is its e o ~ n e c t i o n  w i t ?  &race 
,-arklin fiogers, a nuch-3eloved and highly respected citizen of 
For t  Sniti.1. . - 
Eorzce Fratiklin Rogers w a s  born, t h e  s e c c ~ d  c h i l d  of David Pravllslin 
Rrrgers and Sarah Rosana NcClure, in t863 in &ox County, Tern. 
The house was within.firi~g range of t h e  ba t t l e  of Cumberland Gap 
z r d  Lee, his borther, was sent i n t o  t h e  woods to hide. So ld i e r s  
decended on the  proper ty  and ripped everything t o  pieces, 
Other chi ldren born to David and S a r a h  Rogers were: Robert ,  
Al ice ,  Helen and AdeLia. In 1813,  David Srough-t h i s  fami ly  to 
For t  Smith and went into the tannery and butcher shop business, 

The children were educated in Fort Smitht s Public Schools. In 
1880, Horace B a d c l i n  Rogers becane a sumeyor  f o r  the f i i s c o  
Rai l road  between Tart Sinith and P a r i s ,  Texas. In 1883, a young 
man o f  kventy, he l e f t  t h e  railroad to work in the s i lver  mines 
of Colora.ito, He remained there f o r  s ix  yems,  returning to 
.kkmsas in 1889. Using the experience he leamed in the s i lver  
mines, young Rogers purchased r i c h  c o a l  f i e l d s  in Hlmtington 
ant s x e s s f d l y  operated c o a l  mines there. Ze &so o w e d  and 
operated a general mercant i le  s tore  t3ere. In add i ton  to h i s  
holdizgs in Eunt ington,  he was a l s o  p z r t  omer of the  P r p i r i e  i 

i 

Creek Coa l  Co . o f  Russellville., Arkmszs, I 
13 1892, he rnarxied S t e l l a  Williams. Three children were born Y 

I 
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of this union: Horace Xvm Rogers, Kin& Rogers wid 8' William 
Zogers. 

IE 1903, b r a c e  FTllan!.clin Rogers r e t u n e d  to Fort  Sn i th  where he 
w e z t  i K t o  the R e a l  Estate business. Ee a l s o  o m e d  a d  operzted i 
a zock-crushing p l an t  and a brickyard, It was in this brick- 
t=d, located near the ,bkansas River in w h a t  is now $he fac tory  

1 
z i s t r i c t ,  that t h e  s-peci al. white-glazed brick f o r  his home was 

1 

made. 
i 

Although X.li~g~gsrn. i th was em9loyed as J~chi tec - t ,  ills. znd Hrs. 
Rogers planned and b u i l t  t he  house, givi9g loving attentfon 

t 
I 

t o  each detail. d trip w a s  aade to a quarry  in Carthage, i 
I 

Xisscuri  laere the r u s t i c a t e d  hem-stone and masonry blocks 
were personal ly  selected. Using no s i ~ g l e  contractor, Rogers 
c=efgl ly chose the  bes t  of s k i l l e d  c rdksnen  Eor ezch job. I 

Ir, 792i3, 3ogers  s u f f e r e d  business reversals  aqd traded houses 
w i t h  m o t h e r  P o r t  Smith businessman, kugustus Krone, Tifie 
P ~ o n e  house, located in the 800 block on lr'orth T?velth Street 
w a s  smaller and sirn p l e r  in design. Here T r l .  and Iks, Rogers, 
their ch i ld ren  aLrea6y grown, were able  $0 enjoy a sirn'pler 
m d  easier l i f e s t y l e ,  free of the burder, of maintenance o f  
e ~ ~ e n s i v e  grounds. \Chile there is no doubt t h a t  there w a s  
sz6ness in leaving the  hone they had cherished, they were nucb 
t o o  busy to spend much t i ae  in tears o f  regret f o r  they  
continues to be ac t ive  in Church, c iv i c ,  s o c i d  and Susineas 
al'fairs, 
Vaen flogers d i e d  in 1945, at age 8 2 ,  he hajl been a Sunday School 
Tzacher fo=l fil"ty years, In 1935, the NenBs Sunday School Class 1 
GI" the  Firat Eethodist murch  was named in honor o f  t h i s  fine 
old gentler~an.  It is a name t ha t  t h e  class has re ta ined  through 

! I 

';3e yews, Fks. Rogers died in 3 961 m d  both aze buried in 
histo~ic O a k  Ceme~try ,  I 

Augustus fione, the new occupant of the Rogers House was engaged 1 
in sever& business ventures in T o r t  Smith, inc lud ing  Re& :'Estate. I 

After  h i s  demise, t h e  house passed to h i s  daughter, PITS, Ashley ! 

JoFzston. The Jolmstons l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  severa l  y ~ a r s ,  In 1974, 
t h e  hocse becme the proper ty  of Dr. a d  Pks, 3en Cabelk, ,wandson 
of Augustus TKrone. The Krone-Johnston~CabeU f a m i l i e s  m e  o ld ,  
pr~minen t  fmilies of t he  mez. I .ougb t he  years ,  "Le Xcgers ! 

I 

house hzs been a focal  point f o r  b o t h  y o w g  and older  generations 
09 ?art S n i t b  anrd many b e a u t i f u l  b a l l s  held  on the  t h i r d  f l o o r ,  I I 
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ACREAGE OF NOMIMATED PROPERTY 

W ADRaNGLE NAME 
UTM REFERENCES 

..QUAOUAHGLE SCALE 

AW u u 
ZONE EASTlNG NORTHING ZONE EASTlNG NORTH l NG 

BI u u 
c w  u lA-Ld DW I I I  1-1 

GW LW-t-d 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

n W  1UW 
Southwest Quarter, Sec.15, Totmship 8 North  32 West; Beginning at a point where the 
eas t  l i n e  of Adelaide Avenue intersects the south line of the Lit t le  Rock Rd. 277 ft. 
along E. Side of Adelaide; Then E.198,Sft. at right angles to Adelaide, then NE along 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDAA1ES 

STATE CGDE COUNTY CODE I 
I 

.TAT€ CODE COUNTY CODE l a FORM PREPARED BY 1 --- 
NAME I TITLE 

Gene ra  Victor Carey.  U.S. A r m y ,  Ret. J u l i a  Yadog/ gemice Cole 
ORCiANlZnRCN - 

DATE 

i 
i 

- Fort Smith Heritage Foundation 
A p r i l  72, 1978 't 

r 
STREET% UMB P 

3?4 horth Sixth Street  
TELEPHONE i 

'I 
J 

ClrY OR TOWN 
p o r t  ~ d t h ,  Arkansas 

STATE ii 
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