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1. M a e  of Property -------- ---A- --------- ------------ -------- ...................... 
historic name: First Presbvterian Church Manse 

other name/site number: N /A 

--- ------- ----------+---- I - - - - I - I  _- - - d L - I h _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I _ -  

2. Location 

street & number: 415 N. Mawle Street 

not f o r  publication: N/A 

city/town: North Little Rock vicinity: 

state: county: Pulaski code: AR 119 zip code: 72114 

Ownership of property; Private 

Category of Property: Buildina 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N / A  

Name of related multiple property l i s t i n g :  N/A 



----- -------------- ................................................................ 

4.  Btata/Federal Agency Certificatia'n 
=======-==''======,--======-===__=-=tr=t=-CCre=,,,-,, 

As the designated authority under t h e  National Historic Presemation A c t  
of 1986, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this X nomination 
request for determination of eligibility meets the  documentation 
standards for registering properties in the Wational Register of 
Historic Places and meets t h e  procedural and professional requirements 
set  forth in 36 CFR Part 6 0 .  In my opinion, t h e  property X m e e t s  

does not meet the  National Register Criteria, See continuation 

/ D - 6  -9'3 
Date 

Arkansas Htstoric Preservation Prosram 
State  or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, tho property meets does n o t  meet t h e  National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet .  

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State  or Federal agency and bureau 

------- --Ad - - - - -  ----------- 
5 .  National Park Bervice Certification 
-----==--------- ----------- ----------- - - - - - - - = -  ---------- ----- - ---- 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

- entered in the ~ational Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

determined el igible for the 
National Register - See continuation sheet. - determined not el igible  for the 
National Register 

removed f r o m  the  National Register 

other (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

---------- ---------------- -- -===~=s-----f=P=========t= -- 
6. ~unction ar use 

-----. ,- -------- ----t=P-- -- -=-=------ -- - - - - - , - ~ = = = = -  
Historic: DOMESTIC Sub: Sinale dwellins 

- 
Current : DOMESTIC Sub: S i n s l e  dwelkins 



13--=-==-=s==---- - - - - - - -  ---A - ------------- ,--,-,-,--,,,-,-,===---== 
7 .  Description 
L---==-===-----=Cs=P- - - . - -  -d - ,==I I==--- - - - - - - -  

lrchitectural Classification: 

Craf tsraan 

Other Description: N / A  

Materials: foundation 
walls 

Brick 
Brick 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
sheet. 

roof 
other 

A s ~ h a l t  
Brick ~ o r c h  
p i e r s  a n d  
chirnnevs 

X Seecontinuation - 

Certifying official has considered the significance of th i s  property in 
relation to other properties: Locallv 

Applicable National Register Criteria: C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): N I A  

.zeas of Significance: ARCHITECFURE 

Period(s1 of Significance: 1927  

Significant Dates: 2927 

Significant Personts): H I A  

Cul tu ra l  Affiliation: N/A 

Architect/Builder: Unknown 

State significance of property, and j u s t i f y  criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above, 

X See continuation sheet. - 



-- -------------- -----S~=,,,,---,,,,,,,,,,----==E---__II----- 

9. Major Efbliographical References --- ................................................ 

X See continuation sheet. - 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) : 

- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)  has been 
requested. 

- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by t h e  National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X State historic preservation office 
- Other s ta te  agency 
- Federal agency - Local government 
- University - Other -- specify Repository: 
------am---------------- -,---,----,-----------,--,--,----===-==~===-, -- 
10. Geographical Data --------------------- 
I-----------------------------------------~-- - 
Acreage of Property: Less than one 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet. 

L o t  2, Block 2, Clendennin Addition to the City of N o r t h  Little Rock,  
Arkansas 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet. 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with these 
resource. 

--- --------- - I c I = = S = ~ = = ~ - I - ~ = = - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

11. Form Prepared By -- ------------ ~ C l e ~ ~ = = ~ = = = B = - , = - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , - - - -  

Narne/Title: Kenneth S t o w .  Architectural Historian 

Organization: Frkansas Historic Preselntation Prossam D a t e :  J0/06193_ 

Street & Number: 323 C e n t e r  Street, Suite  1500 ~ele~ho6k: (5011 3 2 4 - 9 8 ~  

C i t y  or Town: ,Little Rock State: & Zip: 72201 
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The First Presbyterian Church Manse is a two-story, brick veneered residence in a vmacu1ar 
adaptation of the Craftsman style. The Manse features a front facing clipped-gable mf with 
a two-story clipped-gable xoof bay on the southem elevation. 

The First Presbyterian Church Manse is a two-story, rectangular plan house with dark red brick 
weer in a vernacular form of the Craftsman style. A front-facing clipped gable mf and a 
southern elevation two-story clipped-gable bay mf top the house. S t w m  cwers the gable ends 
on the east, west and south elevations. Wide Craftsman eaves feature exposed rafter tails. 
W d  brackets support the eaves just above the cornice line in the gable ends. Brick chimneys 
are found on the interior northwest and on the exterior southem elevation. 

The three-bay eastern or front facade consists of a hipped-mf full-front porch. The porch is 
supprkd by two square brick columns on either front comer. A solid brick balustrade with cast 
concrete tup surrounds the porch. bty to the porch is centered and accessed by four steps 
flanked by two-level stairstep brick piers. At the junction of the steps with the pwch floor are 
two low square bick piers with cast c u n m  tops. An original Craftsman light fmture is 
c e n t d  in the d n g  of the porch. 

The h n t  entrance msists of a centered fifteen-pe single door. R h  of dauble-hung 
five-ovet-one Craftsman style windows flank the entry. Although duminum stom windows 
have been added on all of the windows on the house, they are full view and the migind w d  
Craftsman windows are visible. The m d  story of the facade echoes the placemenE of pairs 
of doublehung fiveover-one windows. 

