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Located toward the eastern end of one of the scenic man-made lakcs in the heart of the 
historic Lakewd subdivision of North Little Rock, the Waterside Sltreet Bridge is a small, 
single-span masonry bridge faced with unfinished fieldstones. 

Elaboration 

Like the Lake No. 1 Bridge at the opposite end of Lake No. 1 - all within the Lakewood 
subdivision of North Little Rock - the Waterside Street Bridge is a masonry, closed spandrel 
deck bridge faced with unfinished, unwursed fieldstone. Unlike the M e  No. 1 Bridge, 
however, the smaller Waterside S t m t  Bridge featms a rectangular water channel beneath the 
roadway that is of much smaller scale, The top of she opening is ornamented with mdom- 
cur stone voussoirs. Low, raised stone parapets run dong the roadway and are embellished 
wish unfinished stones of random size which are cemented vertically to the tops of the 
gmpets. A small, rectangular hole drains the road deck through the parapet wall above the 
center of the rectanguIar opening Mow. 

The bridge allows Waterside Smet to run over a small slough which fills only when h e  level 
of the lake rises during s t m  and heavy rainfall; the channel for h e  water runs perpendicular 
to the direction of the roadway. The Waterside Street Bridge is in good condition and is used 
for vehicular trafic. 
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Summary Criteria A and C, statewide significance 

Like rhe Lake No, 1 Bridge at the opposite end of the lake, the Waterside Street Bridge is 
a m Arkansas example of a privately designed and constructed vehicular bridge. Built: as a 
masonry bridge whose design folfowd a nzrd "Rustic" theme, it was an important part of 
what was then the most innovative residential development project in the state. Mr. Justin 
Matthews, a prominent Imd entrepreneur, fmmced the consmction of the Waterside Street 
Bridge, as well as she Lake No. 1 Bridge @MER No. AR-39), the Lakeshore Drive Bridge 
(HAER No. AR-52) and the Edgemere S m z  Bridge (HAER No. AR-40). As such, the 
Waterside Street Bridge is nominated under Criteria A and C with statewide significance. 

Elaboration 

The Waterside Street Bridge is one of four documented masonry, closed spandrel deck bridges 
within the L.&ewocd subdivision of North Little Rock (all of which were constructed during 
lthe Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department Era: 1923-1939) and the only bridge 
with a sectangular water channel. This trend-setting residential development projecz was 
conceived by Mr. Justin Matthews through his Metropolitan Trust Company of North Little 
Rock. Matthews was an influential and successful Arkansas businessman and enaepmneur, a 
past member of the Arkansas Highway Commission and a local residential developer. Seen for 
the first time in central Arkansas, his new and innovative ideas concerning landscape and 
recreational philosophy was realized with the construction of the M e w o d l  subdivision, which 
included an innovative system of recreational lakes, public sculpture, and open p n  spaces 
and parks. Lake No, 1 and its two bridges, the Lake No. 1 Bridge and the Waterside Street 
Bridge, were a part of his vision. It is likely that the Metropolitan Trust Company's design 
architect, Frank Carmean, designed the bridge in the rustic architectural theme that was so 
consistent throughout this development. 

The Waterside S m t  Bridge also retains additional historical significance as a privately 
conoeivd, financed and constnrcted masonry bridge. The majority of masonry bridges 
constructed at this h e  were financed and supported with the aid of the federal government 
In spite of his Arkansas Highway Commission connections, Matthews and his financial backers 
prefemed to retain total control over both the character of the design and the scale and size 
of the roadway, keeping all within the larger scheme of this relatively nanaal yet planned 
subdivision, 
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Verbal BouncEarv Descriation 

Beginning at a point famed by the intersection of a fine formed by the northern edge of 
Waterside Street with a perpendicular line running along the western end of the bridge, 
proceed northmly along said line tu the intersection with a perpendicular line running dong 
the northern elevation of the bridge; thence proceed easterly along said line to a p i n t  fumed 
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running dong the eastern end of the bridge; thence 
proceed southerly along said line to the point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular 
line mining along the southern elevation of the bridge; thence p r d  westerly along said line 
to the point formed by its intersection with, the perpendiculx line running dong the western 
end of the bridge; thence proceed nmherly to point of beginning, comprising in all less than 
one acre. 



8. Statement al Signlfiurnce 
Certifying off~cial has considered the significance oli this propetty in relation to other properties: 

n8timafly statewide bally 
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ARCHITECTURE 
COMMJNITY P L A X I N G  & DEVELOPMENT 

Period of Significance S i n i h n t  Dates 
c .  1935 

Significant Person A r c h ~ i l d e r  
N/A Camean. Frank 

State s$nlkance of property, and justffy criteria, criteria conshrations, and Eveas d p e M s  d significance noted above. 
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