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1. Name 

historic Union L i f e  Buildjng 

and:orcornrnon Providential Place 

2, Location 
street & number 21 2 Center St ree t  - not for publication 

crty, town L i t t l e  Rock - vicinlf y of congressional district Second 

state Arkansas code 05 Pul aski code 119 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
- district - public +L occupied 
2 building(s) X private unoccupied 
- structure - both X work in progress 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible 
- object - in process - yes: restricted 

- being considered ?L yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
2- commercial - Park 
e d u c a t i o n a l  - private residence 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transpamitton 
- military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name ProvSdential Plate Hori t o n t a l  Pro~ert_v Regimp (See -+ 1 
c/o Jim Guy Tucker, Agent for the Owners 

street number Tucker and Sta-ff~rd-Attorneys, 21 48 First National Bui ldincl 

c~ty ,  town Little Rock - vicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Lesal Description 

courthouse, reuistw of deeds, etc. P u l  as k l  County Courthouse 

street & number 405 West Markham 

citv. town t i t t l e  Rack , t t ,  Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
. - 

Arkansas H i  s tor ic  Preservation Program 
title S t a t e  Survey has this prop- been determined eleglble? X yes - no 

ate 1977 X - federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records Arkansas H i  stori c Preservati on Program 

eitv. town Little Rock Arkansas 



Check arm ' Check me 
- exeelknt -_ deterlarated - una ttered - X odgina! site 
L g o o d  - ruins X altered - moved date IS 

f a i r  - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

The Union L i fe  Building i s  s i tuated  in downtown L i t t l e  Rock on Center Street, w h i c h ,  
a t  the  time o f  the building's constmction, marked the luestern edge o f  the c i t y ' s  
f inanc ia l  d i s t r i c t .  Although construct ion o f  the bui1di;lg c~imeilced i n  1371, 
then planned as the People's L i f e  Insurance Bui ld ing ,  t he  s i t e  was abandoned i n  
early 1912 leaving the bu i ld ing  only p a r t i a l l y  complete, The s t r ~ c t u r e  remained 
unf in ished until 1916 when the property was acquired by the Grand Lodge Ancient 
Order o f  United Workmen and was completed a t  a cost  of $250,000. Designed by 
prominent arch i tec t  George R. Mann, the "TU- shaped el even-story o f f i c e  bui Fdi ng 
juxtaposes the composi t i ona l  elements of the "Chicago Comrc ia l  Sty1 e" popul arized 
by Louis  Sul l  i van w i t h  decorat ive mot i fs  frm' the vocabulary of Gothi a: archi tecture.  
Combined i n  the Union L i f e  Building, these features enabled the a r ch i t ec t  t o  
e x p l a r a  a "modern" design accentuating t h e  v e r t i c a l i t y  o f  t h e  new o f f i c e  t o w e r  
building type w h i l e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the historical imagery of eras pas t .  Cansidered 
by i t s  e a r l y  owners, "the most  beautiful bui ld ing  in the South," the Union L i f e  
Building s t i l l  stands as a distinctive element i n  the contemporary L i t t l e  Rock 
sky1 ine. 

ELABORATION 

S t r u c t u r a l l y  , the "T"-shaped, eleven-story o f f i c e  bui lding i s  comprised of a 
concrete encased s tee1 frame wi th  12-inch b r i  ck masonry cur ta in  wall  construction 
on the north, south and west  elevations. Foming t h e  leg of the "TI\ the north 
and south elevat ions have four bay spans. Pairs of one-over-one double-hung 
rectangular wSndows pierce each bay o f  the curtain wall w i t h  the exception o f  the 
fou r th  b a y  o f  the  south elevation which i s  s l i g h t l y  recessed to articulate t he  
elevator core. The windows o f  the eleventh story o f  the building's side elevations 
are small square single pane o~enings,  The three 53;' west elevation ferns t he  base 
o f  the leg o f  the  "7". I t s  fenestration consists of pairs of one-over-one 
double-hung wind~ws along the center a x i s  of the bu i ld ing  f laaked by one window on 
e i t h e r  side. The tenth f loor  west e l e v a t i o n  has f i v e  windows whi le three small 
windows 1 i g h t  the e l  eventh f loor, The h o r i  rontal member o f  the "f" i s  formed by 
the s l i g h t l y  pro ject ing two bay eastern ends o f  the n o r t h  and south elevations 
and the principal ( e a s t )  facade. 

