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1 Name 
historic Solomon Gans )louse 

and or common Remel Building 

2, Location 
street&number 1 0 1 0 W e s t T h i r d S t r e e t  !!/A not for publlwtion 

city, town Little Rock N& vicinity of 

state AR code O5 county hlaski code 119 

3, Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public X occupied - agriculture m u s e u m  . 
2 building(s) X private - unoccupied commercial - pa h 
. structure - both w o r k  in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process -& yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

N/A - no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name P r a t t  Remel 

street & number 1010 West Third Street  

city, town L i t t l e  Rock bk vicinity of state AR 

begel Description 

courthouse. resistrv of deeds, ete. Pula~ki County Courthouse 

street & number 405 West Markham 

citv. town L i t t l e  Rock state AR 

tntation in Existing Surveys 

rltle N/A has this property been determined eligible? - yes - no - 
.- - -. 

date federal - state county - local -- - 

depository lor S U N ~ ~  records -. -- 

city, t c - -  - state -- 



Condition Check one Check one 
excellent - deteriorated -- unaltered .. original site 

X - good - ruins altered moved date ------ a - a -- - 
fair - unexposed 

- ---- 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Incorporat ing rusticated stone masonry construction and wide round 
arches, the design of the Solomon Gans House demonstrates the influence 
of t h e  Richardsonian Romanesque, a style which, though popular in other 
areas of America, was infrequently found in Arkansas. . Built in  1894, 
t h i s  bui ld ing  possesses three towers, straight- topped * a d  arched windows 
on each elevation, a fireplace with a low arched opening and smooth 
dressed stone l i n t e l s  and columns juxtaposed with a predominate rock- 
faced s tone ,  a l l  of  which are characteristics associated with this 
style. Several classical details foretell the approach of - the Colonial 
Revival, lending the  structure a subtle transitional character. The use 
of ornament is restrained on t h e  exterior, tki dominating features of 
which, are the structuret s $onfiguration and the texture of its massive * 

stone walls. The Gans House Is extremely significant as the bext remaining 
Arkansas example of a residence influenced by a style much more frequently 
employed in church and public bui ld ing  design than domestic. 

A s i d e  from t h e  rock-faced gray granite of which the Solomon Gans House 
is built, the most prominent elements of the  Richardsonian Romanesque 
are found on the  principal (south] facade of the house. The one-story, 
f l a t - roofed  front porch, reached via a flight of seven granite steps on, , . .  

the r i g h t  (east )  side of ' t h e  elevation, is enclosed by a low ~ione w a l l ,  
' " 

Like most of t h e  house, the porch sits on a stone foundation which is 
barely distinguishable from the stone walls by a pmjec t i ng  water table.  
Round arches spring f r o m  three squat, smooth-dressed stqne columns, one 
positioned just'rigkt of t h e  center of the porch and the other two at 
either end of the porch. Because the middle column is off-center, the 
two arches springing from it are of unequal width. The narrower of 
these two arches frames t h e  entrance to t h e  porch. Two more round 
arches, one at each end of the porch, spring from the porch's end c o l k s  
and meet the f ront  wall of the house. A 1 1  four round arches are characterized 
by radiating mk-faced stone voussoirs. 

The unequal division of t h e  front b'f the parch into two arches of different 
widths is echoed in the unequal division of the f i rs t  floor facade Into 
twa bays of different widths. Directly behind the wider arch is a 
project ing bay having a larger picture window with a stained glass 
transom. The surmund of t h i s  window, like those of a l l  windows in  t he  
Gans House unless otherwise noted, is comprised of a smooth-dressed 
stone l i n t e l  and sill with p l a i n  wooden moldings on each side. On the  
right (east) side of t h e  first- f l o o r  elevation, direc t ly  behind t h e  arch 
which frames t h e  entrance t o  the porch, is the  main entrance t a  the 
house. Although the entryway now is obscured from exter ior  view by a 
wooden box-like shelter added when the  house was converted into off ices ,  
all of  the o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  of the entryway is i n t ac t  inside the shelter. 
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The oak front door, the upper portion of which is glazed, is recessed 
behind another round stone arch, and the f u l l  recess, top and sides,  as 
well as the wall around t h e  door, is paneled in oak. On the east side 
of  the recess is a small round-arched opening through the exterior wall. 

