
Unrted States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

ational Reglster of Historic Places 
rtegistration Form 
7hls lam Is for use in naminatlng w reqwstfng detennlna~ng of el)giMlty lor individual pmpmlks ar dislths. See instrwtians in Guide- 
Iw m t l n g  N 8 W  Register Forms (Natimf Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x'" in the appropriate box or by entenng 
the requested infOrmatibn. If ah ~lem ~ W S  not apply to Ihe property blng&umented, enter "NIA" for "not applicable." For funcl~om. styMs. materi&ls. 
and areas of signtf,cam. entm only the categories a d  sukafegorles Itsted in the inlructiwrg. For addit~onal space w s a  mtinuat~on sheets 
( F m  1Q.Wa). Type all entries. 

1. Name ol Prowrty 
historlc name prl lnl ckl Unl lrP . . 
other nameslsite number m / ~  

2. Locmtlon 
-pn Av~\renll~ U mt for publication - y/A 

1 e l r t y , = l l  N I X  
s t a t e h r w c  d s  &I? county u k i  code 119 zipoode 73716 

3. ClasslitcatIan 
Ownersh~p of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 

private bu ilding(s) Contributing Noncontwbut~ng 
publ~c-local 0 disirict 7 build1 ngs 
publ~c-State site sites 

13 public-federal a structure struelures 
objm objects 

2 - Tmal 
ne d related muftiple property listing: Number of contributing rssources pmviously 

/A listed in the National Regisler N/A 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certlfleation 

As the designated authr'ity under the National Historic PreservaZion Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that thls 
L;l(l nomination request for determination of eligibiltty meets the documentation standards fm registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and mmts the procedural end professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Parl 60. 

Arkansas His to r i c  Preserva t im Promam 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

I In my oplnion, the property m a s  does not meet the National Register criteria. n% mlnuation sheet. 

Sigmture OI mmmntlng or Whsc official Date 

I State w Federal agency and bureau I 

5. Nationrl Park Sewlae Certliicatlon 
I, hereby, certify ?hat thts p rOpr ty  4s: 

D entered in ths National Register, 
See emtinuation sheet. 

delemined eligible for h e  National 
Register, a See continuatIan shoat. 

Tdetemined not eTqiMe for the 
Natioflal Register. d - .  

removed from the National Register. 
I3 msr. (explain:) 

Signature of the K e e p  Dato of Action 



6. Function or Usa 
HISIOQ!.F nctjons (enter categwkH!om irtrtructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
W w . & f s i ' r e  bwqlTirE, x i  . b n e s t i c / s i n g l e  dwelling 
~ c m e s t i c J ~ c o n d a r y  astru'zf~re ' hestic/secorrdary structure * 

7. Desctlptlon b 

Arch~tedural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Brick 
l a t ~  l.%kand a n d . f l t h J k n t ~ l ~  Revivals/ walls Wood ( b a r d  and batten) 

v Brick 
roof Asbestos (shinnies) 
0 t h ~  Stone (cut stone door surround: f i e l d -  
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Summary 
Built in 1937, the Pnrniski House even today seems very "modern" in some respects, 
largely because ia design includes many features that became standard components of 
house construction after World War 11. Among the Pruniski House's up-to-date 
features are an attached, two-car garage; a basement " m p u s  room" and bar; 8' 
ceilings; and a back-yard patio. Stylistically, the house falls in the period revival 
category, It is a very good example of the Monterey style, displaying a11 the major 
yfeatures that characterize that styIe, 

Haboration 
From the street, the Runiski House appears to have two stories, but the s lop  of the 
lot, assisted by some grading, allows for h e  levels in the rear (north) elevation. 
The basement level, which opens onto a fieldstone patio behind the house, contains a 
sunroom, 'hmpus room" (as it is labeled on the original plans for the house), bar, 
sewant's room, and utility areas. 

