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CHECK .ONE CHECK ONE 

YUN4LKFSC-3 Y O P I G ' Y A L  SITE 

1 
A L T E R E D  ,MOVED DATE-- 

I 
DES?33IBF. THE PRESZNT AlM0 GPbG?NaL ( IF KKO'NN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 

In 1652,  3~1tn I:. 5hapyach builz a ho i~rc  In t : ? ~  central Arkansas commnai:y of 
TI Denton. Thr. ';rouse r 3 s  the  f i r s t  k i c k  F,ox?. t o  DE! 5 i r i l t  i n  S a l i n e  County.  As 
01-l.ginall_y pl;nn?d by Shoppach, Lh? 'ioii;e i ~ d s  c:, 53 ~f EZC large roorrrs -onneccz.I 

C 
1 !":: s "5ree,e*~a~"  c a r  l a r g e  cen:rr,l ! r c ~ l l ,  cI...ir;~cl~.~._-:Lsci.c n f  Arkansas ar~ie-bel lus1 

m ?Ian:; €or. t h e  'nous2 I.ISC? el:;?:ed x.-.lci a r;cloderl 'keLI" consist in^ ~ l L r  ?j?ree I 

- . q - P -  ,L,.-8 :,=.! -.-as cJdeti 2;  r i g h t  snqles to L!:ij 7;ia ~ n r t i ~ n  3f  tile house, t h 2  insi;?;: I 
j 

. - T T , ~ - L ~  . k . z v i 3 ~  7 C C L V P T Z ~  porch alotzg its :~\t:.:--;.; l e n g t h .  

The S k ~ ~ y p a - l t  Pous2 5s a irne a n d  oi~e-'ng!,f si-or-ey st ructure  with a gable r o o f .  
Except f o r  three rows of corbell ing 2: the rooflime, t h e  exterior surface is 
pla in .  Extending from t h e  facade i s  a por t i co  over the entrance door w i r h  trai:sorn 
and s i d e l i g h t s .  P a i r e d ,  double-hung windows flank t h e  entry.  

Windows are double-hung sash with nine l i g h t s  in t h e  upper sach and s i x  in the 
lower. The i n s e t  windows are trimmed in w h i t e  w i t h  natural rmod at the wall 
surface. Chimneys extend from each gable end of the roo f .  Two small square 
windows, each w i t h  four lights, are a l s o  found in the g a b l e  ends.  

-. --- 
------. - . - 

frame wing. A one story open porch is set  into the " e l l l h h a p e  of t h e  house. 
The shed roof of t h e  porch is supported w i t h  plain posts and terminates w i t h  a 
reverse scalloped bargeboard. 

Except for  wainscotting, the i n t e r i o r  is r e l a t i v e l y  sircple i n  design. The maxtel 
in the d i n i n g  roam, standing to the c e i l i n g ,  is hand carved of native pine, and 
is faced with the  o r i g i n a l  hand-made br ick .  The rear entry, oppos i t e  thc main 
front door, features double  panels in the loxer portion of the  double doors and 
c lea r  round cornered lights in the upper portion. A n  unusual transom features 
a narrow band of harizonral Bights beneazh a wood panel.  The entry doors are 
flanked by clear s i d e  l i g h t s .  

The 3rd:: alteration to the ho~ise has been th? replacement of deteriorated boards ;  
o t h e r i ~ i s e  the Shoppach Hotrse r e m a i n s  as it: was at its construction in 18.52. 

I 
The Fho??:rch fanily occup ied  the house through f i ~ ?  genera t ions .  In 1959, ;he 1 
house  t.7;l.a pxrchased by t ' n l  ~ r - e s e J :  owners Eron on2 nf the l a s t  d e s c e n d e n r s  c.F ! 

-112 Sho7pach family. The f i r s r  b r i c k  h o ~ s e  constructed in Saline County ,  <he t 
I 

Shoppac;~ l ' uuse  stands as 2 hl::x-ic landmark co the  community. I 
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The Shgppach Eause on Morth Fai9 StrceL in Benton, 2s on? af the oldest str:::tcrzs 
in the cectral Arkansas comu: .~ i ty ,  B u i l t  in 1852, '-,he house was t3e  f i r s t  > r i c k  
home t o  be constructed i n  Saljne Caunty. T h e  b r i c k  house is two l a r g e  rooms 
connected by a "breezeway'hi th  a wooden "el l"  at r i g h t  angles to t h e  ~ a i n  
p o r t i o n  of t he  house. The house features corbel l ing at the r o o f l i n e  and simple 
window t r i m .  Five generations of the Shoppach family have lived in the house 
and it remains pract ical ly  unchanged since its construction. The significance 
of the Shopach House lies in its representation of local hfstory to the  sur- 
rounding community. The Shoppach family were among the  early German sett lers 
i n  Arkansas. The =crestrg of the  Shoppach family has been traced through 
th i r t een  successive generations from Hurt Shoppach, a weaver from Alsfeld, 
Germany, who was born Sn 1535. The Shoppach's were noted f o r  t h e i r  sturdy 
i n t e g r i t y  and business sagacity, as proven by the  proninence a t t a i n e d  by the 
family upon s e t t l i n g  in Sa l Ine  County, The house is also a tangfble local 
reminder of the Civil War. Trm of the S h a p p a ~ h % ~  John F. and James benry 
enlisted in t h e  Confederate A m y  early in the war and attained d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
service records. In 1862 the Shoppach home was . the  scene of a f lag  pr.esenta- 
tion t o  the Confederate troops f r m " ~ ' & t o n .  h%kn ~ e d e r a l  t foops  occupied 
Benton in the f a l l  of 1863, they made t h e i r  headquarters across the m a d  from 
the Shoppach House and the officers stayed in the house itself. 