On the second story of the principal facade, immediately above t h e  
porch, are two pair of symmetrically-positioned straight-topped windows. 
Each pair of windows is divided by an engaged wooden column, square at 
t h e  t o p  and bottom but turned in between. Tucked beneath t he  steeply- 
pi tched  gable roof, the a t t i c  srory of t h e  principal facade is defined 
by a band of four narrow, straight-topped windows. The band effect is 
heightened by courses of smooth stone above and below the windows. The 
boxed cornice and frieze trimming t h e  gable end of the roof are among 
the  classical elements incorporated in the design of the  Gans House. A 
turned finial tops the  gable, 

The east  side of the  house is distinguished by two round towers, one 
taller than the a ther  but bath breaking through t h e  roofline.  The tower 
a t  the south end of the east elevation is t w o  and one-half s tor ies  tall. 
A n  unembellished chimney, built of t h e  same rock-faced granite as t he  
main body of the house, runs up the east side of the tower. One-over- 
one, double-hung windows are located on either side of the chimney on 
t h e  first and second floors. The first-f loor windows have stained-glass 
transoms, Pairs of square, fixed-sash windows form bands on e i the r  side 
of the chimney on the attic f l o o r .  Again, the band effect is heightened 
by courses of smooth stone above and below the windows. The bell-shaped 
roof of  t h i s  rower is topped by a metal f inial .  The tower near t h e  
north end of the east elevation is part  of the configuration of t h e  
main interior staircase, and its height--something less than two full 
stories-- was dictated by that role,  Enclosed in the lower level of the 
tower is a circular 'twlde~-the-stairsv room from which the basement 
steps descend. The upper level of t h e  tower encloses a landing which 
breaks the ascent of the interior staircase between t he  f irst  and second 
floors. Three windows define each level of the tower. Those on the 
first l eve l  have s i n g l e  sashes. One-over-one, double-hung windows mark 
the  upper level of t h e  tower, which is capped by a conical roof ending 
in a metal finial.  The section of the east side of the Gms House 
between t h e  t w o  towers has, on t h e  first f loor ,  a semi-circular stained- 
glass window fully surrounded by bands of smooth-dressed stone. Above 
this window, on the second floor, is a small round-arched, double-hung 
window. S t i l l  higher, above the boxed cornice and fr ieze,  a gabled 
dormer projects from the s ide  of the main roof. A pair of round-arched, 
double-hung windows pierce the vertical face of the domer, and another 
turned finial tops the dormer's gable. The s e c t i o n  of wall at t h e  
northern end of t h e  east  elevation is s o l i d  and unadorned, except for a 
single one-over-one, double-hung window a t  the  second-story level.  A t  
t h e  northeast  corner of t h e  house begins the two-story concrete-block 
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addition constructed when the house was converted into offices in t h e  
late 1940's. The rectangular addition runs n o r t h  from this point  to the 
alley behind the Gans House. 

