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7 Name 

histork L i t t l e  Rock C i  

and Or common 

street d number 506 t;p7t 

crly, town. . k i  tt] Rock . . - . . . -vicinity of congressional district s a  
.. ( .  I , . . . .  . .  - ' I  ., 1 .*.' . 

code 05 cOuntY'. ~ ~ j ~ 5 k - i '  . ,;.c ' ' state Arkansas .. ..- code I 1 q 

3. .ClassJ-fZca-lion 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district public X occupied - agriculture - museum 
1 SuiEding(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress - educalional - private residence 

( , site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment - religious 
- object - i n  process y e s :  restricted 7(- government - scientific 

- being considered 2 yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- .  . : t -  , , - -mi l i tary  . ;.-. - .-ofher: 

4. Owner 0 4  Proper%y . . . - . . . . .  . . . . .  . 

name 

. 
city. town L i t t l e  Rock - vicinity of state Arkansas 72201 

5,  Location of Lesal Des;c;rjso"6ion 

courthouse. registry of deeds, ete. PoYLa.ski c ~ ~ n t ~ & ~ ~ t b ~ ~  

street a number 405 West Markham 

cily. town L i t t l e  Rock state Arkansas 72201 

6. Repvesentation in Existing Surveys . 

HtFc Ark. ' H i  Spr-reeservatioaSwvey has :his property been determined elegible? X yes - no 

, date 
1976 - federal L state - county - local 

denository for survey records A&a-n-5 as Hi s toOr j i c~+est i  rva t i on Program 

w n L i t t l e  Rock state Arkansas 72201 



Condition Check one Cheek one 
- cxcellenf - deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 
-A- good . ruins L altered m o v e d  dale 

, - farr - unexposed e$ +.;:;&: 
.ye: 

Describe the present and original [ i f  known) physical appearance 

The Little Rock City Hall was constructed i n  1907 according t o  t h e  des lgn  o f  L i t t l e  Rock 
arch i  t e c t  Char1 es Thompson. Thompson's design embraces the Classical Roman elements - 
t h a t  formed t h e  bas i s  of t h e  I t a l i a n  Renaissance style, and i t  fs one of the  f i n e s t  
Renaissance Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g s  -fn the state. Its heavily rust icated ground floor, h igh  
ce'iltnged "piano nobi.1e" (second f l o o r ) ,  stone s t r i n g  courses, prominent Classicail 
c o r n i c e ,  and crowning stone bal ustrade are  a? 1 essential characteristics o f  the High- 
Renaissance pub1 i c  b u i 7  d ings  from which  t h e  City Hal 1 i s  derived. 

City Hall i s  a three-story structure whose ri g i  d ,  Renaissance-i nspi red principal facades 
( the  south elevation f a c i n g  Markham Street and the east  elevation f a c i n g   roadway) syg- 
ges t a symnetrical p l an .  The del ineation o f  the rear of t h e  bwil ding i s  irregu7 a r ,  
however, a n d  y ie lds  t o  the  functional  requirerents o f  c o n d u c t i n g  c i t y  government. 

The f r o n t  (south)  e leva t ion  o f  the building consists o f  three bays o f  equal s ize .  She 
central  bay i s  s l i g h t l y  recessed and features a monumental entrance p o r t i c o .  The brick- 
work of  t h e  ground f l o o r  wall was executed i n  a manner t h a t  gives the impression o f  
r u s t i c a t e d  s t o n e ,  w h i l e  the  corners o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  a r t i c u l a t e d  w i t h  b r i c k  t h a t  i s  
suggestive o f  q u o i n i n g .  Each o f  the f l a n k i n g  bays held pa i r s  o f  small, square windows 
on t h e  ground f loo r ,  great Roman arched openings  that  once h e l d  finely a r t i cu la ted  
P a l l a d i a n  windows on t h e  second f l o o r ,  and larger, square windows on the t h i r d  floor. 
Harrow a t t i c  windows appear di rec t ly  under  the cornice. 

.....' 
The a r c h i t e c t ' s  use e f  decorative stone detail i s  noteworthy. A band o f  egg-and-dart 
maulding  s e t  between t w o  broad stone bands distinguishes t h e  ground f l o o r  from the  upper 
ranges of the b u i l d i n g .  S t o n e  s t r i n g  courses appear between the second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  
and between t h e  t h i rd  f loor  and the  a t t i c .  Additional stone bands appear between t h e  
s p r j n g  1 ines o f  t h e  arches, Stone s i  11s and mouldings surround the  second and t h i r d  
f l oo r  windows. Keystones articulate t h e  r a d i a t i n g  brick arches, and brackets define 
t h e  centerpoi  n t  o f  t h e  th i rd-f loor  window 1 i ntel s. A heavy, d e n t i l  ed cornice, surmounted 

. by a simple yet Classically d e t a i l e d  and propor t ioned  bal ustrade, caps the bui ld ing .  

