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The James Sparks House is a two-storey brick 
Vic to r i an  Rornanesque s t y l e  residence having a rus- 
t icated s t o n e  base with a round, three-storey, 
corner tower and a veranda which sweeps around t h e  
base of t h i s  t o w e r ,  The o r i g i n a l  steeple roof is 
missing from the tower and t h e  o rna t e  porch posts 
and decorative trim are also  missing.  However, the 
m a i n  entry, as well as an entrance to the balcony 
above, is flanked by t w o  small columns w i t h  compos- 
ite capitals suppor t ing  a r u s t i c a t e d  s t ~ n e  semi- 
circular  arch. An unusual three-quarter circular 
keyhole-shaped f r o n t  window contains a s i n g l e - l i g h t ,  
double-hung sash window surrounded by s t a i n e d  glass 
panels with an unusual semicircular iron f lower box 
at the base of this window. A semicircular  fan-  
shaped w i n d o w  in the or ig ina l  library is glazed 
e n t i r e l y  with sta5ned glass. O t h e r  w i n d o w s  in the 
house have r u s t i c a t e d  stone s i l l s  with segmental 
arched brick heads supported by corbelled brick 
and stone shoulders w i t h  stone keystones. The at- 
t i c  gable w i n d o w s  have semicircular arched head 
windows  w i t h  rusticated stone s i l l s  and stone key- 
stones, The  chimneys a r e  decorated w i t h  corbelled 
b r i c k  as w e l l  as corbelled brick corners an t h e  
main house plus brick corbelling topping the round 
tower just under t h e  cornice. 
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The in te r4or  is o r i g i n a l  except fo r  f loor  and 
wall coverings. Each of the four main rooms have 
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  handcarved oak fireplaces with one 
inch bevelled mirrors and Italian marble trimmed 
hearth. Two of these fireplaces have the o r i g i n a l  
brass fire shields of ornate design b u i l t  into 
t h e m .  

0 Moved !7J ( h i g i d  51- 

The four main roams s t i l l  have t h e i r  o r i g i n a l ,  
s o l i d  brass, combination gas and electric chande- 
liers, Two of these h a v e  ornate scroll des igns  
with four gas j e t s  and four  electric l i g h t  arms 
w i t h  hand-etched s a t i n  glass shades on all. A 
third chandelier which i s  in the o r i g i n a l  d in ing  
room has  a Tiffany glass shade comprised of four 
multicolored panels of antique German s t a i ned  
glass  together w i t h  four  gas j e t s .  The f o u r t h  
chandel ier  has  a large globe of vaseline opales- 
cent  glass w i t h  a swirl design, topped with solid 
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7 .  Description 

brass panels of lace design including a brass 
f l o r a l  drape which falls from t h e  center of the 
lamp around the globe i t s e l f .  

The main rooms downstairs may be opened up 
by s l i d i n g  n ine- foo t ,  oak-panel doors into the 
walls, The openings are decorated w i t h  bent 
wood and handcarved wood l a t t i c e .  A11 of t h e  
in ter ior  doors are panelled and a l l  woodwork 
h a s  an oval cut and bead design. The o r i g i n a l  
floors are an inch  and one-quarter oak, not 
tongue and groove, but surface n a i l e d .  The or- 
nate d e s i g n ,  o r i g i n a l  f r o n t  doors are of oak and 
feature handcarved panels on both the exterior and 
t h e  i n t e r i o r  of the doors, including heavy p l a t e  
g l a s s  w i n d o w s  with one and one-quarter inch bev- 
e l l e d  edging. The transom is of s t a ined  glass. 

Al t e r a t i ons  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  design inc lude* 
major modification in the k i t c h e n  area necessary 
for i t s  present adapt ive  use as a restaurant, and 
on t h e  e x t e r i o r  a composition sh ing le  roof has 
replaced t h e  o r i g i n a l  roof covering, 

The James Sparks House is one of t h e  f i n e s t  
h i s to r i ca l  rest~rations in kkansas ,  lacking only 
a res tora t ion  of t h e  tower steeple and the orna- 
mental porch posts and porch trim 
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James M. Sparks, the builder of the house, 
was the son of Mitchell Sparks, a native of 
Ireland. Mitchell  Sparks was educated at T r i n i t y  
College, Dublin, and was graduated w i t h  a degree 
in medicine, a l though  he never was to be a prac- 
tising physician, 

In 1843 Mr. Sparks came to the Uni ted  S t a t e s  
and Arkansas. In 1847 he married Hannah B e n n e t t  
of Massachusetts w h o  had come to the f r o n t i e r  to 
visit her uncle. A f t e r  their  marriage, Mitchell 
and Hannah Sparks settled in Fort Smith, t hen  a 
bustling border c i t y  and a debarkation po in t  fo r  
westward immigration. We engaged in business up 
and down t h e  Arkansas R i v e r  and was a prosperous 
merchant. He died in 1864. 

James,M. Sparks and h i s  brothers continued 
in the family t r a d i t i o n .  James became a success- 
ful druggist and a director of one of t h e  largest  
banks in F o r t  Smith.  David Sparks, a brother ,  
was a prominent wholesale merchant; and another 
brother, George, h e l d  a prominent pos i t i on  in 
local f i n a n c i a l  circles, ft is f o r  George's 
w i f e ,  Annie Sparks, that the Sparks Regional 
Medical Center is named, 

The James Sparks House is an unusually good 
5xample of a moderate sized Vic to r i an  Rornanesque 
s t y l e  residence. The combination of red  b r i ck  
and r u s t i c a t e d  s tone  as building materials is 
typical of the style, however, the d e t a i l i n g  of 
these materials p a r t i c u l a r l y  for window and door 
openings'is unusual and r a t h e r  ornate for  a house 
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no larger nor more pretent ious  than t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
house is. Extensive use of brick corbelling for 
decoration around window openings and other poin t s  
around the cornice of the tower and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  chimney caps is unusually appropriate to the 
overall design of t h e  house. 

The  fact that the in te r io r s  are almost totally 
o r i g i n a l  is important. The o r i g i n a l  natural fin- 
ished old woodwork has  never been pa in t ed .  The 
fireplace mante l s  and bevelled mirrors have not  
been mut i l a t ed  and m o s t  impor tan t ly ,  t h e  original 
sol id  brass combination gas and electric chande- 
liers have been restored and preserved. 

The James Sparks House was an outs tanding 
residence of its day. As the result of a c a r e f u l  
restoration and presenration the house is now one 
of the best  surviving examples of +h- Victoripn 
era of architecture in the C i t y  c 
Arkansas, 
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