Unlike the br ick  curtain wall of the Uniov L i f e  Building" other  elevations, i t s  
principal facade has a three bay span finished in w h i t e  glazed terra c o t t a  t i le 
cast i n  an a c t i  ue array af Gothic motifs. As dic ta ted  by the Chicago Style, th is 
facade i s  penetrated by three slightly recessed segmental arched openings wi th  an 
overhansinp cznopy a t  one-story height a r t i c u l a t i n g  the principal entrance o f  t h e  
bui 1 d l  ng whl ch occupies the central archway. Banding accentuates the arch surrounds, 
appearing much l i k e  carved stone portals, and quatrefoils and crests embellish the 
e x t e r i o r  expression o f  the second floor structure as i t  penetrates each arch. The 
building's seven-story s h a f t  i s  composed of bay winduws, o f ten  referri?d t o  i s  this 
structural context as "Chicago w i  ndmqs" , set between engaged columns which ri se fram 
Gothic  ornamented brackets almost uninterrupted t a  the bu i  ld ing 's parapet. :,lore 
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restrained Goth i c  decoration embellishes the ho r i zon ta l  structural members. The 
engaged co? umns emphasize t he  vertical expression o f  the facade and complement 
the Gothic cha rac te r  o f  the bu i l d ing "  decorative scheme. Originally, the 
building was capped by a two-story element cons is t ing  o f  a range o f  narrow, 
trefoi 1 -shaped arched surmounted by a decorative parapet  en1 ivened w i t h  sp i res  
and battlements. 

In 1943, the Union L i f e  Insurance Company acquired the building and in 1958 
conducted a ma j a r  renovat ion. Du r i  ng this renova tion a twel f t h  f 1 oor penthouse 
and mechanical rooms were added a t  t h e  unfortunate cos t  of the  loss o f  the 
b u i l d i n g ' s  parapet.  A l a t e r  renovation i n  1977 saw the original meta l  sash 
windows on the east  and west elevations replaced by bronze aluminum windows. 
Fortunately, these are sensitively i d e n t i c a l  i n  scale and propor t ion  t o  the 
o r i  g i  na1 w i  ndows. The i n t e r i o r  of the  bui 1 d i  ng , h i  stori cal ly  1 ess s i  gni f i c a n t  
than the exter ior ,  has undergone many changes, re ta in ing  little of i t s  o r i g i n a l  
fabr ic .  
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In December o f  1980, the Union L i f e  Building (AOUW Building) was purchased by 
O f f i c e  Building Associates,  IRC. (OBA) and renamed Prov iden t ia l  Place. 
Inmediately after  i t s  purchase and conversion t o  condominium by OBA a l l  units,  
representing 100% of the  b a s i c  value of t he  condominium, were sold, i n  varying 
por t ions ,  t o  t h e  following: Prov iden t i a l  Life Insurance Company, Center Street 
Company ( together known as the Prov ident i  a1 P l  ace Horizontal Property Regime) , 
a partnership consisting o f  James L. Holsted, Brucy Wayne Holsted, David P a r r ,  
W i  lliarn D a n i e l  Thomas, Jr . ,  James Guy Tucker, Jr. and Betty Tucker, his w i f e ,  
and Wi 11 i a m  Daniel Thomas, Jr. and Johnnie Nell Thomas, h i s  w i f e .  





Period 
- prehistarlc 
- 1400-1 499 
- 150&1599 
- 1600-1899 
- 1700c1799 
- 1800-1899 
1L 190& 

Areas ot Significance-Cheek and justlfy below 
- arc>eology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  mllgion 
- arcnealogy-historic - conservation - law - science 
.agriculture - econamlcs - literature - sculpture 
L architecture - education - milltary - sueiali 
- art - engineering - music humanltarlan 
- commerce - exploratlon:settlement p h i l o s o p h y  - theater 
- communications - industry - pol iticSfgovernmmt - transp?atian 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 191 1 , 191 7 Builder!Architect GeOrqe R .  rlann - 
Stetcrment of SignHicance (in one paragtaph) 

