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1. Name of Property 
histor~c name Rock Island-k~enta Dew t 
ather nernasSsite number 

2. Location 

crty, town K o r t h J , i r r u k  Uvicin i ty  KJA 

* a m  d related multi~le ~romrtv llistinn: 

W site 
D structure 

object 

code 

- 
Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Hanmntribuling 

1 - buildings 
sites 

- structures 
objects 

1 Total 
Number of mtrlbtlting resources previously 
listed in the National Register N/A 

4. Statiffaderel Agency -Certlflcation 

As ?ha designated authority under the National Historic Pres8mtion Act of t966. as amended, I Mmby eenify that this 
nwninataon request for determination of eligibility meets the documentat~on stendards lor registerimg propenies in the 

National Regiwer of H~storic&aces andmeets the procedural and professional mquireznls  wt lwth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

1 8ete  or F-ral amney and bureau 1 

arts  w Fsderal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Sewlee Catt'Hlcstlon 
I, hereby, cartij. that this pr&ny is: 

aentered in the Hetianal Register. 
!Sm conlinwtion sheet. 

ndstemined eligible for the National 
Register. Ses continuation ghest. 

gdetermined not eltgible for the 
National Register. 

a m o v s d  ?mn the National Rbgisier. 
mar, (sxpfain:) 
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6. Functlofi or Use 

( Histotic.Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter cmtegoriea from Instrwetions) 

I - Transpor ta tionlRai1-Rela ted Vacm/Not In h e  

I Architecfural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categoties from instructbts) 

m a t i o n  Concrete 
Late 19th and 20th C e n t w  Revivals/ walls Brick 
Mission/S~anish Co40nial Revival 

roof m p  

other kTod 

Ikscrlbe p w n t  and historic physical appearance. 

The Rock Island-Argenta Depot is a single story brick passenger depot constructed in 
1913 and designed in the Mediterranean s ty le  comnon t o  the contemporaneous depots of 
the Rock Island Railroad Company. It has a simple tatin cross plan with the 
telegrapher's bay and corresponding cargo room on the street elevation farming the 
transept. 

The Rock Island-llrgenta Depot is a single story, Latin cross plan milroad  passenger 
, milding with a Mediterranean red clay tile gzble roof set behind parapet gable ends. 
Its walls are constructed of red brick and it sits u p n  a continuous concrete 
foundation. It has a single brick chimney rising through the ridge toward she western 
end of the  building. 

The southern or street elevation is punctuaeed by a large cargo door a t  the western 
end, and tkw passenger entrances t o  the east flanking the projecting cargo room bay. 
Each of the passenger entrances is surmounted by a tall three-pane transom and flanked 
by two large uindovs symetrically placed around the doorway. mese windows, now ' 
boarded over with plywood, contained two-over-two wood sash originally. The cargo room 
bay is lighted by two-over-two wood sash windows. The entrances are covered by 
projecting shed porches which continue the roof pitch and are accessed by poured 
concrete stairs. Two fixed wod basement windows flank the cargo entrance. 

Tbe eastern a d  western elevations are s w a r ,  as thy both feature concrete coping on 
the gable, parape, a concrete panel station sign set  into brick below, and .three 
gymnetrically placed whdows lighting the interior, the central being broader than 
those flanking it.. The only difference is that the whdows on the eastern elevation 
are tauer* 

!he northern or track elevation is almost a mirror Sraage of the southem elevation, 
with the exception of the cargo soom bay 'being replaced by the telegrapher" three 
-sided bay and surmounting Spanish Colonial roof dormer featuring the- station name, and 
the  windows  flanking the entrances being placed slightly farthe5-~apart. The windows 
here, also formerly two-over-two wood sash, are largely boarded ov& now with plywood. 
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This elevation also features the decayed r m t s  of the original f d l - l e n g t h  porch, 
continuing the pitch af the rcmf, a d  uhich sheltered waiting passengers. The exterior 
deta i l  is limited t o  the signage p e l s ,  the single signage dormer on the  northern 
elevation, and the decorative panels and rafters which supported the porch roof deck on 
the  northern elevation. 

me entrance configuration on t h e  exterior reveals the essentials of the plan. The 
Mack and white waiting roans are placed to either side of the ticket window, which 
opens onto a hall which connects the two rooms. To the west is the separate cargo 
room. The entire interior  is simply detailed, with panelled wood doors, boxed 
decorative ceiling beams in the connecting hallway, and black and white patterned floor 
tile. 
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8 .  Statqwient ot SlfinHlcante 
Cehrlyng off~c~el has cansldered the significance of this property in nrlation to other properties: 

[7 nationally statewide mily 

-ncabte National Register Criteria A 1 B a C n D 

Areas of S ~ n H ~ n w  tentar categwiba from Instrueths) Perlod ol Signifiarm, Signlflcanl Dates 
Transwrtation 191 3 - 45 
k c h i t e c t u r e  

guts signlflcancs of property, and justify m r i a ,  cdterla Eonnideratkns, and areas and psrlodr of siQnifimn~6 noled above. 

