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$ Name 

historic L i t t l e  Rock Cent ra l  Fire Station UTM. I ~ / . T G L . ? ~ . W ~ S ~ ~ O  

andbr common 

streel 8 number 520 West Markham - not lor publication 

city. town L i t t l e  Rock - vicinity of congressional district Second 

state Arkansas code 05 county P u l a s k i  code 1 19 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district public - X occupied - agriculture - museum 
L building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - W O T ~  En progress - edl;cational - private residenee 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - .. entertainment - religious 
- object - in process y e s :  r~strietad government - scientific 

-being considered A yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

name Ci ty  o f  L i t t l e  Rock, C i t y  Hall 
- 

street ,% number 500 West Rarkharn 5 J ? ' - Q { - I L  
u 

city, town li t t l e   ROC^ - vicinity of state Arkansa s 72201 

5. Location of L e q a i  Descriratlon 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pp l l  as ki County Courthouse 

street t number 405 Wes t Ma rkham 

L i t t l e  Rock city. town state Arkansas 72201 

E. Representation in Exiszing Surveys 
X 

y' tit" Ark ,  H j s to& preselLa&n SL3 rVey has  this properly been determined e legible? - ycs _, no 

date 3976 X - ledcral - state - county - iocal 

de~ository for sutvey records Arkansas Historic Preserva t ion  Program 

citv. town 
L i t t l e  Rock 

state 
Arkansas 72201 



4 

Condition Chcck one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 

X - goad - ruins -& altcred - moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

- .- 

Descr ibe  the  present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

The Central Fire S t a t i o n  was constructed i n  1913. ~ i t t ~ d  Rock a r c h i t e c t  Charles 
Thompson, aided by associa te  a r ch i t e c t  Tom Harding,designed the bu i ld ing . '  The 
b u i l d i n g  i s  a f ine  example of t h e  Neo-Classical c i v i c  architecture t h a t ,  as a 
result of the Beaux Arts infl.uence, f lour ished in  t h i s  country d u r i n g  the f i r s t  
decades o f  the t w e n t i e t h  .century, 

The Beaux Arts-inspired f i r e  s t a t i on  i s  a two-story s t ruc tu re  w i th  a basement. 
I t s  monumental front elevation, which faces south on Markham Street,  i s  the most 
architectural ly s i g n i f i c a n t  aspect of the bui l d i n g ,  This facade features a g ian t  
Doric order set on square stone pedestals . Four fluted cdlurnns def ine five central  
bays. These hold f loor- to-cei l  i n g  g l a s s  doors en the f i r s t  f l o o r .  The doors provided 
f i r e  vehicles w i t h  access t o  the apparatus rodrn, which  occupied most o f  the f i r s t  f loor .  
On the second f l o o r ,  f i ve  flattened Rcman-arched openings hold long,  rectangular windows 
f lanked  by narrow glass panels. Individual panes of  g lass  compose a transom above. 
Carved stone keystones a r t i c u l a t e  each o f  the b r i c k  arches. Originally, f o ld ing  glass * 

doors offered access t o  the semi-circular balconies. The  balconies have delicate 
ornamental i ron rai lSngs t h a t  distinguish t h e  facade. The massive, b r i c k ,  terminal 
bays o f  t h i s  elevation provide a d i s t i nc t i ve  contras t  t o  the l i g h t ,  open q u a l i t y  
co~municated by t h e  c e n t r a l  a rea .  They res t  uponan exposed stone f o u n d a t i o n  t h a t  relates 
i n  rnzterial 2nd scale t o  t h e  pedestals o f  the order. The walls of  these  end bays are . +#.. 

i n te r rup ted  only by t h e  penetration o f  a single doorway on each s ide  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  1 
heavy, b u t  unembellished, s tone  moulding a r t i cu la t e s  these  doors. Engaged co7-umns alscl."' 
def ine  t h e  corners o f  t h e  bui 1 d i n g  and prov ide  t r a n s i t i o n .  from t h e  open order t o  the 
massive columns. 

The crowning feature o f  t h e  principal facade contributes subs t an t i a l l y  t o  the  formidable 
jmage o f  t h e  f i r e  s t a t i o n .  A terra c o t t a  a r c h i t r a v e  extends a l o n g  the entire f ron t  
facade o f  t h e  building under an unembellished f r i e z e  o f  the same material which bears 

, the  i nsc r i p t i on ,  " ' L i t t l e  Rock F i r e  Department. '"he building i s  capped w i t h  a simple 
dent i led  corn ice .  A stone parapet wal l  rises above the cornjce and terminated i n  a 
bold,  cast terra c a t t a  ve rs ion  ef the f i r e  department emblem loca ted  a t  t h e  center  o f  
the  p a r a p e t .  

