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mq Ino Marshall Square Historic District is comprised of s ix t een  archit~cturally 
s i g n i f i ~ ~ t  buildings. Dating frorn the ear ly  20th centuzy, few of the district's 
buildings have undergone major alterations. These sixteln houses \.rere b u i l t  for 
r en ta l  p r o p r t y  and arc virtually identical to each other except for minor var- 
i a t i o n s  in roof l i n e s  or porch placement. 

blarsha l l  Square has e i g h t  houses facing 17th Street 2nd eight housgs fac ing  18th 
Street.  It retains the scale w d  density of early 20th Century r e n t a l  kauses. 
The district is primarily co;rmercial residential in chzszcter- Each u n i t  is a 
V i c b r i a n  cottage suitzble for single-family <welling. 

Bui ld ings  contributing to 'the character of. the d i s t r i c t :  
. . ,  

The Marshall Square historic dis t r ic t  consists of  s i x t e e n  frz~.e single-fzcely res- 
idences. Each of the  sixteen housesJ for a l l  practical pxposes3 is identiczl. The 
houses have four-inch hatherboard exteriars and hi,gh hip roofs. Fish scale s i d i n g  
is present around some of the dormer windor-1s. A l l  of the wiv-dows are double-hung 
w i t h  f o u r  or e igh t  liqhts, Six of the houses on 17th Street have 14 colored l i g h t s  
surrounding a larger central l i gh t .  All houses have a brick chimney co3necting 
to a flue in t h e  houss. All af the  houses are one storey mounted on iers. The 
fronts of the houses have brick famdations.  The f roat  2orcbes zre  about 200 
sqbare feet .  Tney have wooden-decks ane tti3 enfrances on the  front parch, Each 
house is 1,036 square feet .  The houses have v:aed floor joist ,  pine  f l o o r ,  plaster 
walls 2nd 10' foot ceilings. TIae plans consist of tr-?o b2dr03rs,  l i v i n g  roon, d in ing  
r o m ,  ki tchen and bath. 
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Marshall Square is a well-preserved group oE early %-antieth Century rug houses. 
Occl~pying an e n t i r e  c i t y  blozk h the c i t y  a£ Little Rock, t h e  s i x t e e n  structures * 

present a gaoa exanple of vernacular arc21itec"lre. As a group, these houses 
naintain a strong l i n k  to the history of L i t t l e  Rock through their Cesign and 
co'n?sive placement on the b1ocl.r. In Spi'te of' '2- f ie -~  school -%ping cozstructed to . 
the nor th  in ths block across 17th Street an3 Interstzte-30 across McAl~.09t  Street  
to the east, Marshal l  Squwc r e t e i n s  the a~.bier.cp, &?d szale of a grouping or' early 
Ttcsntieth Century residences, The block referzed to as Tlzrsha l l  Squzre i s  kunder l  
on t h e  cast  by McLIrnont Street, by 18th S?reet on the south, 172h on the n o r W  and 
Vance on t h e  west. 

In 1905 b y .  Jo%e>hus C . Marsh311 acquire5 t he  pro3erky where the s i x t e e n  houses are 
situated. The land was a part of the Dragg Ysta.f;e . ,. which included a l a rc je  section 
of tke now his tor ic  r e s i d e n t i a l  area of ~ i t k l e  Rock. A t  the t i m e  of Marshall's 
purchase, t h ~  land was considered on the o u t s k i r k s  of the city. R ~ c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  
eh2k  3, C. I~larshall had c ~ m ~ l e E e i ~ ' ~ a i d  f o r  t i e :  prd2erty 5y 1913- I n  1917-19lG .- 
1~:z~sSal l  constnctcd the sjxteen s t ruc turcc  on the 51mk as ren-1 pragerty. 
Eight of the houses were b u i l t  f a c i n ~  17th S t r e e t  a:d e i q h t  facing 18th S t r c ~ t -  
The nlddkz  portion of the black was ogen specc. 

A t  the t i m e  of construction of the houses, thz area {<as strictly residential. 
several cha~yes hzve occurred to the neigl&o~i?ood cine?. Interstate-30 is ad-jzc-lrlt 
to the property on the  east .  On the north, an e n t i r ?  block of horns hes been razed. 

' T:?e Arkansas  Highway Department  is constructing an elementary s c h m 1  on this site. 
Thn next bloc:; nor th  (15th an3 1 6 t h  s t reets) '  will be the .  In ters ta te  30430 i n t e r -  
change. 

Josephus C. 1,IarshaLl was barn in 1656 and dicd in 1426. He was a proninent l z~v-zr  
and real-estate dcvelo_per in L i t t l e  R o d : .  t . I a r s h a l l  Square ranzined in t h e  same 
fa:r,ily m t i l  1978 when the p r e s e n t  or.Fers purchzsed the block.  

Th- u n i q u e n ~ s s  of I-iarshall Square lies in the similerity in desicjn and cohesive 
placement on one block of sixteen houses. P l a n s  crr! %ding fnrmulated to develop 
the block and r , a i> ta in  t h e  early Twentieth Century c h ~ m  and archi tec tura l  f e z t u r e s  
of the exteriors ,  %'he central area i s  tn be utilized a s  a green area for use by 
all resiCents of the b l o c k .  
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