The entry p o r t i c o  was conceived i n  an a p p r o p r i a t e l y  grand manner. IS i s  elevated sev- 
era2 feet  above the street  grade and the design conveys the imagery of a ""temple o f  
government." The two-story p o r t i c o  i s  supported by fluted columns of the Ionic order. 
I t  terminates i n  a d e n t i l e d  corn ice  and Classically detai led balustrade r e i t e r a t i n g  
the design o f  the  elements t h a t  define the roofscape. The p o r t i c o  features a f l u t ed  
architrave, and t h e  otherrfise unembellished f r i e z e  bears the  i n s c r i p t i o n  "City Halla1 
below a nar row band of egg-and-dart  mou ld ing .  Addit ional  entrances through less f i n e l y  
a r t i cu l a t ed  p o r t i c o s  o f  a smaller scale  a p p e a r  on t h e  Broadway side o f  t h e  building. 

The Broadway (east )e levat ion c o n s i s t s  o f  a w i d e  central bay f lanked by two  projecting 
corner bays. The sou th  bay i s  designed i n  exactly t he  same fashion as the corner bays 
o f  the Markham Street facade; t he  n o r t h  bay has two t a l l  , Roman-arched open ings .  The 
second- and t h i r d  f loor  elevat ions o f  this broad c e n t r a l  area are  peneti-ated by seven 
unembel 3 i shed w i  ndows . 
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The p r i n c i p a l  facades o f  City Ha11 a r e  faced w j  t h  bu f f - co lo red  pressed b r i c k .  
The r u s t i c a t e d  basement walls are granite.  The rear (nor th)  facade of the  bui7 d- 
ing i s  a l s o  faced w i t h  brick.  However, because o f  its lack o f  visibility f r om 
Markham and Broadway, t h i s  elevat ion i s  devoid o f  t h e  careful a t t e n t i o n  t o  sym- 
metry, Cl a s s i  cal embell i shment, and acutely executed deta i  1 t ha t  render t h e  striking 
s t ree t  facades so a t t r a c t i ve .  

Ci ty  Hall was once surmounted by a dominant r i b b e d  dome r i s i n g  f rom t h e  square 
base  s t i l l  evident  atop t h e  building. The dome was demolished i n  1956, b u t  i t  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  note that Thompson's f i r s t  design f a r  the City Hal 1 d i d  n o t  include 
a done. 

On the interior, the blue, green, and gold designs in the  leaded-glass ceiling o f  
t h e  ro tunda  create  an a t t r a c t i v e  focal feature. Originally the entire p u b l i c  area 
o f  the b u i l d i n g  was floored with mosaic  tiles, and wainscoting o f  Georgia mrble 
rose t o  a h e i g h t  o f  f i v e  f e e t  along t h e  p u b l i c  c o r r i d o r s ,  h a l l s  and s t a i r s .  In- 
terior col umns and pilasters are o f  t he  same materia'l . Classical detailing 
executed in plaster,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  d e n t i l i n g  and t h e  predominant egg-and-dart 
p a t t e r n ,  p r e v a i  1 s in the cornices , mouldings, and  column and pilaster capitals  
o f  these spaces. 

w - The building's e v o l u t i o n  to meet contemporary standards a n d  the  city's needs is 
obvious even upon casua l  i nspec t ion .  Remodell ing undertaken i n  1960 i n c l u d e d :  
i n s t a l l  a t i o n  o f  central  hea t i ng  and a i r  condi t i m i n g ;  new w i r i n g ,  1 i ght S i  xtures, 
and elevators ; expansion o f  o f f i c e  spaces; lowering a f  cei 1 i n g s ;  p a i n t i n g ,  The 
m o s t  d i s t r e s s ing  aspect o f  t h i s  " ' r enova t ion"  work w a s  the b r i c k i n g - i n  of t h e  w i n -  
dows. While this  construction detracts from t h e  esthet ic  impac t  and  beauty of the 
b u i l d i n g ,  the  change i s  by no means irreversible. Alternative solutions may be 
explored and t h e  Renaissance-like grandeur  a f  the City Hall may be restored. 