The work o f  prominent architect George R. Mann, the  Union L i fe  Building i s  
unique among L i t t l e  Rock's early twentieth-century o f f i c e  towers. The building 
i s  a f i n e  example o f  the Chicago Style o f  commercial architecture pioneered in 
the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries by Louis Sul l  i v a n  and 
Burnham and Root. Clearly derived from t h e  Sullivan skyscraper, t he  Union L i f e  
Bui 3dj  ng' s p r j n c i p a l  facade i s  organized i n t o  a base, curtain-wal led s h a f t  and 
d e f i n i t i v e  crow3 x i  t A  f 1 uent  ornarnent appl ied.  on1 y t o  emghasise 3nd enhznce the 
power and di  k-ection o f  t he  buildin9's structure. Especially noteworthy i s  the 
abundant Gothi c insp ired  terra c o t t a  ornament t h a t  enriches the principal facade. 
The use of t h e  Gothic vocabulary adds to the unusual and innovat ive arch i  tecturat 
character  of the building. It i s  the only L i t t l e  Rock building that truly depicts 
t h e  decorative potential a f  the early skyscraper form. In spi te  of a 1958 
a1 terati on t h a t  cost  the structure i t s  original Gothi c-ornamented parapet, the 
composi t i  onal and proportional components that convey the essence of the Chicago 
s ty le  survive intact. The Union L i f e  B u i l d i n g  also warrants recognition as an 
impor tan t  example o f  t h e  work o f  its arch i tec t .  Recognized as one o f  Arkansas" 
most s i gni f i cart early twentieth-century archi tezts  , I%nn was r~sacnsitrl e fw the 
design o f  a wealth of important, largely Classical , structures throcghor!t t h e  s ta te ,  
includjng the  Pulaski County Courthouse (1912, NR listed 18 October 79791, the 
Fordyce Bathhcuse (1914, NR listed 14 November 1974), the Arkansas Gazette Bui lding 
(1908, NR listed 22 October 19761, and an early design f o r  t h e  Arkansas Sta te  
Capi t o1  Cc. 1909-1912, NFE 1 i s t e d  28 June 1974). As a rest11 t o f  his traicing w i t h  
W i  1 l i am R. Ware a t  T-7assachusetts Ins t i  tv te  of Techno1 ogy and h i s  p r a c t i c e  w i  t h  
Beaux Arts t ra ined E d w ~ r d  Jacques Eckel , fiann' s, background was firmly rooted in 
Classicism. In t h i s  building, h i s  pleasing adaption o f  Gothic mo t i f s  i s  testimny 
t o  his design adroitness and f l e x i b i l i t y .  The magnificently designed and detailed 
Union L i f e  3uilding remains an architecturally s i g n i f i c a n t  landmark i n  the L i t t l e  
Rock sky1 ine and a t r ibute  t o  the rna.ny facets of i t s  designer's expertise. 



9. Major Bibliogradhical References 
Arkansas Gazette, November 5, 191 7 ; January 1, 191 8; Februa ry 28, 1918. 
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I 0. Geographical Data :- - :... . ,.<*A-3 !-:A& . 

Acreage of nominated property 
. I 6 1  Acres 

Quadrangle name -L=1-e Rock 
Y MT References 

Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale me-. - 

Zone Easting Northing 

. -. 

Verbaf boundnty descriptfon and 'ustifleatiom 
Lot  9 ,  Block 97,  original City; L i t t l e  Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas 

&Id all status end counties 'for propertks ovsrlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

stata code county code 

I 1 Form Prepared By 
Greqq R. Peckham, Intern Archi tect ,  edited Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  

nameitftre ~ro&am S t a f f  ( e g j  

organlzatfonRoark, Perkins & Kennedy - Arch i tec ts  date December 22, 1981 

street & number 71 3 Nest Second Street telephone (501 1 372-0272 

citv or town L i t t l e  Rock state Arkansas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within tho state is: 

- national -- state X - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natlonal Historle Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubtic Law 84- 
6651, 1 hereby nominate thls property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated t 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and 

L-ijC Wilson Sti les  
State Hlstoric Presetvation Oflicer s lgnature 

w 1- 

State  H i s  teric Preservatj an Officer 
title date 

2 1561 
I 

For HCRS u# only 
I hereby csrtiiy that thlr propew Is lncludd In the Natlonal Reglster 

I c?%&* (47_-r~ 
. ; ': Ksapsr  ol the N s t l o ~ l  Register 
i 

Attsst: - d m  

,- #' G P C  338 1 3 !  


