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 NAME * 

Tames PeterElaucette Rouse 
AND/OR COMMON 

- .  

/ John Farmer House Hazel Gray Iiouse 

 LOCATION 
STREEI & NUMBER 

316 West Eb~rt'n -NOT FOR W B ttCAT1ON 
CtTY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

~ 0 f l h  Little Rock - VICINITY OF Second 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

9 11 9 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC ~ Q C C U P I E O  

XBUILOING(S) LPPTIYATE ,UNOCCVIPIED 

-Sf  RU CRJ RE -BOTH -WORK IN PROCRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISETION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -?M PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED 

ZLBEtNG CONStDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

,NO 

PRESENT USE 
A G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM. 

XXOMMEACIAL -PARK 

,EDUCATIONAL m R I V A T E  RESIDENCE 

-E~RKAI IUMENf  -REUGiOCJS 

,GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATlON 

-MIL ITARY 4 -  - 4 T H E R :  . - 

NAME 

Mrs. Hazel Gray 
STREET & NUMBER 

316 West Fourth 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

N o r t h  Little Rock - VICINITY OF Arkansas 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGlSTnY OF DEEDS,€TC. Clerk office 
STREET& FlUMBER 

Pulaski County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Lj t u c k  Arkansas 

"- REPRE SENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 3 
TITLE 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

OEWStTORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOW4 STATE 



CHECK ONE CHECK ONE I , 
,EXCELLENT -0ETEAIQRATED -UNALTERED ZORrGINAL SITE 

XGOOD -RUINS XALTERED -MOVED D A L  

-FAIR ,UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ! 
The Faucette-Farner-Gxy House is a th-u-and-one-half storey masonry structure, 

square in plan with a project ing bay on the f r o n t  (south) facade. Centered on 
t he  north is a two storey bay which serves the kitchen on the first level  and on 
the second level is an enclosed sleeping space.- 

The front entrance porch is a s ingle  storey shed. Fluted b o x  columns age . 
amanged in a cluster of three  at both ends of t h e  porch front and are paired in 
the middle .  The cornice is beaded. Glass in the entry door, transom and s ide-  
lights is beveled, as is the glass in the front windows. 

The roof of the house is hipped w i t h  gabled projections. The wood cormice 
is wide and t h e  eaves are deep. 'On the south is a single gabled dormer with 
s t i c k  work on its double windows. These windows end in the dormer's co rnke ,  
producing a t r i a n p l a ~  top. The other windows on the south have a similar s t i c k  
pattern.  The window on t h e  north projection has a mantle-like lintel with a 
round window above. 

There are two outside corbelled chimneys. The chimneys and house are f in i shed  
in a Dutch bond w i t h  headers darker than stretchers.  This value change in color 
is produced though texture, with the headers make of mughly cut half  bricks. 

The entry h a l l ,  with a single t u r n  stair, leads to the kitchen on t h e  south 
and to t he  p a r l o r  on the west. The original pocket doors leading off the h z l l  
were replaced c.  1925 w i t h  doors, transoms and sidelights of beveled glass .  i 

i 
The most interesting i n t e r i o r  feature is t h e  par lor  f i replace which has a 

blue ceramic-tile hearth and i n f i l l  around the  gas u n i t  mounted in t h e  ffre-box. 
1 

The mantle is suppo~ted by Corinthian capitaled columns. Carving on t h e  capi ta ls  
is of fine workmanship. 

I 
i 
I 

Pocket doors separate t h e  parlor from the d in ing  room which is Eecorated w i t h  
a p la t e  mould. The house has its o r i g i n a l  l i g h t i n g  f ix tures .  i 

The house rests on its ariginal site in a res ident ia l  neighborhood n e m  
downtam Nofih Little Rock. The immediate neighborhood retains much of its turn- 
of-the-century character. The house has been continually occupied s ince  con- 
struction m d  remains in good condition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Faucette-Farmer-Gray House, constructed c .  1912, is one of North Little 
Rock's older residences which is significant for both i t 9  architectrual features 
and h i s t o r i c a l  associations. The structure is an important part of one of t he  
city's oldest surviving residential neighborhoods. 

A most unusual feature of t he  house is its brick veneer. Laid in a Dutch 
bond pattern, t h e  header bricks are darker  in color than t h e  stretcher br icks ,  
and the surface of the headers i s  rough cut, resembling hewn wood. The al ternat ing 
color and texture of the  -bricks gives the  house a most in t ere s thg  w a l l  surface. 

Other interesting features i nc lude  the corbelled chimneys, cast stone lugsil ls  
qnd a me-storey entry porch w i t h  boxed, fluted half-columns. The second-storey 

indow above t he  main entry  has an unusually heavy entabla ture  sith a round wrindow 
above. Interior features of no te  inc lude  the original l i g h t  f ixtuses , carved 
parlor mantle and plumbing system. 