The design of the Pruniski House incorporates all of the major features of the 
Monterey style: two stories, a low-pitched gabled roof, and a cantilevered second- 
story balcony covered by the main roof. As also is typical of the style, a p a i o n  of 
the second story of the house is clad in vertical board-and-batten siding, while the rest 
of the house, including the attached, two-car garage, is brick veneered, 

Because the original plans for the Auniski Hoarse-dated November 15, 1936, and 
April 16, 1937--still exist, it is known def&tely that the house has undergone very 
few exterior changes, The garage originalIy had two separate overhead doors; these 
have been repIaced by one double overhead door. Awnings have been added to some 
windows, and for reasons of energy efficiency and comfort, the original metal 
casement windows have been replaced by woden casements. The replacements, 
however, were made without altering the size or shape of original openings. 
Ohenvise, the exterior of the h n i s k i  House looks as it did when the house was built 
in 1937. 

The distinctive second-story balcony spans a little more than half of the main (south) 
elevation of the house. Supported by heavy beams with shaped ends, the balcony is 
the dominant feature of that elevation. 

'Ehe western end of the balcony shelters the main entrance, which retains its original 
architectdesigned door. The d m  surround is stone and features a decorative frieze 
which also was designed by the architects of the house, The only other decorative 
e m k l l i s h e n t  on the maln elevation is a cartouche which, according to the original 

A plans, was ordered from the "Architectural Decorating Co." The cartouche is affmed 
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to the w d  of the west Mf of the main elevation, just below the eaves and between 
the stairway window and a kdmorn window. 

The roof of the Runiski House st i l l  is covered by the original asbestos shingles, 
which are designed to look like slate. The house's windows have simple brick or 
wooden sills (depending on whether they are located where the house is brick 
veneered or where it has board-and-batten siding) and no other uim, 

The focal point of the rear elevation is a projecting bay containing the sunroom at the 
basement level and a screened porch at she first-floor level. A broad chimney rises 
through the roof of the bay and on though the main roofline. An exterior s t h a y  
leads down to the fieldstone patio h m  h e  east end of the screened porch. 

"rhe interior of Ihe Pruniski House remains largely as it was constructed in 1937, and 
many of the decorative featwes that were designed by the architects ax still intact. 
Most notable are the main stainvay, which curves up from, the basement to the second 
floor and features an unusual balustrade with chamfered edges, and the living room's 
fireplace, for which the architects designed not only the mantel but a Txescreen and 
andirons (the latter are not intact). 

The h n i s k i  House's wide, low profde--particularly noticeable when viewing the 
main elevaltion-results from interior ceilings king just eight feet tall-?he standard for 
post-war construction but not typical in the Little RockJNorth Little Rock area during 
the 1930's (when ceiling heights of nine to ten feet were usual). The interior 
arrangement of the Sruniski House also has much in common with post-war 
residences. The kitchen, for example, is located at the front of the house, while the 
living and dining rooms overlook the back yard. The master bedroom and bath are 
on the first floor, secluded from the four bedmoms (and two baths) located upstairs, 
As already nored, the basement contains a rumpus room and bar. 

With the exception of the balcony, which might be used for sitting, the Pruniski 
House is oriented to the back yard rather than to the street. The rear elevation's 
screened porch opens off the Bving room, providing access to the patio. Below the 
porch, the basement-level sunroom opens directly onto the patio. 

The original drawings for the M s k i  House included a landscape plan which 
provided for the construction af the fieldstone walls and patio, a small pool, and a 
'"replace & pi$'' d1 of which remain intact in the back yard. The architects even 
designed two wrought-iron gates that provide access into the back yard from the east 
and west, through the fieldstone wdls. 

A small bod-and-batten outbuilding, Eocated on the eastern edge of the back yard, 



United Btrtor Daprrtmmt of tha Intorlor 
Natlonal Park Sswlce 

14atlonal Register of Hlstorlc Places 
Contlnuatlon Sheet 

Section number 7 Page 3 

also was architectdesigned. Originally used as the laundry, this building has a gabled 
roof and a six-over-six, double-hung window in its south elevation. The door to the 
original section of the building is centered below the gable in the east elevation; two 
other doors o p n  into a wing added to the north side of the original building. 
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Summary 
The h i s k i  House is one of only two known examples of the Monterey style in the 
Little Rock/Norh Little Rwk ma, and it is the only known example dating from 
before World War 11. The architectural significance of the house is enhanced by the 
presence in its design of many "mdern" features that did not k o m e  common until 
after the Second World War. The Prufiiski House also is a s c m e  representative of 
the 1930's in Park Hill, a North Little Rmk neighborhood where development began 
in the 1920's, came to a virtual standstill during the Depssion, and resumed on a 
more modest scale following World War 11. 