John W, Shoppach, the b u i l d e r  of the house, was born tn Hessen, Germmy in 
1609.  lie s t u d i e d  at Hzidrlberg University ir! Berlin. In 1834  ShoJpac?. came to 
.h?erica and settled in S ? i l n ?  County, Arkaasas. In July of 1835 he mzrried 
S i b l y  P? l t on ,  whose p a r e n t s  '124 moved fron I l l i n c ~ i r  to Arkansas in 7 8 2  to 
houe:.Lear? a farm on the S T I ~ Y O  liver. I n  1CCi7_ f:?,?p',?azl~ moved h i s  fz~!i+Ljr from 
z ?7rg'e F a r m  to the tax?! 5' S+c:en and b u i l t  a orf.n:k house. Als3 i n  I.SS? 
S:-ss~r)acb. was e lected  cou: :y c l?rL of Sal-Lne p:\ar:", t t ts  first: 05 :his :<vz t enns .  
H,. L ~ c ~ l ~ a e  one of the  ~! ,os+ ..-F l ~.-~:Pov, 'Germas ?f ,~???r.: 5n Arksns 3s .  Sc" __i?:-p_ h i s  
rlz::;?~ i - 1  3861, S l ~ o p p a c t ~  1:;-i -;t.vv.-d the cii ly oF G-:~ron as  mayor, a l ~ ! ~ r ~ i i ~ ,  
j 2s i-lc? of t h e  peace = : i d :  :f-; c : ~ u r t y  and ' cf rc;:i 0: j udz:-. of Sali nc C ~ t . 1 1  tj-. 

C G ~ ,  of the Shoppacbh  sf.:< :> l;;lren, Jact;.~ itoilry :-::c cons idered  a vi t - : l  aitri .zen 
i ~ t  :ire develapment tll;: b - ~ : ? ~ ~ ~ ~ n i t y  in whirlii he ~ r - 2 ~  up. He : i 3 ~  ~ O P : I  Ifarch 21, 
li-C!~: on t h e  f a m i l y  fam IrL ? ? l i n e  County .  I;.is 6 i s ~ r i c t  schcol cdt~c. t - , ion was 
s ~ ~ l ' ~ ! ~ m e n t e d  by a t t e n d a n c . ~  ,-tc S t .  John's C311eL:$: in L i t t l e  F,oacl:. TI-L Jznuary 
r ~ f  1352 he enlisted in tk.e Confederate A r m y  zk "3nton a s  a p r l v a t e  iu Company 
E F i ss t  Arkansas regfne.>L- His f Lrst b a t t l e  :-17.; at Shilah and l p . , ? ~ .  fo l  lowed 
by c3e b a t t l e s  of Cariach, Tersyville, Murfre.:s?oro end Chickaraugs, i~here h e  

w a s  severely wounded. 
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A t  rhe :lcse of  t - i ~ ~  C ' v  i l  Yar, James H. Shc?$~c ' -~  returned t o  ~ @ I I ~ G I I  end t aught  
121 the school sys tem.  11; 1865 he was o p t  6.F duly :e :~  D2rnocrats in t h e  State a I 

C.,z:s!:ituticlnal Convgn~igr.. IF. 1874 he vas alee  szd c o u r ~ t y  clerk of S . l l i n e  County 
2nd served thrre terns  in this  capacity. Shopgnch was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  state I 

I l e ~ i s l a t u r e  from S a l i n z  County i n  1887. I n  1892 he moved to L i t t i o  Rock and f o r  
the  next four y e a r s  he worked for the United S t a t e s  Land Office a t  Little Rock. 
Shoppach was one of the c lerks  of t h e  S t a t e  Senate, 1891-1893,'and in 1899 was 
appointed to a p o s i t i o n  in the State 'Sreasurer's Office. He served as Deputy 
Chancery Clerk and in 190A Gecune Deputy C i r c u i t  Clerk and Recorder,  in charge 
of the f irst  d i v i s i o n  of the  c i r c u i t  c o u r t o f P u l a s k i  County, 

As the home of one of the early German settlers in Arkansas, t h e  Shoppach House 
is one of the more significant structures in Benton. Its bui lder ,  John P:. 
Shoppach, was one of Benton's m o s t  prominent residents.  Ee spent most of h i s  

~ --.* - - - . - - l i f e t i m e A n  t.he - Arkansas- community :and-. -tmk-an ;activee par t:iZ'n - commitp- azfairg.. -'----- 
His sons also made important contributions to the area i n  t h e i r  l i ves  and 
military involvement. The Shoppach House s t a n d s  as a n  important h i s t o r i c  
landmark to the  community. 
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