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DESCRIBE THE FRESENT AND omsmALrur known) PHYSIC AL APPEARANCE

The historic Commercial Hotel is a two-storey
frame structure measuring 43 feet by 68% feelt. The
Clapboard structure is a simple yet excellent exam-
ple of Victorian baroque style architecture. The
main or east entrance of the building is capped with
pedimented architrave, complete with pilasters ter-
minating in simple Corinthian style capitals above
which are scrolled brackets supporting a dentilated
cornice. One window on either side of the main
entrance also has a simple dentilated pedimented
lintel. The rest of the windows in the building
are simple rectangular, single-light, double-hung
sash.

The building is crowned with a dentilated and
bracketed cornice supporting a mansard roof. The
east front boasts three dormers; the center one
‘ directly above the main entrance has three windows,
cne rectangular and two oval. This three-section
dormer boasts semicircular lintels, swags and other
decorative carved detall. The dormer windows, one,
on elther side of the center one, are ceil-de-boeuf
or "eye of the ox" type windows, being circular in
shape but ornamented with screolls and other carved
decorations. Other dormers are simpler, yet have
simple pediments and good molding treatment.

There are seven rooms downstairs plus a kitchen,
pantry and one bathroom with nine rooms upstairs.
The imposing stairway has walnut newel posts and
balustrade. The woodwork along the corridors is
handcarved, Carpets, well-worn through the years
however, are still on the floors of the rooms and
the corridors. Several of the rooms still have
rather gaudily colored wallpaper including pink
roses.

The historic Commercial Hotel was built be-~
tween 1898 and 1899 and is the tangible link
between modern Fort Smith and the old "hell on the
border™ days of the Indian Territory frontier.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1838, the Congress of the United States
established a permanent military post on land
bought from Captain John Rogers, near the site
of the older military post at Belle Point. In
the autumn of the previous year, Captain Rogers
had advertised in Arkansas newspapers and in the
newspapers of New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia,
and cther cities that he would establish a town
at Fort Smith.

The land on which the Commercial Hotel ,was
built was part of a tract of land given in a
government patent dated November 15, 1830, to
Hugh Tygart. Twec years later, Tygart sold 235
acres, including the hotel property, to Captain
Rogers.

At the time (1898-1899) that the Commercial
Hotel was built at 123 Front Street, the Cherckee
Strip had been open only nine years; and Oklahoma
was still the Indian Territory. Front Street was
the main street of that brawling and rollicking
frontier., Fort Smith was the metropolis of the
area; and to the city and to Front Street came
the railroad men, the displaced Indians, the
criminals, the dirt farmers, the cowboys, and
the women of unsavory reputation. They were not
to leave until well into the 20th century.

The old hotel was for years one of the most
important and thriving business houses in the
river section of the town. Pearl Starr, daugh-
ter of the notorious Belle, moved te¢ 215 Front,
just across the street.

That the hotel was an opulent and prosper-
ous venture is attested to by the fact that in
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8. Significance

1911 the building, its furniture and fixtures,
sold for 3%$47,000.

It was not long, however, before civili=-
zation finally tamed both the Indian Territory
and Front Street. The Indian Territory became
the State of Oklahoma in 1907; and eventually
the name of Front Street, with all its associ-
ations, became the more civilized "First Street.”
The hotel ceased coperations, its patrons gone,
and has remained vacant until the present time.

The importance of the Commercial Hotel
lies in the fact that it is perhaps unique in
Arkansas. Fort Smith was a border city and a
gateway to the west. It was the "fun city" of
the Indian Territory and the Commercial Hotel
one of the fun spots of the town. Its clientele
were not the rich nor the socially prominent,
but those outcasts and individualists whose fore-
bears had crossed the Alleghenies two centuries
before. '
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
§9-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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