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received 

date e n t d  

I. Name 

historic Van Frank Cottages 

and or common 

2, Location 
a;traet a number 515, 517, and 519 E. i 5 t h  St. and 1510 Park Lane L A M  feu publicmttm 

city, town L i t t l e  Rock bya viclnh d 

sue Arkansas c d e  05 county Pul ask i  C* 119 

3. Classification 
Catmgory Ownsrrhip 
- dlslrkt - PU~I IE  
4 buildlng(s) & priuaM 
- structure - both 
- site Public dequl8ition 
- objsa - in process 

- bslng consIdared 
N IA 

S t t h n  
2 occupw 
+ unoccupied 
- work in progmsr 
bcersslble 
A yes: restrietsd 
- yes: unrestricted 
- no 

mwnt U u  
- agrleultutm - mu- 
- c o m m ~ e k l  - 
- educational X private mswmee 
- mtsrtalnmsnt - rellglous 
- government - sclantHEc 
- Industrial - lmnrportltkn 
- mliltaw - other: 

4. Owner of Prooerty 

n n m  Nark Stcdol a/Jot;n Lrolrning 

~ttbtf  & numb 1418 South Lou! siana 

,i,m,,, L i t t l e  Rcck !!lAwhirv ol st- Arkansas 
- 

5. Location of Legal Descriution 
- - 

ewrthause, redmy of deed., *- PG'E a s k i  County Courthouse 

~asbt e n u m b  S~rincr and Markham Streets 

e b , t m n  L i t t l e  Rock s ~ s  Arkansas 

6. Rep1 ntatian in Existing Surveys 
HM Quapaw ?tarter H i s  t ~ r i  c S i  t e  herthir-m-nsd J l g l b ?  y e a  M N/A 

m a Y l 0 r - m  Quapaw Quarter Asso- 

*,tom Li t t l e  Rock ~ h t #  A r b a q  



- 

7. Description 

Condltion Chsch ane Check one 
- excellent - &briorated unaltered A, original site 
4- good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
+ fair unexposed 

&&Em tkr pnunt and orlginal (M; known) physlcal appemrancs 

The four Van Frank cottages , 515, 5 17, and 519 East  15 th  Street and 1510 Park Lane, 
are located i n  one of the oldest res iden t ia l  sections of Little Rock, Canst i tu t ing 
the northeast corner of  block 62,  these Colonial Revival cottages are s i t u a t e d  
a t  the southern edge of the original c i t y  o f  t i t t l e  Rock. Three o f  the cottages 
face north on East 15th Street formlng a row, w h i l e  the  east-facfng Park Lane 
cottase rounds t h e  corner. 

Each cottage 1 s o f  wood frame construction, covered w i t h  weatherboard, resting on 
a high stuccoed brick foundation. Each is b a s i c a l l y  rectangular and covered hy a 
h i p  roof. A1 ternately the 515 and 519 East 15th St ree t  houses have h i p  roofs  wi th  
gab le ts  containing venti 1 a t i n g  louvers facjng the  front (north), ExtendSng high 
above each roof are three b r i c k  flues which change from bu f f  to red a t  the r idge  
1 ine. 

, , . 1 .  " . . a .  

S l i e h t l r  a l t e r i i l s  thY'reCt'akular ;hap& of t h e  houses are four  projecting Bays. 
Cne h f p  roofed bay projects a t  the  rear and i s  o f f s e t  by a shed roofed porch. 
Two other bays sit para1 lel to each o the r  extending from the sides o f  each house 
(east-west on the East 15th Street houses, north-south on the  Park Lane house) 
and are covered w i th  cross gable roofs. The four th  and most promtnent gabl e 
roofed bay projects, on the E a s t  15th S t r e e t  houses, from t he  west s ide of the 
front (north) facade and is o f f s e t  by a porch on the e a s t  s ide,  This order, 
which divides the f ront  facade equally into gabled face and porch, i s  reversed 
on the  Park Lane house. 

The front facade of each cottage i s  divided into two bays, the sides i n t o  three 
bays. Framing the bays o f  each facade j s  a s imple  decorative cornice and p l a i n  
f r i e z e  (raking under the gable roofs) , corner boards, and a skirt board below a 
drip cap. The central gabl ed bay i s  penetrated by a pair of one~over-one double- 
hung windows each. The gabled bay o f  ..the f r o n t  facade contains onle large . 
stationary window. of tho sas'hes .' ' The bottom sash has one pane. The upper sash 
contains multiple panes div ided by muntins creating a d i f f e ren t  gegmetric design 
on each house. ~ b o i e  t h i s  window, in the gable, i s  a fan window wi th  radiating 
muntins.  Accentuating each fan window i s  an exaggerated wooden key block, A 1  1 
windows have p l  a i  n facings and s imp1 e head moldings . 
Counterjng the gabled face of each f r o n t  facade i s  a porch w j t h  entablature and 
columns o f  the  Tuscan order. Each f l a t  roofed porch has two unf l  uted round 
columns wi th  a simple capital of an echinus supporting an abacus and a p l a i n  
astragal  resting on a square base. The columns support a pla in  a r c h i t r a v e  and 
f r ieze and a simple decorative cornice. A balustrade of square ba lus ters  set 
i n  simple top and bottom rails extends from the columns t o  the facades and t o  
square pedestals, enclosing the porch. A f l i g h t  of four wooden steps leads t o  
the porch deck o f  tonge .a,@ groove. ,f)oarSng.: .. . ,- 

