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ZORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE i 

E u i l t  in 1903, the  Walton House in Benton, Arkansas, is one of t h e  most 
impressive structures in the city. The house was designed by prominent 
Little Rock architect Charles L. Thompson and contracted by John S. Mum. 

The two-story,fr'ama structure, which rests upon a brick foundation, is 
covered in narrow clapboard siding and features corner boards. .The irregular 
shaped house features a central core topped w i t h  a high-hipped smf w i t h  
five, two-story, gabled projections. Two gabled projections are located on 
t he  facade, one on each of- ' the  east, west and north elevations, With t he  
exception of the projection o n f h  north elevation, a l l  gabled projections 
on the house Eeature decorative bargeboard in the gable end, All five of 
t h e  gable ends have re tu rns .  

A denticulated cornice runs around the entire structure. Three types of 
window arrangernsxts are featured on t h e  Walton House; single,  doubie-hung 
one-over-one-light windows; paired, double-hung one-over-one-light windows; 
and triple,double-hung one-over-one-light windows w i t h  arched transoms 
of stained glass. 

The facade (south elevation) of the Walton House features the central m a s s  
of the house w i t h  twa decorative tw-story gabled projections. The gabled 
pso5ection on the west end of the facade features at the first floor level 
a set of t r iple ,  double-hung windows topped by an arched transom w i t h  
thxee sections of stained glass. The central section of the facade is 
marked also by. a. decorative end and by a single, double-hung window 
w i t h  a rectangular stained glass t r a n s o m  at the second story level. Also 
contained in . t h i s  c e n t r a l  projection is the single-entry door. The east 
end of the facade is patterned as the west end w i t h  paired double-hung 
windows at t h e  second story level and a s e t  of three windows with an arched 
stained g l a s s  transom at t h e  first floor level. A one-story portico with 
an irregular roofline extends from t h e  center of the facade and wraps  
arould the southeast corner to cover about one-fourth of t h e  east elevation. 

Located in the center of the w e s t  elevation is a three-sided, tkv-story 
gabled bay which features five,evenly-spaced, double-hung windows and in 
the  ecnt ra l  section on the first floor l eve l  a set of t h r e e  windows topped 
by an arched transom of stained glass. The rear (north elevation) is marked 
by a two-story gabled prbjection and by a two-story partially enclosed 
portico. 

z 
Interior features of the Walfon House ref lect  Charles Thompson% exceptional 
architectural a k r i l  i ties. The 1903 hardware and mantel pieces remin along 
w i t h  most of t h a ~  o r i g i n a l  flooring: Of special note is the entry door which 

i 
features an ovalr beveled,frosted glass,  I 



' ? .  74: 
' I  
:?;w !TED STATES DEPhRI'MEhT Of THE I K T t K I O K  

(-1 4 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PMCES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 

ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1 
I 

CONTI NUATION SHEET I 
Located in the foyer, a three-flight stairway, built from scrap lumber, 
features two ornamental newel posts and t h e e  turned balusters per tread. 
One unusual aspect of t h e  interior of the  1903 structure is that two closets 
were originally constructed in the time when "buil t- in" closets were rare 
in Arkansas. 

The major alteration to the Walton House was t he  removal of a two-story 
cone-roofed cupola on t he  southeast corner which was brought abbut by 
severe damage to the cupola during a storm. The only other  a l t e r a t i o n  of 
note was in 1942 when the kitchen was enlarged through encompassing the 
adjacent 'pantry. This alteration involved the  removal of a wall. There 
have been no major additions to the structure since i t s  construction. 

The Walton House stands on i t s  original site in good condit ion and represents 
to the community much of its heritage. . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dr. James Wyatt Walton House located in Benton, Arkansas, is significant 
not only for the f ineness of its architecture, but in its representation of 
the city's first doctor. The structure was designed by architect Charles 
L. Thompson of Xjttle Rock and built by John S. mum. These.two'men were 
also responsible for the design and c o n s ~ c t i o n  of the Saline County 
Courthouse in 1902 (entered in t he  National Register 11-22-76). The Waltan 
House is a two-story gabled roof structure sheathed in narrow clapboard 
siding. Decorative d e t a i l i n g  of design found OR the structure includes 
Benticulated cornices, stained glass transoms, ornamental bargeboard in 
gable ends and a large cne-story Classical portico which turns the  corner 
of t he  facade to extend onto the  east elevation. 