The bui l d i n g  ' s grand principal facade  masks the pragmatic funct ional  i s m  of the f i re  
s t a t i o n ,  but the secondary elevations are more austere.  The prominently a r t i c u l a t e d  
south corners a f  the building turn t o  accentuate the secondary e leva t i ons ,  They project  
almost one f o o t  forward f r o m  the  e a s t  and west sides, and the stone founda t i on  cont inues 
w i t h  them. The  pressed-brick o f  the west elevat ion is interrupted only by u t i  1 i t a r i a n ,  
double-hung, rectangular  windows regular ly  p laced  an the  f i r s t  and second floors and on 
t h e i r  stone s i l l s ,  Windows on t he  e a s t  s i d e  of the  bui ld ing a r e  n o t  qu i te  so regular ly  
del ineated. However, the eas t  elevat i  on features a projecti ng bay w i  ndov supported on 
s tone  brackets and capped w i t h  a s imple cornice a r t i c u l a t i n g  what once was the ass i s tan t  
chief's o f f i ce .  As a result  of the  topography of the s i t e ,  which slopes in a northerly 
d i r e c t i o n  toward the  Arkansas River, the und is t ingu ished baserent story i s  exposed on b o t l  
t h e  e a s t  and west.  Here, garage-like doors  prov ide access t o  the maintenance shop.  Rqt! 

("- the east and west walls te rmina te  i n  a brick cont inuat ion o f  the parapet  wall. Simp; 
-, corbeling extends a long  the side wzlls a t  the level of the  a r c h i t r a v e ,  and a stone C Q ,  

tops the parape t .  
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An addit ion t o  the n o r t h  s i d e  of the f i r e  s t a t i o n  cons t ruc ted  in 1952 
v i r t u a l l y  obscures all but the second f loor  o f  t h e  rear e l eva t ion  of the 
or ig ina l  building, The two-story addi t ion,  designed by archi tect  K.E.N. 
Cole,  J r .  , is devoid of djstincti ve architectural  character.  The corners 
o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n  a r e  brick. Large expanses of metal - f ramed windows , separated 
by corrugated-metal s j d i n g  between t h e  second and f i r s t  f loors ,  a p p e a r  on a l l  
t h r e e  o f  t he  a d d i t i o n ' s  e l eva t i ons .  Th i s  appendage has an anonymous, industrial 
character b u t  fortunately -is s i t e d  in a say t h a t  presents only  a l o w  p r o f i l e  

' 

on t h e  a1 ready undistinguished north ( r ea r )  facade- I t  i s  n o t  v i s i b l e  from 
t h e  Markhan S t r e e t  thoroughfare and does not i n t r u d e - o n  t h e  s t a t e l y  p r i n c i p a l  v i s a g e  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

The o r i g i n a l  p l a n  o f  t h e  building allocated space on the g r o u n d  f l oo r  f o r  f i r e -  
f i g h t i n g  apparatus, administrative of f i ces ,  and the c h i e f "  o f f i c e .  Firewn's 
dormitories, locker room and showers, the k i t c h e n ,  and a special apartment f o r  
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  chief were located on t h e  second f l o o r ,  The e a s t  s i d e  o f  the 
basement was a garage for t h e  police depar tment  w h i l e  the west  s i d e  served a s  
a store-room and repair  shop for  t he  f i r e  department.  

.. . The f i r e  s t a t i o n  was originally fi, t ted wi th  brass hardware,  brass "sliding poles ," 
and marble stairs .  Offices had t i l e  flosri ng whi l e  poured concrete floors remained 
exposed throughout the  rest  of t h e  b u i  l d i  ng. Interior p a r t i t i o n s  were cons t ruc ted  
of p l a t e  glass  above m a r b l e  wainscot ing.  The poles and some p a r t i t i o n s  have  since 

.been removed. 

There have been few changes in the appearance of the principal facade o f  the f i r e  
s t a t i o n .  In 1957, the f o l d i n g  g lass  balcony doors were replaced w i t h  the e x i s t i n g  
window arrangement to facili tate t he  instal l a t i  on of a central a i r  conditioning 
system. The modern f i r e  s t a t i o n  doors t h a t  now enclose the apparatus room were . - 
added a t  t h a t  time. 