The prominent features of the west side of the Gans House are another 
rock-faced granite chimney and a t h i r d  tower. Located near t h e  center 
o f  the w e s t  e leva t ion ,  the  tower marks the point in that elevation where 
additional grading began to allow for  basement windows. The gmund 
level is lower beginning at the tower and running n o r t h  to the end of 
the  property, and a t  the base of the tower are three square, single-sash 
basement windows, hinged at the top to swing outward. The first story 
of t h e  tower has two pairs of one-over-one, double-hung windows. A 1 1  
four of these windows have stained-glass  transoms, and each pa i r  of 
windows is div ided  by an engaged wooden column of classical inspiration. 
On the second s to ry  of the tower are two one-over-one, double-hung 
windows, one over each pai r  of f i r s t - f loo r  windows. This tower barely 
breaks through the roofline,  for its conical roof is truncated to provide 
room for a square window in the gable which projects from t he  west side 
of the main roof and rises above the tower. The vertical face of the 
gable is covered with slate in a "fishscale" pattern. A t  the ridge of 
the  gable is another f i n i a l .  The nest elevation's stone chimney, located 
south of t h e  tower,  pierces the cornice and frieze. Two second-story 
windows one-over-one double-hung windows f lank  t h e  chimney, but on t h e  
first f l oo r  there is jus t  one window. It is located on t h e  south side of 
the chimney and has a stained-glass transom, the design of which is a 
niniarure version of the design of the transom over the picture window 
in the bay on t h e  principal facade of the house. North of the tower on 
t h e  west s ide of the  house, t he  final section of stone wall is pierced 
by a straight-topped window on the first f l o o r  and, direct ly  above it, a 
round-arched second-story window with a stained glass  upper sash. A 
single-sash basement window is located in t he  foundation of t h i s  section 
of the west elevation. 

The northernmost section of the west side of the Gans House, originally 
a kitchen and servants wing is b u i l t  of brick in stretcher bond r a t h e r  
than stone. It appears t h a t  t h e  brick originally was stuccoed, probably 
to imitate stone.  It has two stories, but the ceilings of the rooms it 
encloses a re  lower than those elsewhere in the  house, so the overall 
height  o f  the  brick wing is less than that of the rest of the house. 
The foundation of t he  brick wing contains two single-sash windows, both 
of them topped by segmental arches having radiating brick voussoirs. 
The s i l l s  of these windows are concrete. Directly above the basement 
windows are two double-hung windows on the f irst  floor, a l s o  topped by 
segmental arches with radiating brick voussoirs but having rock-faced 
stone silks. The two second-story windows are of basically t h e  same 
configuration, except that the one to t h e  south is shorter and does not 
line up with the f i r s t - f loo r  window beneath it. A glazed, trimgular 
dormer projects from the roof o f  the brick wing. Much of the rear 
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(north facade) of t h e  brick wing is obscured by an enclosed f i re  staircase 
added when t h e  Gans House became offices.  Aside from a plain brick 
wall, all that is v i s i b l e  at the rear are portions of two windows, one 
on each floor, both of which have been closed. 

Though the house was converted into offices nearly f o r t y  years ago, much 
of i t s  original interior fabric remains intact, most notably in the  
entry hall. Dominated by a round-arched fireplace which is faced wi th  
dark green glazed tile and has a s i x  inch mantel trimmed with wrought 
iron strips and holders for fireplace tools. Much o f  t h e  oak woodwork 
in the entry  hall, expecially t h e  twelve inch cornice and door and 
window trjm, is classically derived. The moulding on ei ther  s ide  of t h e  
doors  and windows was designed to suggest columns which support an 
entablature across t h e  top of each door  and window. The twin newel 
posts of the oak staircase are small Corinthian colwrms. The entry 
hall's lavish oak woodwork, which includes paneled wainscoting, is one 
of the interior's most dis t inguishing  features. In its adaptation to 
off ice  use, the  i n t e r io r  underwent several changes. Woodwork remains 
throughout, but some o r i g i n a l  features have been covered or removed. 
The or ig ina l  floorplan of the  house is still apparent, though some 
partition walls have been added or moved. The most notable alteration 
is t h e  c. 1950 two-story concrete block addition a t  the nostheast corner 
of the house. 

