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1. Name of Property

higtoric name Waterside Street Bridge
pther names/ yer
2. Location
street & number  Katerside Street __|not for publication N/A
city, town _ North Little Rock [ | vicinlty N/A
state Arkansas code AR county Pulaski code 119 zip code 72114
3. Classitication ~
Ownership of Proparty Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[ private E bullding(e) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local L_]distriet bultdings
|| public-State T Jaite sites
] public-Federal wtructure 1 siructures
[l object objects
1 0  To
* =g of related multiple property listing: Numbaer of contributing resources previously
Loric Bridees of Arkansas listed in the Natlonal Reglater —N/A___

.

- -
4. State/Federal Agency Certlfication

Ag the deslgnated authority under the Natlonal Historlc Pressrvation Act of 1568, as amended, | hereby certify that thia
nomination [:]request for detarmination of eligibility meets the documantation standards for ragistering propartiea in the
National Hegiszer of Historic Places and meets the procedural and profassional requirements set forth in 38 CFR Part 60.

In my ogini J E] ots |__goes not mget the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation sheet.
' ; 2 7-132-70
Signature of comryn g official Date

Arkansds Historic Preservation Program
State or Federa! agency and bureau

‘ In my opinion, the property I meets [ does not meet the National Register criterla, [_lsee continuation shest.

: Signature of commenting or other official Date

\ State or Fedars| agsncy and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

|, hareby, certlty that this property is

[Jentered in the National Register,
D See tontinuation shest

[l determinec eligible for the Nationa!
Register. D Ses contlnuation sheet,

[ determined nct eligible for the
itional Register.

[Jremoved from the Naltional Register,

Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Kupcr' Date of Action

I



6._Function or Use —
Historic Functions {enter calegories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION/ Road-Related/ Bridge . TRANSPORTATION/ Road-Related/ Bridge

-r. Description

Architectural Classification Materials {enter categories from instructions)
{enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete
OTHER: Closed-Spandrel Masonry , walls Fieldstone
Deck Bridee
roof
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

X see continuation sheet
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Summary

Located toward the eastern end of one of the scenic man-made lakes in the heart of the
historic Lakewood subdivision of North Little Rock, the Waterside Street Bridge is a small,
single-span masonry bridge faced with unfinished fieldstones.

Elaboration

Like the Lake No. 1 Bridge at the opposite end of Lake No. 1 - all within the Lakewood
subdivision of North Little Rock - the Waterside Street Bridge is a masonry, closed spandrel
deck bridge faced with unfinished, uncoursed fieldstone. Unlike the Lake No. 1 Bridge,
however, the smaller Waterside Street Bridge features a rectangular water channel beneath the
roadway that is of much smaller scale. The top of the opening is omamented with random-
cut stone voussoirs. Low, raised stone parapets run along the roadway and are embellished
with unfinished stones of random size which are cemented vertically to the tops of the
parapets. A small, rectangular hole drains the road deck through the parapet wall above the
center of the rectangular opening below.

The bridge allows Waterside Street to run over a small slough which fills only when the level
of the lake rises during storms and heavy rainfall; the channel for the water runs perpendicular
to the direction of the roadway. The Waterside Street Bridge is in good condition and is unsed
for vehicular traffic.
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Summary Criteria A and C, statewide significance

Like the Lake No. 1 Bridge at the opposite end of the lake, the Waterside Street Bridge is
a rare Arkansas example of a privately designed and constructed vehicular bridge. Built as a
masonry bridge whose design followed a rural "Rustic” theme, it was an important part of
what was then the most innovative residential development project in the state. Mr. Justin
Matthews, a prominent local entrepreneur, financed the construction of the Waterside Street
Bridge, as well as the Lake No. 1 Bridge (HAER No. AR-39), the Lakeshore Drive Bridge
(HAER No. AR-52) and the Edgemere Street Bridge (HAER No. AR-40). As such, the
Waterside Street Bridge is nominated under Criteria A and C with statewide significance.

Elaboration

The Waterside Street Bridge is one of four documented masonry, closed spandrel deck bridges
within the Lakewood subdivision of North Little Rock (all of which were constructed during
the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department Era: 1923-1939) and the only bridge
with a rectangular water channel. This trend-setting residential development project was
conceived by Mr. Justin Matthews through his Metropolitan Trust Company of North Little
Rock. Matthews was an influential and successful Arkansas businessman and entrepreneur, a
past member of the Arkansas Highway Commission and a local residential developer. Seen for
the first time in central Arkansas, his new and innovative ideas conceming landscape and
recreational philosophy was realized with the construction of the Lakewood subdivision, which
included an innovative system of recreational lakes, public sculpture, and open green spaces
and parks, Lake No, 1 and its two bridges, the Lake No. 1 Bridge and the Waterside Street
Bridge, were a part of his vision. It is likely that the Metropolitan Trust Company’s design
architect, Frank Carmean, designed the bridge in the rustic architectural theme that was so
consistent throughout this development.

The Waterside Street Bridge also retains additional historical significance as a privately
conceived, financed and constructed masonry bridge. The majority of masonry bridges
constrcted at this time were financed and supported with the aid of the federal government.
In spite of his Arkansas Highway Commission connections, Matthews and his financial backers
preferred to retain total control over both the character of the design and the scale and size
of the roadway, keeping all within the larger scheme of this relatively natural yet planned
subdivision.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of a line formed by the northern edge of
Waterside Street with a perpendicular line running along the western end of the bridge,
proceed northerly along said line to the intersection with a perpendicular line running along
the northemn elevation of the bridge; thence proceed easterly along said line to a point formed
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the eastern end of the bridge; thence
proceed southerly along said line to the point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular
line running along the southern elevation of the bridge; thence proceed westerly along said line
to the point formed by its intersection with the perpendicular line running along the western
end of the bridge; thence proceed northerly to point of beginning, comprising in all less than
one acre.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in refation to other properties:
[ nationafly [X]statewide  [Jiocally

Anplicable National Register Criteria [XJA [ B [X¢c []D
W iteria Considerations (Exceptions)y [ JA []B [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance {(enter categories from instructions) Perind of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE c. 1835 c, 1935

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Carmean, Frank

State significance of property, and justify critaria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] see continuation shest



9. Major Bibliographical References

See "Historic Bridges of Arkansas,” Multiple Property Documentation Form,
Section H.

[ see continuation sheet
Previous cocumsentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of Indlvidual listing (38 CFR 87} Primary location of additional data:
has baan requested D State historic presarvation office
previously listed [n tha National Reglster Other State sgency
praviously determined sligibie by the National Reglater Federa! agency
designated a National Historle Landmark Local government
recorded by Historic American Bulldings __JUniversity
Survay # __Other

[CJrecorded by Historic American Enginesring Speclly repository:

Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property less than one B

- UTM Referances

ALl 5168985) 1381491060 3N I T I T I O A A A
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Enmsting Northing

(of8 IV N I TN IO B O T 1 I B I T T e A B

[]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[ ]see continuation sheet

Boundery Justification
This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.

[ see continuation sheet

11, Form Prepaied By
~ame/titlte __Kenneth Story, Architectural Historiao

rganization _Arkansas Historic Preseyvarion Proeram date __4 Mav, 1990
—gtreel & number __ 225 E Markham, Suite 300 telephone {501) 371-2763
city or town ___Lirtle Rock state __Arkansas  zip code 72201

*U.5.GPC 1988-0-223-018
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