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OESCRIS E THE PRESENT AN0 ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNI PHYS1CAL APPEARANCE 

Located in Sweet Hone, t he  Old Hanger Gin still remains In excellent con9 i t j . 0~ .  
According to family sources, the steam-powered gin was built ca. 1876. IC 
agerated cormercially f o r  at least the period 1884-1885, but it had ceased 
functioning as a canrm&scial g i n  by 1892- During the periods before 1884 and 
f r o m  1085 to 1892, ?he g i n  pra3ably func t ioned ,  but t h e  limited i n f d m t i o n  . . . 
available does n o t  absolutely confirm this. 

I 

! The exterior of the large, three-storey frame bui ld ing  consists of hard-and- 

i ba t ten  siding. The overall impression the buildinq gives is that of mass an9 
heaviness. The sparseness and snal l  size of thz winlows, the stone foundation,  . 

! the comparative u n i f o m i t y  oE the exterior and t h e  comparative l o w  p i tch  of t he  

; 1 roof are Soin? of the building's characteristics c o n t r i b u t e - t o  k h i s  
i ~ r e s s i o n .  

! 

i !!aavy- timbers compri&e- the skeloton af the bui ld ing- -  the s&uds, c e i l i n q  and 
f loo r  joists, etc. 

building rests upon an uncoursed rubble stone foundation, more of which is . . 
vis ible  f r o m  the east- and south elevations t h a n  £ran the west and nlsrth 
b2-suse of 53e unlevel  plot. Ta 7% Tzar Y:IZ S ~ @ S ?  f?:;?ddt.i3n r i s c e s  kc a 
heicJ12 sf aver  twelve fset* Tne unlevel p la t  causes tha building to a2pear to 

L 
be only two-storey from the f r o n t  view. - .. 

,.: A medium gable roof w i t h  a cross-qobled, centrally-located elevator sha f t  has 
a corrugated tin, coveriag, . ~ h i c h  is not o r i g i n a l .  

+ 

I R hard-packed dirt surface.serves as the f loor  of part of the ground storey. 
I The remaining floors consist of heavy, rocgh --er. The ground floor contains I 
I 

i a row of mule s ta l l s ,  also made of heavy timbers. T;~e.cei l ings.are open with 

i the beams and t i n  serv ing  as the o n l y  coverinq. 

I 
- .  

I . "  * 

A 1 1  foltr elevations have small, h-idaly-spzced window openings. None of the 

I 
Kindoxs hzve glass  left in them. Some are boarded up; sove are covered w i t h  
fmoden shutters- Others have no covering at all. The w e s t  elevation has 

I t3ree entrances, while the  r e a r  elevation has only one dmrway, 

\ The condi t ion of the building is excel lent .  Most o f  the  actual deterioration 
has occured on t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  ra ther  than t h e  e x t e r i o r .  This deterioration, 

I however, is minor and does n o t  kee? the building fron serving a useful function. 
Tt has been converted into a grain storcge facility. None of the g i n n i n g  
equipment remains. Rather, the interior has been largely cleared otlt to 
pr~videmaximunstarage capabi l i ty .  Chutes  and storaye b i n s  have bczn azded to 
f ~ c i l i t a t e  the storage aad hanZling o? grain and hay. 

To the south  and nor th  e levat ions  h a w  been addea fraine and tin "laari-ko" s h ? d s  
i to shelter farm equipment. 
4 

i Thu?, clterztions t~ t3e bui ld ing  itself h3vs been r n i n ~ r  indeed, and t h i s  very 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNkFtCANCE 

B u i l t  ca. 1876, probably by P e t e r  HangerJ the Hanger Gin was operated comer- 
eially by Frederick Hanger u n t i l  at least 1885 and probably until 1889. In 
1888 Frederick Hanger built the Eagle Ginnery and P i c k e r y  in L i t t l e  Rock, 
described at the time as one of the  most succass fu l  businesses in Little Rock. 
Sy 1892 the old g i n  was no longer listed in the Business  Directory of Arkansas. 
Wnether the old gin at Sweet Home ceased functioning with the construction of  
the Eagle Ginnery is unknown. Ind ica t ions  are that: shortly after the construc- 
tion of the new sin, the old gin at S w e e t  Home ceased comercia1 operation, 
but did not  necessarily cease 211 operations. 

 he Old ~ a n b r  gin is sigrtir'icant because OF the.association w i t h  a family very . 
\ imgortant in L i t t l e  Rock history. Peter Hanger first cama to Arkansas in 1834 

and settled just east of Little Rack, where he established h i s  p l a n t a t i o n .  Ye 
became prominent in local affairs and was instrunental in aiding the early 
growth of Little Rock. Hanger had contracted mail service through Rrkaaszs with 

. the 'uni ted States Government and his name became syrionymous with tra2sgortation 
in Arkansas because of h i s  association with steamboat and stagecozch Lines. His 
son, Frederick ilanger, continued the- prominence of tile family in L i t t l e  Rock 
history, as did h i s  wife Frances. Frederick b u i l t  a home on Scat t  Street in 
1889 (addzd to-.~ationa~ ~iegister of H i s t o r i c  Places, Mrch 15, 1974) and moved to 
Scott Street. P e t e r  Hanger's daughterr Margaret M- Hanger FStcliffe, and her 
husband became managers 02 the land on which the  O l d  Hanger G i n  is located. 
Today Margaret R a t c l i f  fe's grandson' s w i d o w , H r s ,  W. A. Ra t c l i f f e  , Jt-panages the 
farm. 

Although none of the original ginning equipment remains, the building remains 
in excellent condi t ion .  hbw functioning as a storage facility, it has not.bcen 
significantly altered. Stairs lezding t6 the upper storeys have been repaired 
but not  replaced. O r i g i n a l  dirt and wooden floors stfll serve. The exterior, 
though weathered, reflects the  high q u a l i t y " o f  t h e  construction. Interior 
conditions don't equal those of t h e  exterior, but t he  l imi ted  deterioration 
does not  restrict the buildings u s e f u l n e s s  nor detract seriously Exow. its 
appearance. 

Cotton has long been an irngoxtant crop in Arkansas, and eonsequeetly the g i n n i n g  
industry has also been an important aspect of Arkansas his to ry .  A t  the time of 
t h e  gin's operation, krkansas was predominantly agricultural, and cot ton  con- 
tributed economically, socially and culturally to the stdtc, The inpartancc of 
cotton is indicated by the nurhes a£ gins locnted in the sta tc  at t h a t  tins. 