% . I ; .  . I . . . .  
Each house contains two f ron t  entries. One door faces the street, while the second 
door, a1 so under the porch, i s  placed i n  the side  of the projecting bay, Each has 
p l a i n  facings and is sumounted by a transom. The two doors of t h e  individual  

'houses are i dent1 cal , containing mu1 ti p7 e raised panels be1 ow a 1 arge s i  ngl e I tgh t .  
The configuration o f  the panels d i f fe rs ,  however, f r o m  house t o  house. 
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Each house contains a kitchen, bathroom, and ha1 1 way, and f o u r  1 arge moms, which 
could be l i v i n g  room, din ing room, and two bedrooms. These spacious rooms have 
eleven-foot high ceilings, hardwood floors and plastered walls, They are detailed 
wi th  baseboards having base mol d i  ngs and shoes, picture rai 1 s, and decorati ve 
window facings with  bul l  ' s eye corner blocks. The doors, surrounded by moveable 
transoms in the  two front rooms, have mu1 t i p l e  raised panels and are framed with 
decorat i  ve moldings resting on base blocks and capped w i  t h  bul I ' s eye corner bl ocks. 
A simple mantel, o f  p la in  p i las te rs  on base blocks support ing a p l a i n  frieze and 
mantel she1 f, s i t s  i n  the canted corner of the f ront  room behlnd the porch. 



8. Significance 

Period 
, prehistoric 
- 1400-7 4 9 9  
- 150G1599 

160P1699 
- 1 70b1799 
- 1800-1 899 

1900- 
8 .  

Areas of SignifieaneGheck and justify balow 
- -.- archeology-prehistoric . - community planning - - landscape architecture.- religlon 
-- archeology-historic _ _- conservation -. - law science 
-- agriculture _ -- eeonarnic~ literature -- sculpture 
-K. architecture _- educatton . - military -- social: 
-- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- cornmwee . -. ertploratlon/settlement - philosqphy - theater 
- comrnunicatians ,--- industry -- politicugovernment - t r a n s m t f m  

. . 
.- .- invention - other (spwtfy) 

Statement of Slgnilicancm (in on8 paragraph) I .  

The Van Frank cottages are significant architectural  ly. Located between the 
Madtrthur Park H i s t o r i c  Pi s t r i c t ,  t o  the i m d i a t e  north, and the Marshall Square 
Historic D i s t r i c t ,  a few blocks t o  the southeast, the Van Frank cottages represent 
a t ransi t ion between the two.  While typ ica l  o f  the scale and speculative nature 
t h a t  character1 zes the Mars ha7 1 Square H i  s t o r i  c D i s t r i c t ,  the Van Frank cottages 
are  reflective o f  the MacArthur Park H l s t o r i c  District I n  styl is t ic  detail  and i n  
t he  ancestry and occupations o f  thei r owners and occupants. Bui 1 t i n  1908, the 
cottages were the rental property o f  Phi  1 i p  R. Van Fra~k .  They .are the  ,only . . . . *  

exis t ing  historic houses associated with t h i s  civi 1 engineer ,  who was instrumental , -.,,: 
i n  the  improvement of Arkansas' r ivers .  Each o f  the four cottages i s  simply yet 
f ine ly  crafted wi th  Colonial Revival details. I n  their unaltered state  they are 
t y p i c a l  examples o f  the  period. The cottages have been the residences of many 
i ndi victual s o f  d l  verse backgrounds, nali ve Arkansan t~ imrni g r a n t ,  and o f  varied 
occupations, merchant t o  minister. Among those who 1 ived i n  the  Van Frank cottages 
making t he  greatest contributions to business i n  L i t t l e  Rock and Arkansas were 
salesman Edward Campbe3 1 , a u d i t o r  John Oemi ng , and abstractor 'Elmer McCl ure. The 
ancestral and occupat ional  composition of  those associated w i t h  t h e  cottages i s  
i r on i ca l l y  opposed to t h e  architectural sameness reflecting speculation. 

. . . - - .  . .  .. . . 
ELABORATION 

. . .  .. 1 -,  . . a  

The MacArthur Park Historic District represents much b f    it tie Rock's development 
between 1938 and 19G0. I t  reflects the aesthetic ideals acd -s ,~cial  pat terns o f  
nineteenth century L i t t l e  Rock, which a t  the time was still rural and informal enough 
t o  accept people o f  d i f  fcrent s o c i a l  and economic classes 1 i v i n g  w i  t h i a  one . 
neighborhood. The dwellings i n  the d i s t r i c t  range f r o m  cottages t o  mansions, from 
Greek Revi val t o  Col oni a1 Revival . Descendants of foundj ng fa thers  1 i ved next t o  
German immigrants and ex-Uni on soldiers. 