The Faucette-Farmer-Gray House was constructed by Mayor Janes P .  Faucette,  an 
important business and civic leader of North Little Rock. Faucette b u i l t  two 
almost inde t ica l  houses on the double lots at the corner of- Fourth and Willow 
Streets. The corner house, destroyed in the  19701s, was built for t h e  Faucette 
family and thus was somewhat more elaborate. The remaining house was bui l t  by 
Faucette as rental property. 

The Faucette family was instrumental i n  establishing a sound, workable 
government for t h e  c i t y  of North Little Rock. J. P. Faucette's brother, William 
C. Faucette. was t h e  city's first mayor following its separztion froin t h e  city 
of Little Xock i3 190k. In 1911 James P. Faucette wzs elected to t he  first of 
his three terms as mayor, serving through 1917. 

Mayor James P. Faucette's second re-election was descrjbed in a contemporary 
newspaper editorial as "the strongest en2orsmen-t: they ( t 3 e  c i t i z e n s )  could have 
given to progressive i d e a s  and pol ic ies  as he sees them."% Sone of Faucette's 
progressive policies included completion of a large sewer an6 drainage system, an 
extensive street-paving prograa and construction of a city h a l l .  (The North 
Little Rock C i t y  Hall was added to t h e  National Rzgister of Historic Places on 
August 6, 1975.) 

The,h-use was completed a b ~ u t  1912 and was r e n t e d - f o r  several years. In 1918 
.?. John Farmer, a r a i l r oad  engineer fa r  Missouri-Pacific Lines, purchased the house 



Fmrn No 10-300a 
(ROV. i 0-7a) 

L? NlTtD STATES DEPARl'hILhT OF THE 1NTt:KIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PZACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMTNAmON FORM 

CONTI NU ATIDN SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAG E I 

1 I 
! 

from Mayor Faucette. Like h i s  neighbor, Mr. Farmer was a l s o  interested in local ! 
i 

po l i t i c s ,  serving as an alderman and making two unsuccessful bids fo r  mayor. I 

Farmer's daughter, Mrs. Hazel Farmer Gray, now owns and resides in the house. 
Thus, a single family has occupied the house for t he  past half-century. 

The loss of t h e  Faucette residence at Fourth and Willow makes preservation of 
the Faucette-Farmer-Gray House even more impofiant. The house is one of the mast 
important structures in a neighborhood which r e t a in s  much of i ts h i s t o r i c  character. 

During t h e  past decade nany of t h e  older houses in t h e  neighborhood have 
been destroyed, an6 even now this important s t r u c t u r e  is threatened with demolition 1 
by a governmect agency. Nevertheless, t h e  p~eservatton of t h i s  and neighboring 
structures must occur to enable North Little Rock to retain one of i ts most 
important historic neLghborhoods. 

Individually,  the house is s ignif icant  for its architectural fea tures  and 
h i s ~ o r i c  associa t ions .  As part of an h i s t o r i c  neighborhood, presemtat ion of the 
Faucette-Farmer-Gray House becomes especially important t o t h e  c i t y  of North Little 
Xock . 

* E d i t o r i a l ,  Arkansas Democrat, April 8 ,  1914, p .  10 



Arkansas Democrat, A p r i l  8, June 6, 1914; July 3 ,  1915; March 13, 1938. 
Arkansas Gazette, J u l y  23 ,  1936. 
Thaxton , Hargaret Faucett e . Telephone interview , August 3 0 ,  197 7. 

DGEOGRAP~CAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMfNATEO PROPERTY Less than acre 

~b 15 1 151616!7i410]  13 18[4t6111310 1 s w ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE FASTING 

c w  L L L J  u ' 'OW 1-1 
. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
. i 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE I 
WPORM PREPARED BY 

MA ME / TITLE 

E'rezil P U e r  / Dianna Kirk 
ORGAhllZATlOh DATE 

STREET & NUMSER TELEPHONE 

ClTY OR TOWN STATE 

- 
 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

* I .  r i i ~  EGALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE - LOCAL - 
As the designated State Hlstorlc Preservation Officer for the Nat~onal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that i! has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. ! 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE I 
TITLE DATE 1 

. . IFURNPS USEONLY. . . . , - I 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT7 HIS PROPERTY IS WCLUDED IN  THE NATICNAL REGISTER . . .  

. . . . 
, . * T 

DATE 
 RECTOR. QFFIC.EOF ARCHEOLOGY AND HlSTORrC PRESERVATION 

ATTEST : DATE 

'1 . / 
. i 

, KEEPER OFTHE NATIONAL REGISTER 1 
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JMES PETER FAUCETTE MUSE 
NORTH LITTLE ROCK, mSAS 

Please make the  fallowing corrections: 

7 Description 

Paragraph 1 line 2 change south to north 
parag-aph 2 line 3 change bead t o  dentil 
paragraph.. 3, line- 2 change south to nor th  
paragraph 4 line 2 change Dutch to Flemish 

8 Significance 

paragaph 2 line 1 change Dutch t o  Flemish 
paragraph 2 line 3 strike "resembling hewn woodq1 


