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I ( check  one) 
0 Foir JI] Dstsr~orutsd [7 Ruins 0 Unsxpesad 

CONDlf ION 
{Check One) (Check One) 

0 Unaltered n n Original Site 

The subject p r o p e r t y  is wood balloon frame type c o n s t r u c t i o n  
with  combination brick and s t o n e  founda t ion ,  ornamental and 
bevel wood siding. The r o o f  was o r i g i n a l l y  wood shingle and 
has subsequently been recovered w i ~ h  aspha l t  C O ~ ~ O S I ~ E O R  roof 
The subjec t  prcrperty appears to be In fafr shape, s tructurd-  
ly, ~ l t h o u g h  the structure rs r n  sound c o n d l t l o n ,  ~t badly 
needs exterior refinishing, *s w e l l  aS lnt e r i o r  repa3rs and 
r e f i n i s h i n g ,  
The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  is presently in use as a single family 
residence. 

See picture at tached.  
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William Henry Harrison Clayton purchased t h e  site f o r  t h s  re- 1 
sidence f r o m  John Rogers, t h e  first known s e t t l e r  of Fort smitd 
Arkansas. The s t r u c t u r e  is l oca ted  on Lot 4 and t h e  South half 
of Lot 5 in B l o c k  "T" of t h e  Original Town of F o r t  Smith, Ark- I 

ansas. 1 

William Henry Harrison Clayton became a c i t i z e n  of Fort Smith 
in 1874. He was appointed D i s t r i c t  d t t o rney  of t h e  United 
Sta tes  f o r  t h e  Western D i s t r i c t  of  Arkansas byvpresident Grant 
in 1874. The Uestern  D i s t r i c t  of kskansas included the Indian 
Country and a l a r g e  part o f  Arkansas, The c o u r t  f o r  t h i s  Dis- 
t r i c t  was located in F o r t  Smi th .  Clayton served t w o  t e r n s  as 
prosecutor, dur ing  which he served as Judge Parker's co-worker 
f o r  14 years ,  Clayton admired the "hanging judgew. "In t h e  
admin i s t r a t ion  of the  law f c r  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r v ,  Judge Par- 
ker was a n e c e s s i t y ,  t h e  a lmighty  created him f o r  a purposew 
t h e  h i s t o r y  books quote Claytoc as saying. He was a vigorous 
prosecu to r ,  and during t h e  f o u r t e e n  years  he was in t h e  ser- 
v i c e  of the old Federal  C o u r t  he  had charge of over 10,000 
cases t r i e d  before its b a r ,  n o t  to nen t ion  the large number of 
criminals who pleaaec g u i l t y ,  making no de fense ;  and during 
that t ime  he convicted eighty men of murder, a number greater 
than that to the record o f  any c t h e r  p r o s e c u t o r  in t h e  United 
States; f o r t y  of t h e  number were executed. At one t e r m  of court 

I o u t  of eighteen murder cases ,  h e  convic ted  f i f t e e n .  
Clayton was one of the prominen t  citizens of Fort Smi th .  He 
w a s  a b r o t h e r  of Powell C l a y t o n  who served as Governor of  Ark- 
ansas, and a twin b r o t h e r  e f  John K .  Clayton who served as 
U. S. Senator  from Arkansas. 
F o r t  Smith is known as the place where law and o rde r  was re-  
stored under Judge Parker. L i t t l e  has been preserved to de- 
p i c t  the beauty and grac ious  living d u r i n g  this era. T h i s  re- 
siZence se rved  as one o f  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t s  of t h e  beauty, grac- 
i o u s  living, and way of l i f e  d u r i n g  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  pe r i od .  
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