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. date entered

1. Mame

historic PECPLES BUITLDING & LOAN BUITDING

and/or common BATHURST PUITDING - Coa

2. Location

street & number 213-217 West Second Street Np— not for publication
clty, town Tdttle Rock MNA_ vicinity of songressiorintdisiicl  Socond
state Arkansas code 05 county Pulaski code 119
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—__ distriet — public — occupied — agriculture — museum
_X building(s) _X_ private —X_unoccupied —X_ commercial — park
—structure ___ hoth — work In progress — educational — private residence
—— Site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
— . object N4 in process _X_ yes: restricted —— government —__scientific

NA_ being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation

—no — military ——-Other:

4. Owner of Property

name Gans Building Partnership

streel & number P.O, BQX 7415

city, town Little Rock, A NA_ vicinity of : state Arkansas
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pulaski County Courthouse

street & number 405 West Markham

city, town Little Rock , state Arkansas
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Little Rock Main Street Historic Survepas this property been determined eligible? __yes _X no

date 1977 —federal ____state ___ county _¥_ local

depository for survey records  Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

city, town  Little Rock state Arkansas




' 7 Description

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent —_deterlorated unaltered —X_original site
—good — ruins £ altered — _moved  date
—X fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance
SUMMARY :

This structure is a small three-story commercial building of brick and limestone
with decorative terra cotta. The building carbines sparse classical details with
compact clear massing,suggesting perhaps its architect was aware of the emerging
Prairie School styles. Seen in this context, this building represents the transitional
period between the Revival styles of the nineteenth century and Modern styles of
the twentieth century.

ETABORATTON :

Elements suggesting Prairie School influence include the use of brown brick in
c:r:isply defined wall planes; the front wall facade expressed in clean lines empha-
sizing structural system over decorative. emhelllsi‘ﬁrents, .and horizontal .banding on
the facade strengthened by the térra cotta cormice projecting above the third floor.
The cornice is surmounted by a low brick parapet terminating at each corner in
brick piers. The parapet and piers are capped with stone coping.

Another prominent stylistic characteristic apparent in the building's front is
the grouping of second and third story windows, bounded and delineated through
vertical segmentation, into three bays of fenestration framed by bands of recessed
and projecting brickwork in a "checkerboard" pattern. (The cross tension created
between vertical elements and horizontal banding is typical of Prairie School
architecture.) The restrained reference to historical style in favor of a spare
classicism, seen in.the detailing of the facade, alsc hints at Prairie School
influences. Besides the before mentioned cornice, this same restraint is illustrated
in the horizontal banding.of recessed brick between the upper floors' window bays.
Also, a single Ionic columm separates the two center window bays that are above
the entrances- . . _ . .o e RN -

As a deliberate departure from the spare style of the body .of, the building,
the detailing of the entyrance structure is the most elaborate and least vernacular
element. It demonstrates the pervasive influence of the Classical Revival style
and consists of a triangular pediment upheld by scrolls with acanthus leaf deco~
ration framing a high doorway. This element isan accent, a bow to classicism
juxtoposed to Prairie School restraint placing the building again in its historical
context of bridging stylistic influences.



8. Significance

[

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
——prehistorlc ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___landscape architecture ___refigion
— 1400-1498 _ archeciogy-historic -__. conservation — law —— Science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —— ECANOMICS — literature — sculpture
——1600-1699 _x_ architecture — education _... military — social/
— 1700-1799 ___art —. . engineering — music humanitarian
— 1B0D-1893 ___ commerce ____ exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
—X 1900~ —— communications — industry — politicsigovernment ___ transportation

—— invention — other [specity)
Specific dates 1903 Builder/Architect Unknosm

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph) o R o - o
SUMMARY :

The Peoples Building and Loan Building is architectirally significant due to its
uniqueness of style in Little Rock and in the immediate area. Its early reference to .
the Prairie School, clean facade lines and crisp definition of the wall plan on the
north facade represent a unique blend of architectural elements in this early-
twentieth century commercial structure. Today, the building plays an important role
as a linking element between the Oassical architecture style found in the - -
Gazette Building to the east and the skyscraper, Pyramid Life Building, just to
the west. Further, it significantly contributes to the owverall historic texture
of downtown.

ELABORATION:

The building was built for the Peoples Building and Loan Association by L.B. lLeich
and Solomon and Gus Gans, all prominent, local businessmen. leigh was the most prominent
of the group, as he was not only ocne of the leading businessmen in Little Rock but also
a politician active in the state legislature. In 1872, after nwmg to Little Rock,
he organized L.B. Ieigh Company, which became“cne of the largest insurance agencies in
the state. Ieigh served as president of the Peoples Building & Loan Association {in-
corporated in 1884 and still operating today) during the‘early-1900's, and after the
Peoples Building opened in 1903, located both the Building and Loan Asscciation and his
insurance agency there. During the early 1900's, West Second Street wac home to -
mmercus insurance and finance companies. In 1906, there wereten insurance companies
located in the 100-200 blocks of West Second, three of which were locited in the
Pecples Building. In 1907 and 1908, of the twelve building and loan asscciations
located in the city, five were on West Second Street. The insurance companies in
the two block area numbered seventeen; four of these were located in the Peoples
Building and five in the Southern Trust Building, its new neighbor. Between 1911
and 1915, the building was renamed the Gans Building as Pecples relocated to
210 West Second Street. By 1925, the building was sold to Dr. William R. Bathurst,

a prominent Little Rock physician. Although Bathurst never officed in the building,

a major abstract company was located there, Little Rock Abstract & Guaranty Company.

James Penick and Wilbur Gulley, members of two of Little Rock's most prominent finan-
cial families, were employees of Little Rock Abstract during this time. The Bathurst
Building, as it was then known and remains today, suffered from the Depression during

the early 1930's. In 1934, the Bathurst Building contained a land company, a fraternal
organization, labor offices and a number of vacant offices. During the 1940's, Beach
Abstract Company moved into the building and remained there until the mid 1970's. The
last remaining tenant in the building today is William Bathurst, Jr., son of Dr. Bathurst.



©. Major Bibliographical References

Arkansas and Its Pecple, Vol. IIT, 1930
City Directories, City tle Rock, 1900 to present
Fire Insurance Maps of Ar » Sanborn Insurance Company, 1885-18592

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1ess than 1 acre
Quadrangle nameLittle Rock Quadrangle scale _1:24000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification . ~

- e o [y
P EE g, -

East 46,7 ft. of lots 1 & 2 Block 82 Original City of L:.ttle Rock, Arkansas

S ege s

Lizt all states and countles for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N /A code county B code

state ' code’ county i co'dg

11. Form Prepared By

namertitle

Arkansas HJ.stonc Preserve

organization Gans Building Partnership , date 5/04/87  tion Program.
street & number P.0. Box 7416 telephone -501-664-5000 - - .- R
clty ortown Little Rock state Arkansas

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

. nationa) —. State X local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for tne National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 83—
665}, | hereby nominate this property for in in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fort National Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signaiure / —a

title s H120 7 date V—={6-F2.

For NPS use only ,
I hereby certify that this propertv is included in the National Register . - .

i e

date

Keeper of the Natibﬁai Register

Alttest: » : : TR R 3 i date
Chief of Registration i
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