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1 4 0 S f  499  
- t 500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1 7010-1 799 
- 1800-1 899 
-.L 1 goo- 

Areas of SignificaneeCheek and justify below 
- archeolagy-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law -science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture .+$.'* 

architecture - education - military - social1 
- ard - engineering - music hurnanttarian 
- commerce - explorationtsettlement philosophy - theater 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  - industry 1 potitics/governrnent - transporfation 

- Invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1907 RuilderlArchitect Charles Thampsnrt 

Statement of Significance (in'one paragraph) 

The grand opening o f  t he  L i t t l e  Rock C i t y  Hal l  on April 75 ,  1908, was eagerly 
awaited. According t o  the Arkansas Gaze t te ,  i t  became "one o f  t h e  greatest 
events o f  i t s  k i n d  i n  t h e  his tory o f  Little Rock." An estimated 10,000 people 
f i l e d  t h r o u g h  the  b u i l d i n g  well i n t o  t h e  n i g h t ,  inspecting i t s  corridors, caurt- 
room o f f i c e s ,  a n d  meeting rooms. Designed by Charles Thompson o f  L i t t l e  Rock, 
the City Hall was a t  t h e  t i m e  considered a great showplace and  a symbol of 
refinement. It was a c i v i c  center appropriate t a  a m a t u r i n g  community. The 
L i t t l e  Rock City Ha17 adequately served virtually a l l  of  t h e  c i t y ' s  i m p o r t a n t  
o f f  i ces a n d  agencies , i ncl udi ng a muni ci pal court  and t h e  Pol i c e  Department, 
th rough  t h e  W Q P ~  d War I1 era. In the 1950s and ear ly  1960s, a f t e r  L i t t l e  Rock 
had almost t r i p l e d  i t s  1908 populat5on, the  b u i l d i n g  became crowded and severa l  
departments were removed to new facilities. For a time the 0 1  d b u i l d i n g  fe l l  
i n t o  d i s f a v o r  w i t h  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s .  There  was t a l k  of r a z i n g  t he  o l d  building 
and c o n s t r u c t i n g  a new c i ty  h a l l .  But i n  t h e  l a s t  decade, the building regained 
much o f  i t s  stature.  I t  has been adapted t o  contemporary needs o f  t he  c i t y ,  and 
remins a useful and s ign i f ican t  political and  architectural monument. The arch- 
i tect's use o f  grand Classical elements i n  a s ty le  inspired by the I t a l i a n  
Renaissance, makes i t one o f  Arkansas's f i n e s t  Renaissance Revival  b u i l d i n g s .  
Reaching o u t  i n  t w o  directions t o  articulate one of downtown L i t t l e  Rock's b u s i e s t  
corners, the City Hall  i s  a p i v o t a l  element i n  the c i t y ' s  h i s t o r i c  cluster o f  gov- 
ernmental bui l d i n g s  . 
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Verbal boundary deserction an~r jtsifieafioa E a s t  hal f  of Block 121. y- ig inal  c i t y .  B0ur.t:d 
by t h e  C'e'ntral Fi.7 StaiStr:~ -- the ~a Harpe ~ ~ ~ l ~ v a r 2  r 2 e  nor th .  Eroadl~~ay :n 
"Lhe east ,  and li'es: '.larkhaln ,:., t h e  s i u t h .  . . . . 

List 311 states and courl.ies for I > r \ v L w i e s  autrfaDping state m r  county bou-*s 

5131C a d e  county code 

i t  ale ~ a d e  county code - ( 7 rorm P.3r03arex;zi Sy 
-,. name t i t le E t h e l  Gooi:%i n , Al.c:-4xectL'rll ~j stori an, Robert B e s : ~ .  71 s tor ian - 

srlanization Arka ~ S Z S  '-: t o p i  l: ;g~lSBPVa::On Prograin date SEP:=-TGP 20, 1979 
-- 

rtreel 8 number S u i t e  '50 c 
- /  >-!!.!t:2~nta'i Zu i ld ina telephone :;',:71-?763 

c l t ~  crr town L i tt 7 e Ro-,! state Arka~r:? 72201 

2 .  Sta9e H i s t o r i c  9yeseyyatjon pffjczr Csr3if icatjon 
- he cvalwaled significance -1- :his propctlr ,+thin the state is: 

- 
- national -- 

- - S-Y:~ ,- X local 
A s  The designated Stah? Hls;-.nr. P r r s e ~  r . r r x - t ,  ~ f f ~ ~ :  far the National Historic prcservarzrr i C ?  of 1965 (Public Law 6" 
5651, 1 hereby nominafc t h m  :fr.ocrly lor ,-,Izsion National Aeqjstcr and tert:fy T= f nas been evaiuated 
according to Ihe ctilerla :racedurea -.- t odh  by ;he Herrtage Conservation and Fir--on Service. 

Slaro Hlsteric Presorvatian m c e r  sign.*[- --- - - 

::I@ S t a t e  H i  s tori  c F-!serva r - ,-- off? p r  = September 21. 197; 
. , > A +  . - - 

s. - 0 . 1  1 
.I ,.,- ' , , -- . ; :" ..' " ' " : 1 hereby ccrtlly that rhis 5roperty is I m d e d  in the National Register 
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