Presently,  t h e  f i r e  s t a t i o n  p rov ides  t h e  c i t y  w i t h  s t o r a g e  space 2 n d  o f f i c e  
facilities. The  f i r e  s t a t i o n "  f i n e  facade t h u s  s t i l l  masks the building's 
u t i l i t a r i a n  function. 
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E. Significance 

. Period 
( -prehistoric 

- f 40G1499 
- 150&1599 

160C-1699 
- 170W1799 
- 1800-1899 

X - 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Cheek and iustify below 
archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion - archeology-historic - conservation - law scicnce 

- agriculture e c o n o m i c s  - literature - sculpture 
, I  

architecture - educnlfon miyitary - social! 
art - engineering - music humanitarian 

- commerce - explorationtsettlement - phltosophy t h e a t e r  
- communications - industry - politics'governmcnt - transportation 

- invention - other Cspecily) 

. Speeif ie dates 191 3 Builder!Arehitect Charles Thompson, Torn Hard i  ng  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

With i t s  back t o  the Arkansas River and  j t s  .monumental f ron t  e l e v a t i o n  a d o r n i n g  the 
busy Markham Street  thoroughfare,  the  Central F i r e  S t a t i o n  mrkr t h e  western edge . 
o f  Little Rock's t r ad i t i ona l  governmental cen te r .  F o r  64 years, between 193 3 and 
1977, the b u i l d i n g  served as headquarters for t h e  L i t t l e  Rock Fire Department. I t  
housed the  equipment and men o f  var ious  aer ia l  and chemical t r u c k  companies and 
provided space f o r  a1 i of t h e  central  communi c a t i o n s  network and  general adni nis t r a -  
t i o n  o f f i c e s  02 t h e  Fire Department. Given t h e  v a s t  changes t h a t  took p lace  i n  the 
technology of f i r e - f i g h t i n g  equipment, i t  i s  remarkable zha t  t h e  building accomdated 
t h e  department for  so long.  But  t h e  endur ing  significance o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l i e s  i n  
i t s  archi tectural  s t y l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  striking Beaux A r t s - i n s p i r e d  Neo-Classical 
facade. The fire s t a t l o n  was d e s i y e d  t o  complement t h e  e legant  City Hall  building 
next door by two o f  Litt le Rock 's  busiest  and most respected architects, Charles 

- ,  Thompson andTomHard ing .  W i t h  great Doric columns separated by two stories o f  
nu l t i - paneg l a s s , d i s t i nc t i ve second - s to ryo rnamen ta i  ba lcon ies ,andc rovn , fea tu r . i ng  
t h e  bold  F i r e  Department emblem, t h e  s t a t i o n  ' i s  eye-catching a n d  memorable. It i s  
probable that t h e  building was the inspiration for  a subsequent series o f  pleasant  
substa t ions  i n  the  city. . Several of L i t t l e  Rock's f i r e  r t a t i o n s  are  architecturally 
, a t t r ac t i ve  and designed t o  b l e n d  i n t o  their respective neighborhoods. 



I The Arkansas Gazette. April 21, 1913-  
, The Arkansas Democrat, 191 3 Issues. 

- I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  Jack Davis, l i t t l e  Rock Fire Chie f ,  and M e l v i n  Wh i te ,  Director, 
Li t t l  e Rock General Services Department, September, 1979.  

3 8. Geo~raghicai .d Data 
Acreage of nominated properly Less than O n e  acre* 
Quadrangle name L i t t l e  Rock '- Ouadrangla scare 1 : 24000 
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organization Arkansas H i s  tor i  c Preservation . - Program date September 20, 1979 

street & number Suite 500, Continental B u i l d i n g  telephone 501 -371 -2763 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
\ lest h a l f  o f  &lock 121, O r i g i n a l  City. Ueunded by North Arch Street on the west ,  
La Harpe Boulevard on the n o r t h ,  Ci ty  Hall on t h e  e a s t ,  and West Markham on the south. 

I !  

'c i tyortown L i t t l e  Rock ,,,,, Arkansas 72201 

: h ! t m I  

- - - - -. - - - .  

The evaluated significance of this property within Zhc s:atc is:  

- national - stale -- X local 

As :he designated Stale Historlc Preservation Ollicer for the National Historic Prrservatlon Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
565) .  1 hereby nominate I ~ I S  property lox inclusion in the NaZFonal Rtlgistcr and certify that i t  has been cvaluatcd 
according to the criteria and prccedurcs set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

1 I 1 1  

Slate Historic Preservation Olliccr signature 

1 1 1  

Eiae S t a t e  Historic Preservation O f f i c e r  datc September 21 , 1979 
For HCnS use cnly 

1 hereby certify that this  property is includcd in thc National Register 

f {' date - Keeper of !he National Register 

Atrest: date 

Chiel 61 Registration - . , , 