After 1900, L i t t l e  Rock began expanding mare rapidly i n t o  residential neighborhoods 
more clearly defined by social and economic class. To t h e  south developed a working 
class neighborhood characterized by ear ly  twen t i e th  century cottages o f  s imi  1 a r  
s ty le  , rcal e ,  and propor t i  on. In terspersed throughout the  area were speculative and 
rental properties, of ten  c l  ustered i n t o  groups of a1 mos t iden t i ca l  structures. The  
largest such group i s  the s ix teen structure Marshal 1 Square H j  storic District. Bui 1 t 
i n  1917 through 1938, the  cottages comprising t h i s  district were designed to provide 
comfortable accommodations for working class f a m i l i e s  and are son~whdt  dcvoid c f  
sty1 i st ic  ornament. 

Resting between and transitional t o  the a o  h is to r i c  dfstricts are the four Van Frank 
cottages. Although the  scale and speculative nature o f  the Van Frank cottages mcke 
t h e m  similar t o  the cottages i n  the Marshall Square H is tor ic  D i s t r i c t ,  the per iod of 
construction and the extent t o  which  attention i s  given to stylistic delai I makes 
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them s i m i l a r  t a  houses i n  the MacArthur Park H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  The unaltered ex te r io rs  
and in te r io rs  o f  these f ine  Colonial Revival  cottages make each a rare example of the 
per iod .  T o g e t h e r  they are  even more outstanding as an ensemble. 

The cottages were bui 1 t i n  1908 as rental property by Phi 1 i p  R, Van Frank, who l i v e d  
w i t h i n  what i s  now the Madrthur Park Historic District a t  1120 Scott  Street (non- 
extant).  By 1895 he had purchased 1 o t s  10, 11, and 12 o f  black 62. Venturing i n t o  
speculatSon, he bui 1 t four C o l o n i a l  Revf va7 cottages on the property in 1908. In 
1914 he sold the property t o  another man of German ancestry, Gustave Kleinschmidt , 
a saloon keeper who also l ived  w i  t h f  n the d i s t r i c t .  

From 1908 untS1 t h e  end o f  the f i r s t  quarter o f  the twent ie th  century, the cot tages 
housed many whose occupations were as varied as bra kernan, watchmaker, and m i n i  s ter  . 
Several made s i g n i f i c a n t  contr ibut ions t o  business i n  Litt le Rock and Arkansas. 
Edward Campbell , a descendant o f  an early Arkansas fami 1y and a we1 1 known salesman, 
who was sa id  t o  have had the la tgest  "cal l  trade" i n  the S o u t h ,  lived a t  519 E a s t  
1 5 t h  Street. The 1510 Park Lane co t tage  was occupred by John A, Deming, 4 native 
o f  Texas who became widely known i n  business circles as t h e  audi tor  o f  the Gus 
Blass Company. Elmer McClure, who l i v e d  a t  517 East  1 5 t h  Street ,  was a pioneer i n  
the abstracting and t i t l e  business as one o f  the founders and president o f  the 
L i t t l e  Rock T i t l e  Insurance Company, the f i r s t  t i t l e  insurance company i n  Arkansas. 

The Van Frank cottages are the  only e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c  dwellings associated w i t h  Philip 
R. Van Frank, a c i v i  1 engineer, who made great  contr ibut ions t o  the  improvement o f  
Arkansas' rivers. Born i n  Murfreesboro, I1 1 i n o i  s, i n  1865, Van Frank g r a d u a t e d  from 

- the  Missouri  School of Mines a t  Rolla i n  1889. Four years later he came t o  Arkansas 
as the Assistant  Engineer for the  LIttJe Rock D i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  U, S. Engineers. He 
was District Englneer during World War I un t i  1 1919 when he transferred t o  the Memphis 
D i s t r i c t  o f f i ce .  While in t h e  L i t t l e  Rock District office he worked mostly with  the 
improvement of the Arkansas and Mhi te Rivers, the major achievement o f  which was t h e  
construction of three locks and dams, 1900-1905, on the White River near Batesvil le .  
H i s  House Document #308 o f  t h e  First Session of the 69th Congress which was a survey 
o f  t h e  White River and i t s  needed improvements and h i s  l a t e r  book, Random Notes on 
Improvements o f  Rivers, won him the d is t inc t ion  o f  being the foremost authority on 
flood control  in t h e  Southwest. 
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TO. Geographical Data 

A 11 15 1 15-16 17 10 8 a 1 13 18 k 13 1; 3 0 I 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

" , p r ~ ~  , .  I I , I . , ~ , ~ I  
Zone Eastlng Northing 

V-l b o u n d m y  dmscrtption md justification 

Lots 10, 11, and 12 of  Block 62, Original City of Little Rock, 
See map. 

List rll sImtms m d  calmtiem for pravrti.r ovsllapping state or county Aoundmrl.~ 

sww N/A ~ d e  eaunty code 
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