At  a point in l ine  with, but several feet west of the rear wall of the 
brick wing, t h e  low granite wall that encircles t h e  Gans property rises 
in height to about six feet. This taller wall leads north to the w e s t  
end of the caxriage house still standing a t  the northwest corner of the 
property. Like the main house, the carriage house is constructed of 
sock-faced granite. Two s e t s  of double doors, which once admitted t h e  
carriages and horses, have been f i l l e d  in, and a shed-roofed porch has 
been added to t h e  principal (south)  facade. Otherwise, t he  exterior of 
the carriage house has changed little since its construction. Even the 
bars on the windows in what once were horse stalls are still in place. 
The configuration of the roof of the carriage house is more complex than 
that of t h e  main house, for  it consists of a hipped roof with a central 
gable 7rojecting in front, twin gables in back, and jerkinhead gables at 
either end. The ver t ica l  face of t h e  central gable is covered with 
slate and penetrated by an oval window. Acmss the bottom of the face 
of the gable runs a course of smooth stone which tops two double-hung 
windows, the upper sashes of  which are divided into diamond-shaped 
panes. 



8. Significance 

Period 
.- prehistoric 

t 400-1 499 
, -- 1500-1 599 

-. 1600-7699 
-. l fOGT799 

-x- i&o+r 89s 
-. i g o e  

Areas ef Significance-Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historlc . - conservation 

- agricullure _ -- economics 
X archxtecture - -.. education 

. art _ engineering 
cammerce . exploration settlement 

_ .- cammunications industry 
-. invention 

_ . landscape architecture .. . . religion 
.-. law science 
- literalwe _ .- sculpture 
- _ military ,, - social' 

--- music humanitarian 
- _ philosophy - theater 

- politicsqovernment - Itransportatlcm 
- other [ s p i f y )  

Specific dates 1896 Builder A r ~ h i t e c t - ~ k ~ ~  m__- - -  - - 
- - - - - - - - - - - - . - - . - - . - - -. . . - - 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Solomon Gans House, one of the  few survivors of a once-fashionable 
residential neighborhood in Little Rock, demonstrates the s t rong  influence 
of the Richardsonian Romanesque style. Solomon Gansr success in t h e  L i t t l e  
Rock retail market was publically emphasized by t h e  stylish house he built 
f o r  himself in 1596.' The development of t h i s  Third Street neighborhood 
xas stimulated by t h e  construction in 1578 of Little Rock's second streetcar 
l i n e ,  Qhich ran west from the buSiness district to t he  Union Depot, located 
at what then was the hesternmost edge of Li t t le  Rock. New residences soon 
were being built along the streets  near the streetcar line, including - - ,  

West Third Street. By t h e  time t h e  Gans House was built in 1896, West 
Third Street  was p a r t  of a neighborhood occupied by some of Little Rock's 
most prominent families. Solonon Gans, the b u i l d e r  of the Gans House, 
was a member of one such family. His father, Jacob Gans, was one of the * -  

"pioneer"members of Congregation B'nai Israel who successfully worked 
toward the construction of Lit t le  Rockts first Jewish temple. From the  
early 1870's u n t i l  well af te r  the t u r n  of the century, the Gans family 
operated successful r e t a i l  businesses on Main Street in Little Rock. In 
f a c t ,  it was shortly after  becoming a partner  in "Gans and Sons," a 
c l o t h i n g  store,  t h s t  Solomon G a s  built h i s  large residence on !Vest Third 
Street. ' The Gans Mouse was quite d i f f e r en t  f r o m  its neighbors. A t  a 
time when stone buildings; especially houses, were scarce in L i t t l e  Rock, 
Solomon Gans built a home of gray granite which came from a quarry just 
south of the c i t y .  Moreover, Gans chose a design for  h i s  residence-which 
reflected tie influence of t h e  Richardsonian Romanesque, a style r a r e l y  
used in Little Rock--and then only for public and commercial bui ld ings ,  
The Gans Hduse; in ' fac t ,  is 'the only Lit t le  Rock residence known to have 
been constructed in that style, making it especially important from an 
archiiectiral-standpoint. In addition, as West Thi rd  S t ree t  h a s  turned 
from a tree-lined residential street into a heavily-traveled four-lane 
thoroughfare, t h e  majority of its houses have been demolished and replaced 
by commercial structures. .Not,only has the Gans House remained standing 
but its original  fabric has remained remaikably i n t a c t ,  making it an 
important reminder of Hest Third Street's residential origins. . I - .  " 
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