The h t  story of the northern elevation is fenestrated by a pair of double-hung five-uver-one 
windows on its eastem end and two smaller one-over-one double-hung windows. The second 
story of the northern efevatjoo features two pairs of five-over-one windows. 

The southern elevation (which faces the rear af the church and is a secondary entry to the 
chur~h) fatures an exterior brick chimney flanked by two small first floor five-over-one 
double-hung windows. Windows on the second flmr are Imtd directly above the first flmr 
small windows but are hi; size and also have the Craftsman fivepane vertical nrrlVion top sash, 
A two-story bay on the western end of this elevation is capped by a clipped-gable roof with 
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stucco in its gable end. A pair of doublehung five-over-one windows is centered on both stwys 
of the bay. 

The westem or rear elevation is noted by a shed roof p r c h  on the northern end. This semi= 
porch features brick walls on the loww one-half and originally was screened on the upper 
section. One pair of double-hung five-over~ne windows is Imzed to the south of the porch on 
the western elevation. The second floor is lighted by n small cenw double-hung window 
flanked by the familiar pair of full-size windows. 

The interior arrangement of the house is v i W y  unaltered. Original CraLtsman light fixtures 
have k e n  retained as wdl as a plain buff colored brick mantel in the living room. Stairs to the 
second floor extend from an open landing accessed by steps from the both the living mrn and 
kitchen. Four bedrooms and one bath are located upstairs. 

The First Presbyterian Church Manse retains its original appearance on the exterior and is in 
good condition. There are no associated outbuildings. 

Despite changes and additions to the 1902 church building and the heavy tmflic pattern on Maple 
Street which has negatively effected the historic character of the street, the First Presbyterian 
Church Manse remains virtually unaltered and an important component of North Little Rock 
history. 
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Summary Criterion C, local significanw 

The First Presbyterian Church of North Little Rock Manse is a signifimt representation of tbe 
vernacular Craftsman style popular in the 1920s. It is the most unaltered historic stmchre 
d a t e d  with the First Presbyterian Church, a church which was pivotal in the development 
of Argenta (North Little Rock). 

'Ihe town of Argenta was situated on low-lying land dong the northern bank of the Arkansas 
River across from Arkansas' capital city, Little Rock. Argenta deveIopd from a small railroad 
terminus from which passengers ernbarked and were femied across the river. Although platted 
in 1866, a post office was not established until 1871, 

By the late 1870s, Argenta was a major tailroad h e  crossing. As railroad and industry related 
employees settled in the area, Argenta grew rapidly, The still ullincorporated town began to 
suffer from lack of organization with the growing number of citizens and in 1890 filed a petition 
for incorporation. 

Before incopration of Atgenta was complete, the citizens of Little Rock voted to annex 
Argenta to its boundaries. In 1890, Argenta became the Eiightb Ward of the City of Little Rmk 
and remained so until 1903 when Argenta once again became a separate city from Little Rock 

h the thirteen years as the Eighth Ward of Little Rock, little improvemeats to Argenta were 
made. There was no public water system, no drainage system, no paved sb-8ets and only a 
bucket fire brigade. 

Despite the conditions, Argenta continued to grow a d  prosper. h December, 1895 a Mission 
of the Presbyterian Church was organized. The Argenta Presbyterian Church was organized in 
1899 by Reverend Charles R. Montgomery. The following y w  the church d a site at the 
northwest corner o f  what is now West Fourth and Maple Streets. A brick building with a tower 
on the southeast corner was constructed by the congregation and officially dedicated in 1902. 

In 1903 Argenta secured its independence from the city of Little Rock and the following twenty 
years marked the gmtest period of growth and development in the city's history. 

< Z 

Followjng the name change of the city of Argenta to North Little Rwk, the Argenta Presbyterian 
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Church changed its name to the First Presbyterian Church of North Little Rock in 1920. To 
accemmdak the growing congregation, the First Presbyterian Church constructed additions to 
the original building in 1921 and 1924. 

Pastors of the First Presbyterian Church resided in nearby houses, but there was no official 
church residence. In 1927 the church constructed a two-story red brick residence or Manse just 
north of the church, facing Maple Street, 

The first occupant of the Mhse was Reverend Jay F. Ross. Ross was pastor of the First 
Presbykrh C humh h m  1920 to 1939. Other ministers of the church occupied the Mmse until 
the mid-1960s when the Presbytery of Arkansas began providing its ministers with housing 
dlowances. 

The Manse was used as a Youth Building for the church, later as an attorney's office, and far 
a short while served as the headquarters for several community-based orght ions .  The Manse 
currently is being used by a church employee as a residence. 

h 1954 a new sanctuary was constructed for the First Presbyterian Church of North Little Rock, 
designed by architect Arkansas architect John Parks Ahand (the most notable example of his 
work is Centd High School in Little Rock). Previous1 y , the comer tower of the 1902 building 
had been removed due to deterioration md termite damage. The conmction of the new 
sanctuary in 1954 included an made p c h  spanning the front of the original building to tie it 
with the new sanctuary. Only the east elevation of the original sanctuary remains visible. 

The church remains the only doamtown North Little Rock chkrch which has not follow& the 
general population shift to the northern regions of the city. 

Although the church is located outside the boundaries of either of the discontiguous districts in 
the Argenta Historic District, its historic significance remains pivotal is the history of 
ArgenWNoah Little Rock. The church's Manse remains the onIy unaltered historic structure 
related to this important historic church; however, as an example of a vernacular interpretation 
of the national Craftsman style, the Manse is unique 'in its neighborhood of downtown North 
Little Rock. 
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