James Wyat t  WaLton was b r n  in Saline County, Arkansas, on January 23, 1863, 
the  son  of James and Angelena Poe Walton. James Walton had settled i n  
Turkansas i n  1860, mrking as  a carpenter for one year,  then farming. Early 
in the C i v i l  War, James Walimn joined the Confederate Army and was believed .. - - 
to have been killed near Atlanta, Georgia. Angelena-~oe-XaZtbn,-a distknt 
relative of poet Edgar Allen Poe d i e d  i n  1866, l eaving  her two small children .. + .  . 
to be raised by her parents. J. W. Walton l i v e d  witif h i s  grandparents unti3: 
the death of h i s  grandfather. In 1876 he moved w i t h  his grandmother to a 
f a n  in  rant County where he lived for seven years. . -A t t  the age 'of 20 .Waltdn 
moved to Benton and took a three-year high  school course. 

. .  - . - 

J. W .  Walton graduated from the University of Arkansas w i t h  a degree in 
medicine. In A p r i l ,  1889, he became t h e  partner of Dr. D.  N. Fisher of 
Benton and in that connection he rapidly built an excellent reputa t ion in 
the practice of medicine. Ln 1896, Dr. Walton did postgraduate work in 
survery at the  Chicago Polyclinic,  which later became t he  University o f  
Chicago. He received an honorary degree from St. Luke's Hospital in 
N i l e s ,  Michigan, and continued the study of medicine for t h e  rest of h i s  . 
l i fe .  

Dr. t ialton was ins t rumenta l  in organiziny' thk .Sa l ine  County Medical. Society 
and was t h e  first Caunty Health Officer. As Saline County Health Officer, 
Dr. Walton' stressed sanitat'ion gikh an emphasis on typhoia and malaria 'control. 

Dr. Walton was a well-respected physician who was sa id  to have been gears 
ahead of his time in the field of medicine. The Walton House Gas always 
a welcome place for those who were ill. and needy. O f t e r  Dr. WaLton  brought . . 
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Walton, W. P. Personal interview at t he  Walton House, Benton, Arkansas, 
October 19, 1976. 
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Little Rmb, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763 
February 3 ,  1977 

The J. W. Walton Estate 
If. P. Walton, Manager 
J.03 South Nark& 
Benton, Arkansas 72015 

Re:  Dr. J m e s  Wyatt Walton Rouse 
Benton, Saline County 

Dear M r ,  Waltonr 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a 
National Register nomination for  the  Dr. James Wyatt Walton House which 
will be presented to ehe Arkansas State  Review C o d t t e e  at t h e i r  Wareh 
meeting. If approved, the nomination will be submitted to the National 
~egister office in Washington for final consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a l i s t i n g  of historic sites, 
buildings, objects and dis tr icts  from all across the country that are 
worthy of preservation. 

E n t r y  in the  National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a 
private owner. It does, however, provide protection t h r m q h  comment by the  
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation from federally f inanced ,  assisted 
or licensed projects that might affect a National Register property. 

If you have any questions concerning t h e  program or your property's n m i n a k i o n ,  
please contact Sandra Taylor of our s t a f f .  

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, 
sign and return t h e  o r ig ina l  to our office. The copy is for your f i les .  
We would appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the 
nomination of this property. If we do not  hear from you within 30 days, 
your approval will be assumed.' 

Sincerely, 
n 

Barbara Wcicdard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

I approve of the above property being nominated 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Yes  No 

Comments: We trppreciate thc w o r k  that you are d o i n g  to prt.;;erve Historical 
Bufldicgsc We are late sending this in, but Gznted t o  check w i t l r  
other members oE our f 

3- LO-77 Agent 
1 

Signature 
Date o,vas,o, 0. OF ARKANS.. ...u... . cumuRAL 
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sick people from the country hbrne so that he could more adequately care 
fo r  t h e m .  Dr. Walton also allowed many youths to live j.n h i s  home to provide 
them with the opportunity to f i n i s h  high school. In addition to being 
successful in medicine, Dr. Walton was a good businessman and owned several 
farms and extensive real estate. Dr. J. W. Walton died in 1928. , 

Dr- Wafton was married to Ada Fisher and they had s i x  children. several 
years after her death he marxied Sarah Alma Poe of L i t t l e  Rock. They w e r e  
the parents of four children. 

The Walton Flouse was originally intended to have been constructed at another 
site which is now the center of downtown Benton, but: Walton was advised to 
build h i s  home where the family was then living a . few blmks away. The 
house already on the site was moved and the present structure constructed. 
Ironically, though Dr. FJalton built h s  home at a location to avert living 
in the business district ,  the city has grown to t he  extent that t h e  structure 
is cons tant ly  threatened as it is now in the midst of an+ area of prime 
commercial property. 

The Walton House is still owned by the descendants of' Dr. T.lalton,who hope 
to prevent t he  destruction of the s t ructure .  The Walton House represents 
hospitality, shelter and always available medical a t t en t i on  to many of the 
older res ident s  of Benton. As a representative structure of Charles L. 
Thom~sen's designs and as representative of one of Saline Caunty's finest 
doctors, the  Walton House is a s i p i f i c a n t  h is tor ica l  structure. 
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