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The Faucette-Farmer-Gray House is a two-and-one-half storey masonry structure, [
square in plan with a projecting bay on the front (south) facade. Centered on |
the north is a two storey bay which serves the kitchen on the first level and on
the second level is an enclosed sleeping space..

The front entrance porch is a single storey shed. Fluted box columns are -
arranged in a cluster of three at both ends of the porch front and ave paired in
the middle. The cornice is beaded. Glass in the entry door, transom and side-
lights is bewveled, as is the glass in the front windows.

The roof of the house is hipped with gabled projections. The wood cornice
is wide and the eaves are deep. 'On the south is a single gabled dormer with
stick work on its double windows. These windows end in the dormer's cornice,
producing a triangular top. The other windows on the south have a similar stick
pattern. The window on the north projection has a mantle-like lintel with a
round window above.

There are two outside corbelled chimpeys. The chimneys and house are finished
in a Dutch bond with headers darker than stretchers. This value change in color
is produced through texture, with the headers make of roughly cut half bricks. !

The entry hall, with a =single turn stair, leads to the kitchen on the south
and to the parlor on the west. The original pocket doors leading off the hall
were replaced c. 1925 with doors, transoms and sidelights of beveled glass.

The most interesting interior feature is the parlor fireplace which has a
blue ceramic-tile hearth and infill around the gas unit mounted in the fire-box.
The mantle is supported by Corinthian capitaled columns. Carving on the capitals
is of fine workmanship.

Pocket doors separate the parlor from the dining room which is decorated with
2 plate mould. The house has its original lighting fixtures.

The house rests on its original site in a residential neighborhood near
downtown North Little Rock. The immediate neighborhood retains much of its turn-
of-the-century character. The house has been continually cccupied since con-
struction and remains in good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Faucette-Farmer-Gray House, constructed ¢. 1912, is one of North Little
Rock's older residences which is significant for both ity architectrual features
and historical associations. The structure is an important part of one of the
city's oldest surviving residential neighborhoods.

A most unusual feature of the house is its brick weneer. Laid in a Dutch
bond pattern, the header bricks are darker in color than the stretcher bricks,
and the surface of the headers is rough cut, resembling hewn wood. The alternating
color and texture of the ‘bricks gives the house a most interesting wall surface.

Other interesting features include the corbelled chimneys, cast stone lugsills
and a one~storey entry porch with boxed, fluted half-columns. The second-storey
indow above the main entry has an unusually heavy entablature with a round window
above. Interior features of note include the original light fixtures, carved
parlor mantle and plumbing system.

The Taucette-Farmer-Gray House was constructed by Mayor James P. Faucette, an
important business and civic leader of North Little Rock. Faucette built two
almost indetical houses on the double lots at the corner of Fourth and Willow
Streets. The corner house, destroyed in the 1970's, was built for the Faucette
family and thus was scmewhat more elaborate. The remaining house was built by
Faucette as rental property.

The Faucette family was instrumental in establishing a sound, workable
government for tha city of North Little Rock. J. P. Faucette's brother, William
C. Faucette. was the city's first mayor following its separation from the eity
of Little Rock in 190%. 1In 1911 James P. Faucette was elected to the First of
his three terms as mayor, serving through 1917.

Mayor James P, Faucette's second re-election was describad in a contemporary
newspaper editorial as "the strongest endorsement they (the citizens) could have
given to progressive ideas and policies as he sees them."® Some of Faucette's
progressive policies included completion of a large sewer and drainage system, an
extensive street-paving program and construction of a city hall. (The North
Little Rock City Hall was added to the Waticnal Ragister of Kistoric Places on
August 5, 1975.)

The h#use was completed about 1912 and was rented+for several years. In 1918
.. John Farmer, a railrcad engineer for Missouri-Pacific Lines, purchased the house
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from Mayor Faucette. Like his neighber, Mr. Farmer was also interested in local
politics, serving as an alderman and making two unsuccessful bids for mayor.
Farmer's daughter, Mrs. Hazel Farmer Gray, now owns and resides in the house.
Thus, a single family has occupied the house for the past half-century.

The loss of the Faucette residence at Fourth and Willow makes preservation of
the Faucette-Farmer-Gray House even more important. The house is one of the most
important structures in a neighborhood which retains much of its historic character.

During the past decade many of the older houses in the neighborhcod have
been destroyed, and even now this important structure is threatened with demolilion
by a governmernt agency. Nevertheless, the preservation of this and neighboring
structures must occur to enable North Little Rock to retain one of its most
important historic neighborheeds.

Individually, the house is significant for its architectural features and
historic associations. As part of an historic neighborhood, preservation of the
Faucette-Farmer-Gray House becomes especilally important tothe city of North Little
Rock .

*Editorial, Arkansas Democrat, April 8, 1914, p. 10
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Please make the following corrections:

7 Description

Paragraph 1 line 2 change
paragraph 2 line 3 change
paragraph..3.1line_2 change
paragraph 4 line 2 change

8 Significance

paragraph 2 line 1 change
paragraph 2 line 3 strike

south to north
bead to dentil
south to north
Dutch to Flemish

Dutch to Flemish
"pesembling hewn wood"




