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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN]} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Walnut Grove Methodist Church, located on Walnut Grove Road {a short connecting
road between Kanis and Burlingame Roads) about twelve miles west of Little
Rock, is the oldest original Methodist Church building in Pulaski County.

The congregation began as a loosely structured Methodist Society that met
for - no telling how long -~ in the old White QOak Grove Public School House
nearby. A Quarterly Conference of Methodist Churches officially chartered
the Walnut Grove Methodist Church on March 8, 1885 but the Church continued
to meet at the White Oak Scheool bhuilding.

The first pastor was the Reverend W. W. Mills, the secretary was Mrs. -
Paralee Bland White, the Presiding Elder was either the Reverend A. W.
Winfield or the Reverend Andrew Hunter, and Charles Galloway was Bishop
of Arkansas Methodism. '

The property, consisting of one acre of land located on the west bank of
Fletcher Creek,was deeded to the first trustees - Josiah Anderson White,
James Motes, and Thomas Bland - by Moses and Rehecca Bland. The secretary,
Paralee Bland, was the dauéhter of the Moses Blands.

Shortly afterward, the present building was erected and has remained
unaltered except for the addition in the 1950's of two small clzssrooms
at the rear of the one-room church.

After a pericd of high water, the bank of the creek ercded toward the
c¢harch, waking it necessary to ease the building over several feet from
the creek, but it sets on the original foundation of fileld stone.

From the beglnnlng it has been known far and wide as the Walnut Grove Church.
The building, an original one-room rural house of worship, 'faces west. The
exterior is of slightly rough-sawn clapboard that has always been painted
white. It is representative of the typical, rural public building of this
area constructed near the turn of the century. The original roof was hand-
river wood shingles, but has been replaced with composition shingles.

The front double deoors, located in the facade of the center west wall,
provide the only entrance into the sanctuary. They are paneled, with
beveled upper and lower insets. Above them is a top pointed louvre
that gives attic circulation.

The ten windows - five on each side of the building - are 1dng-paned
ones with the lower sash for raising to air out the building.

The front steps, made of heavy planks, are three treads and three risers
high.
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The interior is walled and ceiled, entirely with wood planks and have been
painted white. A wall ladder provides access to the attic.

The old pews are the real hallmark of the authenticity of this landmark.
They are made of wide pine planks, one each for the seat and back, and

are put together with square nails, and neatly finished with plain smooth
molding sawed by a local saw mill. They remain in the natural, never
having been stained, painted or ¥arnished. BAll told, they provide seating
for about 80 or 90 persons. -

The floors are of old, four-inch, planed plank flooring.

There is an ¢ld brick flue for a wood-burning stove against the inside
west wall.

The chancel is a simple homemade country style, the top railing being a
wood beam, with vertical rungs attached to it. ~ . A lowex beam secured to
the floor of a ten-inch high platform, extends forward a bit to

provide a kneeling altar.

The pulpit in the center of the platform, is made from the wooden parts of
the original church organ.

Several lovely church appurtenances, or furnishings, the old wall reflector-
backed Xerosene lamps, the central hanging oil lamp, and an antique
secretary used for keeping records and literature, have been preserved,
though vandalism has caused some destruction.

Most of the records of the church, which includes the names of ministers,
presiding elders, bishops, members and financial and other data, from the
beginning, are in good condition.

An old black walnut tree, about as ¢ld as the church, stands in the vard,
as well as numerous redbud and dogwood trees. Many wild flowers such as
oristata iris, deer tongue, Indian pinks grew along the creek bank.

The creek itself, continues to flow the year around, and is the water
source of several swimming holes and clubs along the country side.
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These were .the days of the early circuit riders, and since none of the
small rural churches could support a minister by itself, several churches
were ministered to by one pastor, having one Sunday morning worship service
each month, and a summer revival each year. Sunday school was an every
Sunday event, held by the members themselves. Community singing,an
occasional funeral service, prayer meeting and Bible study classes have
been the orders of the day from time to time. An evening vesper service

is held every third Sunday evening at 6:00, at this time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During this bicentennial year, when authentic history is so much in our
thinking, the Methodist deonomination is restoring hundreds of its
historic edifices in America, not for those walues alone, but for
continued community and church use. The aesthetic and nostalgic are also
values to be cherished and preserved.

Walnut Grove is in the process of 2 face-lifting, being completely restored
to its original appearance with as many of its original furnishings as
possible. Since the denomination is connectional in its origin and policy,
others are providing some money, skill and manpower to bring this about.
Pirst Methodist Church of downtown Little Rock is at present financing

and working with some of the local people to complete this effort during
this historic year.

The state of preservation of this authentic place of worship, in 2 completely

rural setting, is excellent.

Walnut Grove Methodist Church has stood on this plot alongside Fletcher
Creek for nearly a century, as a sentinel of the Christian faith, and
has been open to all people at all times for community and religious
purposes,

Many descendants of these early families living in Arkansas and elsewhere,
as well as local residents, are interested in preserving this historic
landmark, helieving as they do, in its auvthentic worthiness.
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