Elaboration 
When its design was commissioned in the fdl of 1936, the PrunisE House became 
project #I45 for the Little Rock architectural firm of Bmeggeman, Swaim, and Allen 
(predecessor of the fh known today as Wellborn Henderson Associates). Max J. 
Pruniski, the widower for whom the house was designed and built, already was well- 

- acquainted wish the principals of the firm: Edward F. Brueggeman, who was a 
personal friend; Guy Swaim; and William S. Allen. They had designed alterations for 
Pruniskik previous residence, and they were involved in the design or remodeling of 
several movie theaters operated by the business in which Pruniski was a parmer, 
Mdco Theatres, Inc. 

Max Pnmiski's business Jmost certainly was the key to his ability to build a large 
(approximately 3,500 square feet), architectdesigned house in 1937, when most 
Arkansans st i l l  were suffering the effects of the Depression. It surely is no 
coincidence that Brueggernan, Swaim, and AIlen designed houses in rapid succession 
for both Pruniski and his Little Rock partner in Malco Theaees, M. S. McCmd (a 
third partner lived in Memphis, Tennessee). Malco Theatres' business evidently 
flourished during the Depression as people flocked to the movies. 

Development of North Little Rock's Park Hill neighborhood, location of both the 
Pruniski and McCord Houses, had, begun in the 1920's with the construction of a 
vatiety of perid revival houses ranging in size from a b u t  1,500 square feet to as 
much as 6,000 square feet, The majority of these houses were patterned after English 
architecture, but a few Colonial Revival and Spanish Revival houses dso were built. 

The Depression brought constmction in Park Will to a virtual standstill--with the 
notable exceptions of the Pruniski and McCmd Houses. The McCord House was 
designed in the Spanish Revival style, but the Pmniski House evidently i n t r d u c d  a 

I new revival--the Monterey style--to the Little Rock/Er'orth Little Rock area. 
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Windshield surveys of Park Hill and the Heights, the neighborhood in Little Rock 
similar in age to Park Hill, located just one other example of the Monterey style. 
This example, the Ketcher House in Park Ell, was built about 1950, leaving the 
h n i s l i  House as the earliest example of what apparently is a very rare style in 
centsd Arkansas. 

Unfortunately, the reason for huniski's--or his architect's--choice of the Monterey 
style is not known. When he built the house, Max Pruniski had three gown 
daughters, all of whom lived with their father in the house for a few years, Two 05 
the daughters are still alive, but neither of them remembers her father having had 
many defdte ideas about the design of the house beyond such basic considerations as 
the number of bedroom. They assume the architects chose the style of the house, 
and their father simply agreed to it. 

It also is not known specificdy why the Pruniski Mouse incorporated such "modern" 
features as the attached, two-car garage; the rumpus room; and the patio. 
Presumably, however, these were the coming things in house design, and Pruniski's 
consmction budget enabIed his architects to include them, as well as many other 
high-qudity features. Whatever the reasons for their presence, today these features 
allow the Pnrniski House to serve as an illustration of changes in house design and 
construction that were underway in the 1930's but did not become standard until after 
World War 11. 

A fmal noteworthy point has to do with the Pruniski House's place in the o v e d  
development of Park 3311, where it bridges the gap between the fust wave of 
construction in the 1920's and the post-war construction that eventually completed the 
neighborhod's deveIopment. The h n i s k i  House is like many of Park Hill's 1920's- 
vintage houses in k i n g  an architeet-designed, period revival residence. However, 
because many of its features foreshadowed post-war consmction, i t  also has much in 
common with some of the larger houses built in Park Hill after World War 11. 
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