The Rock Island-Argenta Depot is locally significant both for its status as an 
outs tanding example of the Mediterranean style depot popular throughout Arkansas (and 
with the Rock Island Railroad Company in particular) after the turn of f he century and 
for i t s  associa t ion with the importanr role played by the railroads in the growth of 
r h e c i t y o f N o r r h L i t t l e R o c k ( n e e A r g e n t a ) i n t h e e a r l y t ~ e n t i e t h ~ e ~ t ~ .  

-- 

ELABORATION 

The first operating railroad company in Arkansas was the Memphis and Little Rock 
Railroad, which began in the 1850's m i d s t  much interest in establishing railroads in 
the state. I t  initially operated only n e u  the Mississippi River in eastern Arkansas, 
but finally laid rails from the White River cmun i t y  of DeValls B l u f f  t o  the north 
side of the Arkansas f iver  - opposite the c m r c i a l  center of Little Rock - in 1862. 
The fledging cmunity on this site at  the time was known as Huntersville and by all 
accounts consisted of l i t t l e  more than a pair of ferry landings for boat transport back 
and for th  across the Arkansas River, a f e w  houses, and small  shops. During the Civi l  
War, first the Confederates and then the Union forces developed the part of present-day 
North Little Rock just to the south of the Rock Island-Argenta Depot into a large 
railroad terminaZ and roundhouse for the main purpose of serving the war effort. 'She 
railroad terminal and associated structures canprised v i r tua l ly  the en tire settlement 
on W s  side of the river until after the war, 

Within s ix  years after the end of the war the little town of Hmtersvflle had become 
the terminus of three railroads: the Memphis and Little Rock, the Cab0 and Fulton 
(which ran t o  the norbeast and intersected with the tracks of the S t .  bais  and Iron 
M u n W  Railroad), and the Little Rock and Fort Smith. A t  this point in t h e  the town 
started to grow, developing a c m r c i a l  center to  service the ,various busirksses 
brought in to  the area by the railroads. By the f d  of 1871 a poet office had been set  

, up for the comnunity, and the name of Argenlta had been substituted f o r  Huntersvil'le, a 
I cfiange the Manphis and Little Rock Railroads would recogfiIze the fo l lowhg spring in 
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their train schedules (according to foMore, the name Argenta came from the belief 
that silver ore had been found in the lead mines In the hills t o  the north of the 
city). 

Tlhe canpletion of the Baring Cross Bridge on December 20, 1873 - spuming the Arkansas 
River between Argenta and Little Rock to the west of the original center of kgen  t a  - signaled the beginning of the development of the neighbarhod of North Little Rock 
known then and since as Baring Cross. This trainyard was originally established as the 
eastern terminus of t h e  Little Rock and Fort 3ni th  Railroad, but was expanded when t h i s  
company entered into an agreement with the Cairo and Fulton to share the use of the 
trainyards and repair facil i t ies.  This bridge was the impetus for the consolidation of 
t h e  railroad that had been b u i l t  earlier between Litt le Rock and Texarkana, known as 
the Ca i ro ,  Arkansas and Texas, with the Cairo and Fulton and the S t .  Louis and I ron  
Mountain forming the St. buis, Iron Mountain and Southern. T h i s  railroad cmpleted t he  
vision held by many for years of a rail Pine between St.  Louis and Texas, though it 
transferred the freight end passenger facilities from Argen ta to Little Rock ( t o  the 
site of the present-day Union Stat ion) ,  l eaving  Argenta with only the Little Rock and 
Fort W t h  Railroad as its own. 

The ensuing years saw ever-increasing railroad activity in Argenta: the expansion of 
the Baring Cross yards; the construction of a second railroad bridge in 1834 connecting 
the Lit t le  Rock, Mississippi River and Texas Railroad (running between Little Rock and 
Pine B l u f f )  with the Little Rock and Fort 3 n i t h  Railroad ( a t  the  site of the  present 
-day Missouri-Pacif ic Bridge) ; and the construction of a third railroad bridge (extant) 
in 1899 by the Choctaw and Mmphis Railroad, which had earlier taken over the old 
Memphis and Little Rock Railroad and became known as the Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific in 1904. In the meantime, the se t  tLement of the area imnediately north of 
L i t t l e  Rock on the opposite bank of the Arkansas River had expanded t o  such a degree 
(both in terms af  population and area) that there was strong sentinrent among the 
residents to remove thmselves from king a vard of the c i t y  of Little Rock - a 
situation which had prevailed for several years - and to declare themselves a separate, 
incorporated ci ty.  In 1904, the city of Argenta was recognized by the Arkansas 
legislature and was approved. 

The Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific (also known as the Rock Island) becarme involved in 
a controversy a h s t  Itmnediatdy after taking control of the older lines as it was 
rmr& that the city of Little Rock was attanpting to lure the Rock Island's 
maintenance operations away from the old Mempkis and Little Rock facilities in ArgenLa 
and to relocate them i n  the Fourche Creek tmttm t o  the south of the city. This  was 
an especially sensitive issue in  Argenta as by this time only thP' Little Rock and Fort 
Qnith depot to the west of old Argenta allowed passengers to board at any lochtion 
north of the river, and a l l  the other passenger stops were m d e  in Little Rock. 
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This sentiment , cwpled ci th the  fact that the Rock Island d i d  move i t s  shops t o  Li t t le 
Rock by 1910, certainly played a role in the construction of the Rock f skand-Argenta 
Depat in 1913. & t r a i n s  travelling betwen -his and Little Rock now served Argenta 
directly and allowed residents access t o  another IW jor railroad without the trouble and 
expense of crossing the river to do so. ?he importance and accessibility o f  this depot 
was only enhanced in 1914 with the extension of the Intercity Terminal Cosnpany (formerly 
the Argenta Street Railway Company) tracks t o  the station, thereby providing public  
transportation between the residential areas and the depot. 

The Rock Island-Argenta Depot also played a rule in the d e v e l o p n t  of the Asgenta area 
as an active Southern military post. Accessibility to  rail transports tion was one of the 
considerations in the planning and construction of Fort b g a n  H. Roots in 1893, the 
area's f irst  federal military installation after the developnent of the ra i l  system. The 
troubles along the Mexican border had necessitated the mobilization of troops at Fort 
Roots as early as 2912 and troops reported for duty in Laredo, Texas from t h i s  post in 
1916. It was the decision of the United States to enter inco World War I, however, that  

-. s a w  the largest expansion of military activity here. Under the c m n d  of General John 
J. Pershing, Fort Roots was named the officers' training camp for the entire Southern 
Department, which was comprised of twelve divisional areas. 

Ironically, i t  was W.B. Smith, the head of the L i t t l e  Rock Chamber of C m r c e ,  h o  began 
the effort t o  secure the local cantotanent f o r  the Twelfth Divisional Area of the War 
kpartment (which included a l l  of Arkansas) which eventually resulted in the 
essablishment of Camp Pike in Argenta. The camp opened in August of 1927 with t h e  
arrival of 40,300 men a t  an installation containing over 2,000 bdldings .  The entire 
area developed quickly in response to  th is  influx of population and carmercial demand, 
and the camp operated at peak activity through the end of the war (it was in 1917 that 
the  c i t y  formally changed its name t o  North Little Rock). In 1921 Camp Pike was turned 
over to the State  of Ackansas as a National Guard training camp and continued to serve as 
such for the next fifteen years. Camp Pike served briefly as a Civil ian Conservation 
Corps camp, bringing hundreds of men in from around the c o u n t q ,  and in 1939 again became 
an Army training facil i ty h anticipation of possible U.S. hvolvement in the escalating 
warfare .in Europe. After the Japanese attack on P e a r l  Harbor, Camp PikP continued t o  
operate as an active training center a d  saw the arrival and departure of literally 
thousands of soldiers during World War If. The Rock Island-Argenta kpt continued to 
serve the general popdace after the war, but su f fe red  the fate of all passenger 
railroads during t h i s  time and was finally abandoned in 1960, 

T h P  Rock Islarmd-Argenta kpot is also significant as an outstsndipg 'locat example of the 
Medi terranean style of architecture that was popular after the -ival in knerica of the 
Classical Revival Renaissance v i l l a s  designed by such architects as McKFm, Mead and White 
and Richard Horris H u n t .  However, while these east-coast architects typically applied 
th is s t y l e  t o  large, grandiose residences and rna jor public cwrmissions, the Rock Island 
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-Argenta Depot displays a mastery of 'scaling down' the vocabulary of this idiom and 
d i s t i l l i n g  the essential proportions and elements t o  create a simple and elegant solut ion 
t o  the requirements of a passenger railroad station. The Rock Island Railroad depots 
generally display a subtle variety of renderings within this style, and this is arguably 
the finest with explicitly Spanish Colonid influences. 

The growth and developnent of North Little Rock has always been intimately tied to the 
railroads that served its residents, energized its comercia1 districts, and employed a 
large share of its working force. The Rock f sland-Argenta k p o t  is one of the finest 
surviving railroad structures frm the e r a  of most rapid growth in the ciry of Argenta 
and the  only one rendered in this architectural style. 
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